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February, 1984 NEWSLETTER Vol. 16, No.1
Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Sutmit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322.
PLEASE TYPE BORDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND NO VERTICAL SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS. This format makes it much
easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos are also welcome, as well as conservation clippings.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS.

TRIP SCHEDULE :
Feb., 7 Upper Hooch class II-II1 Norm Reynolds, 455-3498
8 Etowah class 1-1I Mark Levine, 926-8683
1 If there is water, we will run the East Fork of the Little River (15 miles,

class I-III). 1If, as appears likely, we don't have water, we will hike the
West Fork, a truly excellent hike, and not so long, either.
Gary DeBacher, 634-4651
15 Hike in the Little River Canyon, moderate length and difficulty.
George Neill, H:627-9829 W:482-2951.

YOUR
DUES

21 Upper Soquee class 1-1I Roger Nott  H:1-536-6923 Wi1-532-5410
22 Upper Hooch class 1I-I1I Jerry Holladay H:688-1842  W:688-8970

March 1 NOC Glacier Breaker slalom and wildwater races. Call NOC for details
1 Etowah class I-1I1 Stan Landers, 948-7437
7 Lazer Creek class I-II+ Gary DeBacher 634-4651
8 Something bodacious Jack "One Arm" Weems 938-5263

Mark Levine is cruisemaster this year, and would sure appreciate volunteers who want to lead trips. Also rememberthat this is winter,
so trip leaders will be asking nasty questions about wet suits and competence. If you lack one or both, wait for warmer weather.
RESPONSE TO EDITOR'S RACE, EDITORIAL. A response by Doug Fortenberry to my editorial recommending against running the Southeastern Champion-
ships is printed elsewhere in this issue. The media establishment has less control over these matters than I might wish. David Garrity has
already filled nearly every position on the Race Committee, and had the nerve to call and ask if I was going to be Boat Inspector again. So
unless the general membership rise up in revolt, it looks as if we will run the race again. Should be an interesting turnout, with gasoline
over $2.00 per gallon by that time.  ---Ed.

PAY YOUR GCA DUES NOW!

Send $10 to Hugh Stubbs-GCA, 1201 Timberland Dr., Marietta, GA 30067. (If you want an affiliate menbership/ in the Georgia Wildlife
Federation, include an additional $3. Those who forwarded just S2, please send the additional dollar to Hugh.)

PLEASE DON'T DELAY! Remember, the formal deadline is January 31, as usual. Because the newsletter has been hibernating this winter,
we haven't been able to remind you sooner. Hugh hopes to have all dues in and deposited by mid-February, and to publish the directory by
March. Another reason we need to get the club account buflt up is that first class postage rates will go up to 20 cents soon, a major factor
in our budget. We will have to watch costs very carefully this year, and may have to raise dues again in October. --Fd.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING FEBRUARY, FRIDAY THE 13TH at the Atlanta Waterworks Lodge, just north of the intersection of Bishop and Green Sts

in NW Atlanta. The meeting will start at 7 PM with the usual potluck dinner. Bring a main dish and a salad or dessert sufficient to feed

yourself and share with others. A small charge will be made to cover the cost of beverages, paper- and plasticware, etc. President Norm
Reynolds is arranging some good films. If you have some new river movies, bring 'em along. New or prospective members are especially welcome.

JIMMY CARTER- A FRIEND OF THE RIVER

Whatever one's feelings about the Carter presidency (my own were largely positive), it cannot be denied that some landmark conservation
efforts took place during his term of office, accomplishments that would never occur under a Ford or Reagan administration. The image of this
president, rafting down the Middle Fork of the Salmon in Idaho, brought public river-consciousness to a new level. His administration fought
actively to pass the Alaska Lands Bill, which includes some degree of protection for numerous wilderness rivers, and for aggregate wilderness
areas as large as the state of California. Sometimes President Carter got out- maneuvered politically, and was forced to sign bills
authorizing water projects which he strongly opposed, as with the Tellico dam in Tennessee, or the widening of the locks on the Mississippi

at Afton, Illinois. But he can take full credit as the first president to really stand up to Congress in opposing pork barrel water
projects, and Congress must accept the blame for the continued waste which these projects represent. How Congress can reconcile this behavior
with demands to cut waste from the federal budget remains to be seen. ‘

Anyway, thanks, Mc. President, for all you did for our rivers, and for all you tried to do. Welcome back to Georgia, and we all hope
to see you on a river real soon. --Ed. )




EDITORIAL GAS

Ve like to think of paddling and hiking as non-motorized “"conservationist" sports, and look down our noses at power-boaters and dirt-
bikers. But how do we get to the rivers and trails? Face it, friends, our sport depends on gas. For example, our family puts about 12,000
miles per year on our newer car; probably 9,000 of these miles involved hiking or paddiing, and even at about 26 mpg average, that’s 346 -
gallons of gas for recreation. '

Now whether the current shortage and price escalation are contrived by "BIG OIL" or are the leading edge of the chronic shortage we
have every reason to expect eventually, there is only one relevant response for canceist and commuter alike:_ CUT BACK CONSUMPTION,

Most folks can cut consumption 5% without even driving less. Stay under 60. Never accelerate harder than you have to. Inflate your
tires to a higher pressure. Don’t pass just to show Joe Local how half fast you think he is. “Don’t race other drivers to the next stoplight.

And most of us can cut an additional 25% withowt paddling any less. First and foremost, CAR POOL. Don°t show up at the river driving
alone. Second, cut your radius of operations a little. Especially in a wet year like this, there’s no need to drive to the Ocoee, Hiwassee
or Nantahala every other weekend. Are you aware that there are miles of class III springtime whitewater within 1 1/2 hours of Atlanta? Or
rediscover easier rivers! ) B

I'm inclined to agree with you that driving to rivers and trails is a higher and better use of gasoline than.commuting to downtown
Atlanta from Gwinnett County. And maybe we can afford the gas price hikes for a while. But we can’t ignore what high gasoline consumption,
recreational or otherwise, is doing to all of us, Every time you get in your car, you are in a voting hooth with your foot on the lever.
Keep pushing that lever and you're voting for shorter supplies, a larger trade deficit, a devaluing dollar, severe inflation, retum to
recession, Increased vulnerability to foreign blackmail, and the more rapid conversion to dirty, river-fouling energy alternatives like coal
and oil shale rather than a leisurely and well-managed corwersim_ to solar. What's your vote? -~=-Ed,

THE ABOVE EDITORTAL was published in the newsletter two years age, and I'm sure you find it as tiresome now as it was then. So why do 1
repeat it? Because the Iran-Irag war is about to bring to an end the gasoline surplus which has kept gas prices stable for most of this year.
You've seen the warnings on TV, and I've had them confirmed by a friend who works in the petroleum market section of the U.S. State Dept.
Tighter gas supplies will mean rising prices, perhaps to as much as $1.80 to $2,00 a gallon, However, it may not get that bad if our -
“leaders" keep their heads and if we consumers respond promptly by CUTTING CONSUIMPTION. Any ather course of action will only hurt worse. -Ed.

2138 Ellwyn Drilve
Chamblee, TJeorgla 30341
November 26, 1980

o

Dear GCA Members, : : : : :

I want you to know ahbout a nlce thing that happened to us on the
way to the Rlver, ' ‘ e ’

Last spring I called your presldent, Norm Reynolds, to %tell him
that my son and I were Interested In canoelng and to ask for some
guldance. Alan was a.young twelve with only casual camp instmuction
but supreme confidence, and I am a somewhat bent-up 45 year old with
ample proportions and mild multlple ‘sclerosis, Befove we set off
down Sock-em-Dog and Entrance Raplds, I felt we needed a llttle intro-
ductlon to oup inherited Sears ecomomy line canoce and our plasflc
serew-together raft paddles., Norm suggested membershlp and your
Beginner's course, and sald he would glve our names to someone who

| might be able to help us, Lven the Beginner's ccurse looked a bit
mich to handle, but Join we did, and not long after, fGary DeBacher
called and we got acquailnted over the phone, Jt was a long, hectle,
and hot.summer, but during the beautlful weather in September, we

_got together at last at 2 lovely, deserted 3tone ountaln lake, and
Gapy very patlently, firmly, and thoroughly helped fto two of us to
leavn to unload, embark, bark, disembark, load, and purchase what we
would need for fubture experiences. Slnce then we have read a lot,
practlced some, and are looklng forward Lo more canoeing when the tlme
is ripe, If we make it o the Beglnner's class, we'll be at least
ready and maybe a Jump ahead, and we wouldn't have had a hope wlthout
Gary's help, He may have prevented an overconfldent boy and an unwlse
but wistful adult from doing something dumb 1f not dangerous, and he
may very well have encouraged the next great cancelsts of the decadel
Thanks, oary,and Norm, and thanks,too, to a _very helpful orgm lzatlon,
Julie Glack :



HOW LONG WILL WE HAVE THE OCCEE? Hank Klausman has been doing a real good job keeping abreast of the Ocoee River situation, and contacting
TVA administrators and local politicians, recalcitrant and otherwise. Just to bring you up to date, the flume is being rebuflt, and Congress
refused to appropriate 5 million dollars to mitigate the cost to TVA of runing water for recreation on weekends, rather than fluming it to
generate power. TVA claims that they can't run that water without the $5 million. The best course of action right now appears to be to get
Congress to tell TVA to run water anyway. Remesber that the calculated benefit-to-cost ratio of ruming weekend water is highly positive, so
that it is not as if TVA were subsidising worthless activity. In fact, all the many TVA recreation operations are in effect subsidised by TVA
power consumers, and most of those subsidized projects generate much less recreation per dollar subsidy than does the Ocoee. Hank reports
that TVA's om director of recreation operations favors rumning weekend water, but administrators above him do not. Congressman Wyche Fowler
would probably favor directing TVA to run recreational water, but rumor has it that North Georgia's Congressman Jenkins does ot agree. Would
ssome of our members in Jenkins' district care to write him?

While we are on the subject of subsidies, the consumer groups in the TVA region who prodded TVA into refusing to run water would do
well to remember that everyone in the TVA region has been getting a big subsidy for years from the rest of us. Those TVA power projects would
never have been buflt if it had been up to the local economy of the region to pay for them. In fact, TVA's latest boondoggles, the Tellico
Plains project and the Columbia dam on the Duck River, will not pay for themselves and in effect constitute welfare to special interests in
Ternessee out of the pockets of all the rest of us. So it would seem only just that we get something back, in the form of recreational water
releases on the Ocoee. ---Ed. :

P.S. Please write your congressman, and contact Hank if you want to know what else you can do.

Wnat do you do when you have a trip scheduled on the Upper Amicaiole, tut it
nasn't reined in weeks and the bird-baths in Atlanta have higher water levels? One
answer is to call the Computerized Directory and Alwmanac for North Geurgilae hountain
Streams, Rivers, Creeks and Ditches, otherwise known as our own exploration chalruai,
Roger Nott. Ilaving just run the lower section of the Toccoa the week before (see the
Fovember Lewsletter), he was able to suggest it as one of the few uncontrolled rivers
around with enough water to be passable. Although the rains finaily canie - all of
them on the day of the trip - the mist that rose against the bvackirop of gpectaculsr
leaf colors, as well as ducks, nuskrats, and even some abttrective riverside nowmes,
wade it a beeutiful trip. The gamge halfway down the river read 1.13%, widlch wus
probably six inches higher by the time we took out. Faddling a K-1 was George
Whittaker; in C-2 opens were karian Lewis and Phyllis Vlolfe, Elaine and Mike Laster,
and Shirley and James Fritchard; Jimmy Gunter and myself were in C-1 opens.

The Upper Amicalola trip was rescheduled for mid-November, but agaln inadequate
water diverted us to the Lower Toccoa. This time the water was 1.35', a perfect level.
(Fuch higher and the river would be fast flat water.) ‘e.put in 1% wiles beyond vial
this time, to avoid the initial drainage ditch impression the river gives, and toOk
out 1 mile beyond the class II rapid (marked optional take out on Roger's mapk This
was a more attractive run, taking about 4 hours inciuding lunch anG 30 milnutes play tle
al the "big" rapid. DBud Bland, Arabelle Luckhardt and T were in C-1 vpeus, widile )
GCA members and friends from Ouk Ridge, Tenn. included Tow and meliuda Holbert as well
as Lee Smalley in K-1s, &nd endy and kac i:clialion in a C-2 open.

- Graai Luckuardt

TO RACE OR NOT TO RACE? or DOUG'S FOLLY (PICK ONE)
The past months there has been discussion concerning the likelihood of our continuing sponsorship
and operation of the Southeastern Canoe and Kayak Championships on the Nantahala River each June.
At the general membership meeting in October it seemed that sentiment, evidenced by signatures of
volunteerers that night, was in favor of holding the race. Judging by the Editor's editorial in
the November newsletter it seems the members qualified and experienced in the operation are not as
certain about the desirability, need, etc.
Argument against the race seems to include: 1) Lots of work 2) Uncertain and unwilling work force
3) Few G.C.A. paddlers participate as racers 4) Our efforts can better be directed toward other
areas such as conservation 5) Expense 6) The Nantahala is too crowded already. Each point is
debatable and I'm sure will receive more discussion at the appropriate time. From my attendance
at last years event I can testify there is a great deal of work involved. (Although most jobs
require slight skill.)
Personally I have no interest in racing and no experience that will be worthwhile toward the op-
eration but I volunteer my time for the race this June if we conduct it. Primarily I think it is
simply necessary for our club to be involved in the many diverse areas of canoeing, to whatever
degree possible, including not just North Georgia whitewater but exploration, flatwater, camping,
;ishing, long distance tripping, conservation and yes, racing. (Several of these are not my
orte. :
Perhaps this is a good time to consider what our effort needs to be toward racing. Should we con-
tinue? Change the site to a river nearer Atlanta? Gear the race toward our membership? Invite
other Atlanta clubs to help? If it continues to be successful and the G.C.A. members have fun
then let's keep this prestigious event "in the family". Frankly I think we should keep the race
name, A.C.A. sanction, and move to another location such as the Coppermine Rapid on the Chestatee
River. Doug Fortenberry
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Arson Blaze Rages
In Cohutta Forests

JournaI-ConstlIuHon State News Service

CHATSWORTH — More than 200 fire-
fighters and a group.of aerial tankers
Friday battled the worst fire in the
Chattahoochee National Forest in nearly

30 years, a blaze that has destroyed

5,000 acres in the Cohutta Wildemess
Area near here.

Deputy Forest Supervisor Howard Orr
at the Chattahoochee National Forest
headquarters in Gainesyille said rangers
believed the fire was deliberately set.

“It appears that the person went up
Jack’s River, setting fire to the woods on
both sides,” he said. “We believe that the
first fires were set about 3 p.m. Thurs-

U.S. Forest Service in north Georgla

‘'since the Hickory Ridge blaze destroyed

12,000 acres near Helen.in the early
1950s, burned 'its way up the ‘extremely
steep slopes in the area and crowned out
on top of the ridges, Orr said.

“We have been fortunate -that there

have been no injuries," said Ort. “In a -

fire of this size and in such steep terrain,
it's easy to get hurt.”

Aerial tankers from Knoxvme, Tenn.,
began dropping “slurry” — a mixture of
'ammonium nitrate and water which acts
as a retardant — on the.fire in the
Cohutta. area just south of the Tennessee
border in Fannin County.

As the fire grew in size and Knoxville

COHUTTA
WILDERNESS

. perso ;
ers may have deliberately set the fire in Geor-
: gia s Chattahoochee National Forest, according
{ to a law enforcement agent with the U.S, For-
L est Service. :
\ The fire was the worst in the area ln
- nearly 30 years.

A prime suspect in the arson was appre-

day.”

: . :  hended hours after fires were started along a
The forest fire, biggest fought by the

—————— scenic river that flows through the 34,500-acre
Cohutta Wilderness Area near vChaisworth, ac-
cording to a Forest Service spokesman.

. Eddie Walters, special agent with the U.S,
Fom Semhcae in bf:;nwgéne, said Sunday that

, no charges have filed against the suspect,

, ARSON ON THE JACKS RIVER an area resident, because no witnesses me

: repor_t_gd seeing him set the fires. -

See FIRES, Page 4-A

taff Map—Waller Cumming

November was hunting season in North Georgla. The folks that fish and hike along the rivers and ridges of the Cohuttas Wilderness Area
were replaced by hundreds of hunters looking for deer or bear. During the week of Novenber 9, there were perhaps only two people who walked
the Jacks with no interest in four-legged quarry. Ote of them came just to see the river; the other came to bum it.

I'd hiked the Jacks from end to end in August, and had conceived a dream of running it some day. Most of it was evidently canoeable,
albeit only with very great difficulty and hazard, but the steepest section, dropping at over 200 feet per mile, was not scoutable from the
trail. I krew I'd have to retum and hike straight up the river bed to see what drops and trees lay in wait.

"So on a sunny November Tuesday, I drove in from the east on hwy 2, passing hunting camps and game chécking stations, even a jeep with a
large bear dead across the hood, and turned north on the spur road to Dally Gap. There I parked the car, stuffed my gear into a pack, and
started down the Bear Branch trail. The sun shone bright, but at this altitude (2500 ft.), the 60" high predicted for north Georgia seemed
unlikely to materialize. I wasn't sure that my clothes and food supply were adequate for an emergency overnight, but it was too nice a day for
worrying. The trail, an old jeep road, was easy with just mild ups and downs; a two inch cover of dry oak leaves made for noisy walking.
Most of the forest was old second growth, but near Peter Cove I saw some glant hemlocks which had been passed over by the crews logging the
Cohuttas early in the century.

Two miles in, Bear Branch joined the Jacks River. Some folks had set up an elaborate camp near the junctlon, using a hand trailer to
bring their gear down the trail. I came to the first river crossing where, with low water, I was able to rock-hop and keep my feet warm and
dry a little longer. Here the Jacks was smooth and level for the most part, a quarter mile calm-before-the-storm. Then it turned northwest
and the bottom dropped out--- the start of one of the toughest looking sections of river in the state. ’

A funter approached from downstream. He stopped me to ask how far it was to' where the Jacks and the trail parted company, since he
intended to pass through the Jones Mill community on the way to Watson Gap. Having tried the same route the previous August, I took out my
wilderness area map and carefully gave him directions. I also told him that he would see some No Parking and No Trespassing signs along the
way, and suggested that he try to look meek and inconspicuous, always a difficult pose for someore carrying a large caliber rifle. Later I
would think back on this meeting and wonder if this man's passage through Jones Mill was straw that broke the camel's back.

I crossed the river again just above an eight foot falls of doubtful runnability, and proceeded across a ridge spur where the trail cut
away from the river for half a mile, River and trail were dropping fast here; I could hear the water roar from far above even after weeks of
drought. After a brief reunion at bankside, the river dropped away and the trail wound a rough and narrow way along a steep face of broken
rock and fallen trees. Finally it angled down to a small cove on an Inside bend of the river, opposite the mouth of Sugar Cove Branch.



Finding a sunny spot, I opened my pack, ate my lunch, and changed into a full wet suit and helmet. On my feet were tennis shoes with
outdoor carpet glued to the bottoms for traction on wet rocks. Crossing to get clean water from Sugar Cove Branch, I studied the river as it
fell away from view. A rapid just downstream was only Just wide enough to slip through, and would develop mean holes at a runnable water
Jevel. The topographical map indicated that the extreme gradient continued for another mile downstream, but I had been able to get a good look
at those rapids from the trail in August. Turning back upstream, I had almost a mile and a half of rocks, ledges and pools to climb and scout.
First came a messy rock jumble of doubtful rumnability; then a quarter mile of small ledges so close together that the "pools" were often less
than a slalom boat length. I was having a hard time controlling my movements and had to go very slowly and carefully. First, the pulling of
the wet suit against my movements was messing up my coordination, I suppose by interfering with muscle stretch reflex information; second, my
feet, for which 1 did not have neoprene socks, were so cold as to lose proper feeling. The rest of me was a little over-warm, so I kept
reminding myself to go slowly and not risk a bad fall, especially now that the river was leaving the trail entirely for a third of a mile.

Here the Jacks takes a loop as tight as your fully-bent elbow. I soon found the falls foretold by the roar reaching the trail: a
seven-footer, broad with a nice pool at the bottom. Above here, the river was quite messy, dividing around a brushy island, and at the elbow
was an unrunnable logjam. The river makes such a tight bend here, and the gradient is so steep, that neither the water nor the uprooted trees
can make the tum at high water levels. They just go crashing straight ahead into a huge pile-up. Even without a boat to portage, it took me
a while to clinb over and around the edges of the jam.

Above this "devil's elbow" was a series of tight diagonal ledges and the merest suggestions of pools. Soon I espied another waterfall,
this one an eight footer, with a runout so complex as to be almost unrunnable. This falls I had seen hefore; it was in fact just below the
trail crossing which ramps down to short-cut devil's elbow. I was tempted to return to the trail and warm my feet, but kept to the stream bed
and was rewarded with the scouting of some fantastic rock mazes before again reaching the flat calm-before-the-storm.

Finally back on the trail, I heard a hunter pacing through the fallen leaves. When we came in sight of one another around a bend, he
already had his gun halfway to his shoulder. I tried to explain why 1 was dressed so oddly, but having satisfied himself that 1 was neither
deer nor bear, he didn't seem too interested. My wife and I used to sing at the top of our lungs when hiking during tunting season, but I was
too tired and short of wind for that. The folks in the camp near Bear Branch were "at home", so 1 stopped to talk for a minute. They seemed
more interested in camping than hunting, but perked up in surprise when I mentioned the bear on the jeep. Oh, yes, lots of bear in the
Cohuttas; last summer one was raiding the dumpsters at Lake Conasauga campground when we were there.

As 1 trudged back up the little rises and dips of the two-mile Bear Branch trail, I reflected that I sure wouldn't want to carry a boat
in over it. Mot because of any extraordinary difficulties, just because I am about that lazy. The alternative was to put in up at Jones
Mill, with two low dams and a bunch of curious and sensitive landowners to pass. Not a qood choice. Would this river ¢ er be paddled? My
scouting that day had uncovered great difficulties, rapids so tight-packed that a flipped boater would turn blue in the face waiting for a
"quiet" place to roll wright. Water level would be a real problem. For the rest of this 20 mile wilderness run, one would want a lot of
water to get down and out before dark. But for the steep section I had just scouted ( and perhaps also for a safe circumvention of Jacks
Falls in mid-run), one would prefer only just enough water to get by. Better to bump and scrape than to be unable to stop before disaster!
And in fact, most of the rapids I had seen that day were so tight, messy, nasty and dangerous that few would want to run them. The only real
reason to risk this section would be to see the rest of the 3acks, ad to be able to say that one had crossed the biggest wilderness area in
the East by water, over one of the smallest and steepest rivers. I wasn't sure that, for me, being able to make that claim would offset the
risk and hassle involved. And why not just go on enjoying the river on foot?

These thoughts stirred around in my mind until Thursday, when I heard that an arsonist had set fires in the Cohuttas. I assumed that
the fires would be confined to some peripheral ridgetops, awd wondered whether the perpetrator was a hunter trying to spook deer out into
easier country. Then came word that the fires had been set all along the Jacks, from Rough Creek (about midway) upstream almost all the way
to Jones Mill. A TV newscast film showed aerial views right down into the smoking river valley where 1 had been hiking. With no word yet as
to who set the fires or why, I said to my wife that they should question everyone who lived in the Jones Mill community, since the only
possible motivation for the pattern of the fires was that someone there wanted to render the trail so ugly and unusable that people would quit
going through Jones Mill on the way to it. Later 1 heard that Forest Service personnel had apprehended a Jones Mill resident high on the
trail, carrying a rifle and matches. They were quite sure that he was the arsonist, but could not press charges for lack of hard evidence. 1
doubt that he'll try arson again. At least one USFS employee lives in Jones Mill, and foresters who have to risk their lives fighting a fire
will find ways of impressing their point of view on a known arsonist.

What kind of person is a woods arsonist? What kind of person wants to see dozens of men risk their lives fighting a forest fire in
rugged terrain at the taxpayer's expense? What kind of person likes to burn animals alive by the dozens? Strip the ground of its cover, and
turn the river brown with silt, killing the trout? Frankly, I'd have thought alot more highly of this anonymous criminal if he had gone
around sabatoging our cars, and left the woods alone. But I guess he saw elimination of the trail as the final solution to his problems.

And I have to feel some sympathy for the people in the Jones Mill community, who certainly didn't ask to be made the gateway to a
popular wilderness area. In this respect, both we wilderness users and the USFS are at fault. The Forest Service should have made it clear
on both the Cohuttahs Wilderness Area map and up at Jones Mill that visitors should not enter or leave the wilderness area there. Possibly a
wilderness permit system would have encouraged people to stick to approved access points. The rest of us should have had the native sense to
recognize a sensitive situation in the making and to find another access point. Perhaps in the future the Jones Mill residents, who are few
in number, should consider gating their road at times of peak wildernsess area usage.

I plan to hike in again at Dally Gap in the near future (whether the trail is "open" or not), to see what is left of the upper Jacks,
and to get some idea of how long it will take to recover; I'll let you know what I find. ---Gary DeBacher



NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS. Through winetaps and vanious othen means, we have compiled the folLowing
List of resolutions from Aome of our more {nfamous members.

Ken McAmis- "1 resofve to quit babying my boat and paddfe 40 1 can wear 'em out and buy some new
equipment, ALso, 1'm gonna make DeBacher ndide in the trunk s0 1 don't have to watch him cringe when
I'm thying to pass." » :

Jack Weems- "1 resolve to Learn to noll this year...on maybe next....to §inish my kitchen s0 1 am

allowed Lo eat again, fo start an aluminum recycling plant in my car... and to §ind a way to hinge
my boat in the middle s0 it nides the waves easier.”

Nancy Barker- "I nesolve to Learn to rofl without Losing my bonnet, and o take my husband Dan down
section T11." '

Roger Noti- "I nesofve never to cantop more than four canoes stacked ventically. 1'm also going to
finish my two books, Never Too Dy, Never Too Low, and See Okeefenokee by Opel."

David Ashley- "I nesolve to always Look upstream twice before emenging from an eddy."

Noxm Reynolds- "1 nesolve to thy for a third term as Presdident, and to go back to portaging the big
stuff Like Bottleneck and Jawbone."

John Shumaker- "1 nesofve to quit paddling tandem with my brothes, and to get off these Aissy
niverns Like Stekoa Creek and find some challenging stuff with big drops."

Stan Landens- "1 nesolve to con Blue Holfe out of another new boat."

Alten Lewis- "I'm goding to sofve my boat problems once and for alf. Maybe if 1 cross my Crowley
with my Sage... would 1 get a glass pig? ... or antique Tupperware?" ’ ‘ ‘

Dave. Garndity- "1 nesolve to nely more on my instincts when Looking fon put-ins. And 1 will cache a
Life jacket and spray skirt at every put-in, in case 1 forget mine again."

Gwen Bergen- "I nresofve not to hike above sea fLevel, unfess 1 have two Sherpas and bottled oxygen.”

Hank Klaisman- "1 nesofve to run Aaﬂety chains grom my contact Lenses to my tongue. And 1'm not
going to fLet my self get face- masked by any more blLorts."

Bronuyn Fowlkes- "I nesolve to stay out of any more soft-cone femme jock feature stonies in the
Journak-Constitution." B o :

Dafe Bergen- “I'm~going Tto start a Fickle Finger of Fate Paddler's Club with Jay Sanders and Frank
Jeanigan as charter members." L : : ‘

Gary DeBachen- ~"1'm going 2o do more body surfing and run some dams in '81. AlLso, 1 nesolve to
quit corrupting the GCA Newslettenr with incomprehensible in-jokes." :

OPEN CANOE SELF RESCUE TECHNIQUES

More and more paddlers are discovering the re-
warding chaile nge of cruising difficult rivers (class
111, IV, V) in open canoes. While the appearance of
open canoes at the put in of such rivers still evokes
apprehensive expressions and skeptical comments
from many decked boaters, experience has shown

* that canoes can not only be successfully negotiated
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going to develop a successful self rescue technique.
A variety of flotation systems are currently in use,
and there is still plenty of room for innovation, so be

~



creative. In general, the flotation must be securely
installed so that it cannot be shifted in any direction
under any circumstances, be able to float a swamped,
but upright canoe in a well balanced manner (a single
bag or block just won't do), and minimize the amount
of water left in the boat after it has been flipped up-
right. In addition to appropriate flotation, and easily
and immediately accessable spare paddle should also
be carried.

The self rescue, as distinguished from a roll, in-
volves the paddler leaving the boat, flipping it upright,
and climbing back in to paddle out the remainder of
the rapid. There are several possible variations in
technique, but all methods can be subdivided into
three distinct steps; orientation and decision, the
flip, and the re-entry.

Orjentation and Decision: The first two seconds
after that fateful instaice when you realize things
are not working out as planned, and you're about to
get very wet, are the most crucial in determining,
how successful your recovery from this circumstance
will be. Try to know what hazards await you down=

" gtream and in what direction you've flipped. Hang
onto your paddle, preferrably with the hand at the
blade end of the shaft, Immediately after you flip,
and are under the boat, try to reach up with your
free hand and grab onto the boat. The importance
of getting hold of the boat quickly cannot be over=
emphasized, for once you have drifted a yard or
more away in class IV-V water, it will only be by
sheer luck that you'll be able to get back to the boat.
Having established contact with the boat, pull your=
gelf to the surface immediately. Look around
quickly, especially downstream! If you are coming
immediately upon a particularly hazardous obstruo=
tion, an immediate and potentially life or death de-
cision must be made. If you see that by pushing
your body away from the boat, you will be able to
reach a safe eddy or open channel, don't hesitate to
do so == sometimes you are just better off leaving
your boat, and pride should not be allowed to inter-
fere with the decision to abanden the self rescue
under such conditions. If you cannot aveld the
hazard by pushing free, you should of course get
upstream of and/or behind the boat until yeu ve
passed it, Although it i8 easier to flip the canoe
upright from the downstream side, the procedure
inevitably puts the feet into the perfect position to
get snagged upon a reck, 8o get to the upstream
side of the boat,

The Flip There are at least two possible methods.
The easier, surer method invelves reaching under the
boat with the left hand, grabbing on to the eenter thwart
a8 far over as possible. The near end of the center
thwart is grabbed with the right hand and foreed upward
while at the same time the left hand is pulled slightly
upwazrd (to minimize water intake), and firmly toward
the paddler. As the beat reaches the vertieal positien,

the right hand should be allowed to slide down towards
the middle of the thwart, while pushing it away. An
unfortunate disadvantage to this method is that by re-
quiring two hands, it necessitates letting go of the pad-
dle. Although the paddle seems to stay right with the
boat surprisingly often, it frequently ends up some in-
accessable distance away, requiring resort to the spare.
If you've already pulled, or are without, your spare, you
could well find yourself up the creek. . . The one-
handed flip avoids this problem, and can also be accom=~
plished with stunning speed. To do it, hold your paddle
at the blade end of the shaft with the blade parallel to
the surface. Grab the gunnel with your right hand,

near the center thwart. In a rocking fashion, pull down
on the gunnel, lifting your body out'of the water. Then
quickly and forcefully lift the gunnel out of the water
and throw the boat over and away from you, while at the
same time pushing your left (paddle) arm down into the
water - a one armed low brace - which will keep you
from being driven underwater and allow your energy

to be used to flip the boat. This method is considerably
more difficult than the two handed flip and it helps to
have good flotation, a very buoyant lifejacket, a large
paddie blade, and lots of upper body strength. Imme-
diately after the one-handed flip, it's best to throw the
paddle into the boat.

Re-entry: There are two variations of this pro=
cedure. In either case, each gunnel is grabbed and
pull yourself up and over the boat. It will be necessary
to push down very hard on the opposite gunnel in order
to keep the boat from flipping back over on you (very
embarrassing). The easier re-entry is completed by
twisting your body around and landing rear end down
in the bhottom of the boat, with your back against one
gunnel and legs drooped over the other. This is, of
course, & somewhat awkward paddling peeition. The
better re-entry is completed by bringing one knee up
and on to the gunnel, while you are still holding your-
gelf over the boat. Then bring the other knee up and
slide down into the boat==knees on the bottom. From
here it i8 & simple 80° turn to get into the preferred
paddling position. The difficulty with this technique is
in lifting high enough over the boat to get a knee up on
the gunnel,

One word of caution. A reliable self rescue is a
poor substitute for paddling skill and experience.
Swimming a class V rapid is more excitement than
most people care for, 8o don't "use'' your self rescue
as a justification for taking on more than you ocan
handle.

‘ Bob Miller
(From THE PADDLER, November, 1678)

FACTS ON THE TENNESSEE-TOMBIGBEE WATERWAY

Your tax doflars are now digging a canal from Tennessee to the Gulf of Mexico, To eomplete i, the Corps must move
enough earth 0 build u wall of dirt R0-feet high & 25-feet wide from New York to Los Angeles,

Over 100,000 ueres of forest and farmiand would be destroyed and one million acres may by law have to be boughi
by the government just to compensate for the tremendous loss of fish and wildlife.

The Comps of Engineers used bogus economies to justify the projeet, figuring interest at 814% und cluiming benefis for

companies that don’t even exist,

The reason for the project {6 to provide a canal for barges in an area already well-served by an extensive rail gystem.

It's time to stop the waste of your tax dollars and the destruction of natural resources. WRITE CONGRESS NOW, For
more information contact the National Campaign to Stop Tenn-Tom, 817 Pennsylvania Ave,, SE, Washington, D.C.

20008, Phene R0R-707-6859,
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BOOK REVIEW-- bbrthem Georgla Canceing (200 pages, $9.95) and Southern Georgia Canoeing (312 pages, $9.95) by Bob- Sehl;lnger md Don Otey.
Copyright 19&) by Thomas Press, Ann Arbor, Nichigan.

These long- awalted guidebooks are now available in most Atlanta and Georgia outdoor equipment shops. The eost of two volumes to cover
our state is justified by the wealth of maps and information presented. Very nearly all the canceable streams in the state are described, and
there are extensive applmmtary sections on t‘oplcs such as_stream dynamlcs and state physiography. Each stream description is accompanied by
a map showing the surrounding roads; these appea* to be reproductlons of county road maps, whlch are often sq)erior to topographical maps in

showing usable shuttle roads.

1 was. briefly involved in an advisory ad editorial capacity while Don and Bob struggled with the monumental task of runing dozens and
dozens of rivers and collecting mountains of data. Unfortunately I was either’ “too Busy or too i1l to help them when they most needed it, so I
must take the blame for some omitted streams and facts. In south Georgla, Ichawaynochaway and Kinchafoonee creeks did not. make the guidebook,
but Reece Turrentine has a Kinchafoonee Creek article coming up soon in Brown's Guide. In north Ceorgia, there are né serious omissions, but
Bob, Don and 1 had hoped to include information on several small creeks which can be run just occasionally in periods of high water. These
would include the following creeks, scanning across the “state from west to east: Armuchee, Shoal, Sharp Mountain, Long Swamp, Cochrane, Shoal,
Yahoola, and Warwunan Probably Ibger Nott could add ‘a few more. But in every practical sense, the new guidebooks meet the needs of the
great majority of paddlers. :

I must add one serious quibble: uhoever wrote uwp. Sweetwater Creek has serlously underestimated its dlfficulty and hazards. Add at
least 7 points to its numerical difficulty score and be very careful if you decide’ to run it. ‘

One other feature of these. two guldebooks may reflect clever marketing more than anything else. TInstead of dividing Georgia logically
at the Fall Line, Sehlinger and Otey have made the split right through the Atlanta area where most ‘of their prospective customers are. The
entire vestern piedmont, Including the Metro Hooch, Alcovy, Yellow, and South Rivu's, Big Creek, Sweetwater, Dog River, Ocuulgee, Towaliga,
Flint, Lazer Creek, Flat Shoal and Mulberry Creeks; and Tallapoosa River are in Southern Georgla Canoeing. Pretty sneaky. If all piedmont
rivers had been covered in Northern Georgia Conoeing, the two volumes would have been nearly equal in length, but then how many N:la\tans
would choose to.buy that second volume? .

I haven't time nor space to pick more nits off these gmerally fine volunes, but I+ must lament an oocasional failure on the part of
the authors to clearly spotlight the best sections of some streams for the benefit of readers. Take the Broad River as an éxample. The six
miles from hwy 281 to ‘hwy 172 lnclude most of the rapids and scenery, and are of far more interest to the majority of paddlers than the rest
of the river, but the description in Northern Georgia Canoeing does not make this clear at all. A similar lack of focus affects the
descriptions of the North and Middle Forks of the Broad, the Hudsnn, and Fightingtown Creek.

So there we have it: the flrst, perhaps destined to be the only comprehensive guidebooks to Georgia waters. I think you'll like them.

--Ed. .

A

WANT ADS

Wanted- kayak. I am interested in buying a used kayak, preferably a Quest iIn good condition. Contact Chuck Gregory, W:656-2790; H:971-0779.

Wanted- Mad River Explorer ABS cance. Contact John Bottoms, Route 6, Box 363, Carrollton, GA 30117. Phone 1-854-8476.
Jinmy McDan'i‘els (rowte 4, Box 150, hwy 36, Thomaston, Georgia 30286; 404-674-2633) has the following cances for sale, used just one season on
the Flint River; R6' Mohawk ABS ---$350. 16' Perception CHATTOGA -=--$450, OCA Blue

o B0 e --:.@485._ 15' ‘COleman-———ﬁZ‘EE. Blue Hole« MGA Cruvisrr---., 650.

For Sale: Slalom kayak, epoxy/po]y/g1ass construct1on, experienced, but good condition $170.
Mold for slalom kayak, epoxy, with base supports and interlocking flanges (cockpit & seat mold
incTuded) $250. Two junior (11 ft.) slalom kayaks, epoxy/po1y/g1ass construction with neoprene
spray skirts, very good condition, $225 each or $400 for the pair. Mold for Downriver C-2,
French "Tube" design, $250. Call Doug Woodward at 921-5481(H) or 447-2375(W) (Atlanta).

t

FOR SALE: MAD RIVER COURIER, TWO EXTRA Ti—IWARTS & SOLO SADDLE, GOOD CONDI-
TION -$625- CALL RICK DEL MONTE AT 892- 2656 AFTER 6 PM, '

same d‘rw TVA bulldbzed it to the
ground.

As it tiirned out, just a little more

GREENBACK Tenn. (UPI) —
“The TVA is renting land it took from
Tellico Dam area landowners —
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including Nellie McCall, 75, — back -
“to the orl ‘

inal residents.

Mts. McCall and several other
East Tennessee landowners were
forced to give up their homes and
property because TVA said it was
“needed for the controversial Tellico
Dam near Lenolr City.

THE FEISTY whlte haired widow
refused to vacate the small frame
- house she and her husband built in
1938, but last November, federal
»marshals totd her to leave. On the

than an ncre of Mrs. McCall’s land,

was cowered when the reservoir |
backed up the Little Tennessee
River. T'VA says so far no industry
has chos:n to build along the shores
of the 16,000-acre lake,

A engr spokesman Louis Gwin
sai Inesday that former land-
owners were given the first option of
leasing the Iand for $25 per acre for
row crops and $8 per acre for pas-
ture. He said 27 took TVA up on its
offer and 16 refused.




