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April, 1961 NEWSLETTER ) . Vol. 16, No.3
Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, CA 30322,
PLEASE TYPE BORDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND NO VERTICAL SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS. This format makes it much
easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast tos are also welcome, as well as conservation oli D

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS.

TRIP SCHEDULE:

April 4 Flat Shoal Creek class II++ Doug Fortenberry  378-4159
4.5 Probable Chattooga III/ lower Chauga weekend

Pon and Bettina George 1-787-9548

5 Upper Hooch class II1-I1I Jimmy Gunter hs974-8681; wi1928-0221
1 Cartecay class II-I11 Mark Levine 926-8683
12 Upper Flint class I Tom Pritchard 12282655
8 Broad class I-II Nanoy Barker 8748897
18-19 Tellico olass 111.V George Neill wih82-2951 h1627.9629
19 Talking Rock oclass I.1I Hugh Stubbs 9524926
25 Etowsh class I.II derry Holladay w1688-8970 h1688-1842
25-26 Dixie Division Open Canoe Races, Nantahala River Call NOC for dotails.
26 Lower Amicalola olass 1I1-IV Roger Nott w11=532.5410 h11=536.692)
25-26 Ohoopee camping trip, 24 miles Russ Koseter 2334093

May 2 Fightingtown Creek class 11+ Jimmy Gunter wi1928-0221 wi19%=8681
3 Chattooga III olass II1-IV  Norm Reynolds 4553498

SAVE A RIVER-~= WIN A BOAT

There has been one change in procedurs for the Save the Ooso letter=writing campaign and drawing for a free Perception boat, You must
send the original, not a copy, of your oheok to Peroeption, who will forward the money to ORC, Read the following directions carefully,

Here's how you can help save the Ocoee River for recreational paddling and also get in on a drawing for a Peroeption cance or kayak,
Write (at least) a $5 check to the Ocoee River Council. Mext, write a brief letter to one or more of the olected officlals listed below.
Each letter must be understandsble and legible. Perception will not accept hastily scrawled notes that do not impart the feelings that we, as
boaters, are trying to make known. Make a copy of each letter you write, inoluding the addreased, stamped envelope and the date each letter
is sent. Finally, send your cheok and copies of letters and onvelopes to Bill Masters, Peroeption Ino., Box 64, Liberty, 8C 29657, For your
contribution and for each letter you send). you will get ono chanoe in a blind drawing for a Peroeption cance or kaysk of your choice, a total
of six chances! Do it now!

Every cent you contribute will be forwarded to the Ocose River Counoil. Perception will not keep any of the money contributed, and in
addition to offering the boat as prize, are donating their time and money to publioize and administer the boat drawing, NOTE THAT A FORM IS
INCLUDED ELSEWERE IN THIS NEWSLETTER WHICH YOU CAN FORWARD TO PEPCEPTION WITH YOUR CHECK AND COPIES OF LETTERS.

Here are the priority people to write:

1. Senator Howard Baker, 4123 Dirksen Senate Offioe Building, Washington, DC 20510

2. Senator Jim Sasser, 405 Russell Bldg., Washington, DC 20310

3. Representative Marilyn Lloyd Bouguard, 208 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20810,
4. Governor Lamar Alexander, State Capital Bullding, Nasiwille, Tennssses 37219

5. David Freemen, Chairman Board of Directors, Tennessee Valley Authority, Knoxville, Tenn. 37902

The following was found in a bottle whioh washed ashore,

The Qulf Stresm: an exploration report, Feb. 12, 1981, This "stream," although it has lots of whitewater, is not at all like our North
Georgia rivers. This report is my way of saying "Ahoy" to all of my friends in the Oeorgia Conoeing Assosiation!

The Gulf Stream flows in the sea separating Florida and the Bahama Islands. It is about 47 miles wide and has a northerly ourrent of
about 3 knots. With a fresh and strong wind out of the northeast, swells of up to k=6 feet are eomon, large enough to orash over the bow of
our ship and spook landlubbers. :

I am first mate sboard the Sundancer, a €3' ketoh (a double- masted, foresandsaft rigged sailing ship), The Sundancer sleeps 20 plus a
captain and first mate. It is the first mate's job to get waked up in the black of night=s= by order of the captain=== to go up on desk in
the cold wind and water and pull in a ripped sail that is oracking like a whip in the wind, Thanks to my whitewater experience in the GCA, my
balance kept me from being washed overboard, (How I miss cancaing the rivers.)

Almost ran into a whalel The whale, about 30 ft. long, was swimming directly for oour port bow on a collision course, I ran and



grabbed hold of the lifeboat. As the ship ran over the whale's tail, he spouted a stream of water straight up in the air! He must not have

been aware of his near "whale-1-cide" because he just went on blowing his spout in rhythm with the roll of the waves in the. 0.111’ Stream.
See you on the river; John G. Shumaker', - oo .

Lazer Creek,:Saturday, March 7. This creek is not spelled like it sounds; the locals pronounce the "a" like the "o" in lozenge. It is a.major
Flint River trlbutary, ‘entering from the’ West just below Highto\ver Shoals, ‘where one must paddle an addltional 3 miles on'the Flint to reach a
usable takeout at’ Pobiddy road. Si\ould you care to see ‘Lazer Creek before the next “scheduled cltb rin, just drive south out of Thomaston on
route 19, and turn right (west) on Pobiddy Road. [eave a shuttle cat’ where you cross the Flint, and then Just; drive west until’ you- come to
the first paved road.on-the’ right.  Driving’ north-on “this road, you'll scon come to" Lazer, where the best ‘access is on the southeast corner of
the bridge.

Of the 9 miles down to the Flint, the first two are rather ordinary. Then occasional shoals and rock outcrops begin to appear, wlth
attractive mature second growth forest all arcund. There 1s enough water in the flat sections to paddle comfortd)ly all spring, but the
shoals are rather shallow and bumpy unless there has been substantial rain in the days just preoeding. Lazer l\as a remtation with the locals
of running off virtually overnight. One shoal in mid run would.rank class III at low water levels, and perhaps class 1V in high water. 1
understand John Shumaker ran Lazer in near- flood and enomntered 5 foot wavm. Under mst oonditions, however, this run Is safe even for
trained beginners.

The Georgia Conservancy and the Heritage Trust Commission have beén working to bring the: ‘forests around Lazer Creek and west of .
Yellowjacket Shoals on the Flint into state ownership, to be managed as' a state game and:fish. area. So far,: because:of insufficlent state
appropriations to the trust fund, only the land south of the lower 7 miles on Lazer Creek has been purchased.

. Anyway, our 6 boat contingent had a pleasant run, even getting some tailwind to'help us down the Flint. Local talent Tom Pritchard and
Mike Laster ran solo open, as did I; Walt and Walt Jr. Sanborn were in kayaks, and Alan’ Simons and Tim Connell.ran tandém. The only ircident
was Walt Sanborn forgetting to bring the keys to the shuttle car, but’ "the Smborns quickly openied the door of their beetle with the oil
dipstick, and had the car hot-wired in a minute. Just remember, the next time you call someone “dipstick," how versatile a dipstick can be.
My thanks to Alan Simons for letting me carpool in his custom van. His lnterim- decor’ has a special motif called "Georgla Dirt Farmer,"
complete with seats made from a hay bale and some old tires. This is said to make break-ins nuch less likely. ’---Gary DeBacher

FLORIDA RIVERS, Feb. 15-21: 1It's 500 mlles to Florida s Peace River near Arcadia,
but the escape from Atlanta's gray. February cold to ‘a brlllant Florlda spring
quickly banished any driving aches.

Using a Canoe Outpost shuttle, we canoe-camped three days along 37 mlles of the
Peace, a shallow, clear river, which winds through unbelieveably park like country-
side. Wildlife was abundant and with temperatures in the upper. 60s to upper 80s,
the otters and 'gators were out. Bromellad filled 1live oaks, palms and budding
willows full of bees lined the shores. Numerous sandbars and 'small creeks,'many
with mossy, pitted limestone banks, offered pleasant stops. We found fossils and
sharks' teeth, for which the Peace is, hoted, but hlgh water prevented real searching
The Peace unfortunately, has some drawbacks- A -great deal of, land along its banks
is posted. (although unposted campsites are still plentiful), road noise can be heard
(although no roads. are visible), and there 1s some ugly. development and attendant
trash the last 8 miles before the takeout.

Leaving the Peace, we drove north to Nobleton and spent one day paddllng 10 mlles
on the Withlacoochee, again.using a Canoe. Outpost shuttle. Although we were 120
miles further north,.the weather remained superb. The Withlacoochee is crystal
clear and it was a dellght to drift along watching fish and turtles swimming under
the boat. The section we paddled runs through state forest full of tall cypresses
.and quite swampy. Lots of aquatic plants: and*an abundance-of herons and egrets made
this a lovely run. Several ducks swam right along51de the canoe. ‘The Withlacoochee
is much longer than the Peace and will make a good camping trip in the future.

'~ Our final stop was Crystal Bay near the town of. Crystal River. - This warm-spring-
fed bay shelters Florida's sadly decreasing herd of manatees (sea cows) during the
colder months and with its 70-degree clear blue .water is a fantastic place to drift
lazily around watching fish (and divers) below. We saw no manatees, ‘however. With '
the warming temperatures they had moved back out  to sea. '

Needless to say, we want to do more Florida winter canoe camplng. If you would
like more 1nformat10n on any of. these paddles, call me at 233- 4093 --Russ Koester

For Sale: Slalom kayak epoxy/poly/q]ass construct1on e it

y s xper1enced but good condit
Mol? gor slalom kayak, epoxy, with base supports and “interlocking flangesg(cockp1t1&1ggaf1;gld
included) $250. Mold for Downriver C-2, French "Tube" “design, $25O Call Doug Woodward at -

921-5481(H) or 447 2375(W) (At]anta)
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. INTERFACE DEATH-TRAP DROWNS TWO

(As edited by your PNB editor from BEYOND THE
uﬂ}ﬁ by Graham Egar published in New Zealand's
national boating magazine, SEA_SPRAY, May, 1980.)

As in our country, expert New Zealand whitewater
paddlers in strong physical condition with reliable
Ea:imoe rolls get trapped and drown in violent white
water.

In this account nine skilled kayakers run New
Zealand's Aorere River at a flood level and rising.
Two drown sucked under in an interface. (See dia-
gram) Their low-volume kayaks violently capsized
and exhausted by repeated rolls were forced to swim,
The four high velume kayaks ran this violent sect-
ion without upset. Following are the words of one
of the survivors: .

"...just as we expected, the water was extremely
fast and pouring irito the €ap from both sides of the
river before corkscrewing into a big stopper wave."

"The very flat aft deck of my low-voium’ boat
caught these cross currents and whipped me upside-
down with some force. 1In the space of twenty metre
I had to roll five times. I was two exhausted to ’
roll the sixth time and had to release my spray
skirt and exit."

"Holding the upstream end of my kayak and my pad-
dle in one hand, I awam towards the bank going thru
a number of big pressure waves; there Just weren't
any back eddies...There were five of us in the wat-
er by now. Only one managed to reach the bank be-
fore the whirlpool was reached and the four of us
swept into it."

"The whirlpool has a strong current flowing up-
gtream. Where 1t meets the downstream it's sucked
under along with the swimmer caught in this CURRENT

INTERFACE, see diagram. But the swimmer's life jacket

will bring him to the surface before long, but will
it be SOON ENOUGH?"

"....1f you don't get into the mainstream, you
are committed to going around the whirlpool again
for another attempt at crossing the interface. An
alternate solution, when circulating in the whirl-
pool is to swim towards the outside and escape by
climbing the bank...however; if you miss...you en-
ter the interface further upstream and are held un-
der for a longer period time." '

“This is exactly the situation we found ourselves
in. I was attempting to grab a fingerhold on the
bluff. I had already been sucked under twice and was
ery tireds; I doubted I could survive a third and
longer time under water, but fortunately I marfEed
to get my fingers in a crack in the bluff and climb-
ed out. My companions attempted the same thing,
iissing their fingerhold and were swept into the in-
terface for the third and final time." (Two drowned.
Although the author doesn't say so, the third swim-
mer must have surfaced alive and escaped into the
mainstream.')

"Powerful back eddies where two currents meet,
are far more hazardous than huge waves and stoppers.
The higher volume your boat the more regsistant it
is to being thrown around in the rapids, and the
deck configuration has a great deal of effect on
i1ts handling characteristics in whitewater."

"Rivers rising in flood are more difficult than
a river dropping after a flood, no matter how high
they are. Never underestimate the power of fast-
moving water."

Are any of our veaders running high-risk white-
water in low-volume slalom kayaks? If so, PNB wants

to publish their reaction to this article.

Editor's comment: The issue of boat volume remains controversial. Decked boats with low, flat decks were developed primarily for
slalom racing. The first objective of such designs was to allow racers to sneak under slalom gate poles, thus saving vital seconds. But even
when the ICF rules were changed to raise poles higher off the water, in part because race organizers feared that some low-decked designs were
too extreme for safety, racing boats kept their low, flat decks. This is because, in the hands of very skilled paddlers, the low v:lune
designs turn faster, ferry better, and are less likely to be thromn off course by lateral turbulence. To extract this superl:r :::eor:::c:;ge
the paddler must instinctively read and feel what the water is doing under him, and rock his hips and use his brace to presen de 11"; i
or the bottom.of the boat to lateral turbulence. He must also learn not to present the flattened decks to currents which would c uwp
edge of the boat and flip him. Any flattish surface on any boat is going to be more sensitive to wayward currents than a reunded afjrfaoe.

Once one is good enough to extract some of the performance of a low volume slalom design, its maneuvgrability may offer a safety
advantage on small, technical rivers. Certain eddy turns and ferries across severe currents may be easier even on large volume rivers.th:s for
busting through or escaping from holes, the picture is less clear. Low volume proponents have argued that their boats can dive under *
backwash in a hole, while a high volume boat can be stopped and held. But I have seen many instances where the high volume boat successfully
spans and escapes the hole, while the low volume boat does an inadvertent back-ender or pop-up and flips over. .

On high volume rivers in class IV and V rapids, even expert paddlers may be unable to anticipate turbulence and manage a low volume
boat in such a way as to counteract the forces tending to flip it over. A rounded, high volume boat is more forgiving. 1 continuehzo believe
that paddlers of any level of ability will be somewhat safer on big rivers in rounded, high volume boats, but if I ever figure out how to
manage one of those 25 pound racing pumpkin seeds, I may change my mind. ---Ed.



... pictures taken by Roger Nott on the East Fork of the Little River in Alabama

Help Save a River

Yes, | want to help save the Ocoee River. 1 am a kayaker, canoeist, ____fisherman, ____outdoorsman, ___ plain ol’

good person that appreciates beauty.

Enclosed is my check or money order made out to the Save the Ocoee River Council for $5.00. 1 understand that no portion of
this contribution will be reserved for any other purpose. Pleased forward it to SORC and enter my name in the drawing for the
Perception boat of my choice. | am interested in winning a ____Cruiser {479.00), ____Quest (479.00), ___ Mirage (479.00),
___Sage (479.00), __HD1 (625.00), ____Chattooga (729.00), Nantahala (798.00).

name phone
address city state zip
In addition to the $5.00 contribution, I have written letters to : ___ Rep. Marilyn Bouquard, Gov. Lamar Alexander,

—__Sen. Jim Sasser, Sen. Howard Baker, ____David Freeman. | have enclosed copies of each of the letters | have mailed
directly to the addresses inside this brochure. I understand that for every letter written beyond the $5.00 contribution, you will fill
out an additional drawing slip to in<rease my chances at winning the Perception boat of my choice.

*Bounced checks will eliminate elegibility for drawing.
‘Do not send original letters to Perception--send to addressee!

Mail your contribution and entry form to:
Perception: Save the Ocoee River Drawing®P.O. Box 686sLiberty, South Carolina 29657

Elegibility for drawing ends July 25, 1980. Winner chosen at random by blindfold drawing on August 3, 1981. Employees,
relatives. and stockholders of Perception, Inc are not eligible for prize.



