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Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322,
PLEASE TYPE BCRDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND ND VERTICAL SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS. This format makes it much
easler for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos are also welcome, as well as conservation clippings.

NEXT _EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS.

TRIPS FOR OCTOBER

Oct. &4 Chattooga III class ITI-IV  Jack Weems 938-5263
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5 Broad River spikgkhunt, class I-II. See anouncement elsewhere in this issue. % ; o
Otoe e Register with Hugh Skelton, 393-8764 @ O
"5 Nambahade " " George Neill 294-9736 E' - o

5 Chattooga IV class III-V . 938-5263 m

°0d Dive ﬁm’ﬁy 817650 2 B g g ®

. E, >
1" Class III river hike, Cohutta wilderness area. Frequent river crossings. See ° ﬁ g é m

article on Jacks River in this issue. Register with Gary DeBacher, €34-4651 ?‘ §° SO A gj
N Cartecay class II-III Mark Levine 926-8683 Es o § 3 E
12eene. Nantahala class-TI-IIL- Shelton Sawyer H 435-1925; W 432-0048 = % -3 : -

(0] ©
" o g )
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19 Chattooga III class ITI-IV  Peter Elkon 373-7535 o @ = g m
. = w0 8 .
S N

25 Etowah class I-II Nancy Barker 874-8897 ® o = Z
25 Ocoee class ITI-V Hugh Stubbs 9524926 ! e a

26 Cartecay class II-IIT Norm Reynolds 455-3498

GENERAL. MEMBERSHIP MEETING- FOOD - FILMS - elections

There will be a general membership meeting on WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 at 7:00 P.M. at the ATLANTA WATERWORKS LODGE. The meeting will
begin with the usual potluck dinner. Bring a main dish and a dessert or maybe a salad sufficient to feed yourselves plus a little extra for
moochers like your newsletter editor. Also bring serving utensils. Paper plates, plasticware and basic mon- alcoholic beverages will be
provided for a modest fee which will be collected by Norm Reynolds.

After dinner there will be a brief business meeting including ELECTIONS of club officers. Following this, Alka Seltzer and MOVIES.

HOW TO GET THERE. The Atlanta Waterworks are in the N¥ quaddrant of the city, not identified on most city maps except by two lakes
which bracket Howell Mill Road south of I-75. Exit I-75 at Howell Mill or Northside Drive and proceed south to the little segment of Bishop
Street which lies between Howell Mill and Northside. About a half block in on Bishop, tum north on a road which runs along the east shore of
the lake. Park where you see the cars with canoes. Please don't park on the residential portion of the street, especially in such a way as
to impede the residents' driveways. --Ed. .

DE-SPIKING THE BROAD. At the cleanup trip on the Etowah last month, a number of iron spikes were sawed out of the riverbed. (See report
elsewhere in this issue.) On Sunday, October 5, there will be a special trip on the Broad River to remove as many spikes as possible.
Several club members have had boats badly gashed by spikes on the Broad, and they are also a potential danger to swimmers. To register for
this trip, please call Hugh Skelton at 393-8764. Useful tools would include a hacksaw, a sledgehammer, or a length of heavy iron pipe, with
which some spikes can be levered flat, pointing downstream, so they no longer catch boats or bodies. There will be plenty of time to cut out
lots of spikes and to engage in the usual follies and amusements. --Ed.

The following items were submitted by Nancy Wylie.

CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER: The public meatings in Gainesville and Atlanta went just
about as expected: +the people in Gainesville primarily (maybe 60%) supported

the rereg dam. The speakers were primarily Electric Membership Coops and water
supply representatives. The speakers opposing the dam (maybe 40%) were users and
land owners downstream of Buford Dam. Thanks to Roger Nott for stating GCA's
position at the hearing.

In Atlanta the story was reversed. Essgentially all the speakers opposed the
rereg dam. Sierra Club had many representatives because of a telephone campaign;
but GCA was well represented too. Thanks to Norm Reynolds for stating GCA's pos-
ition at the meeting in Atlanta. .

. GCA adopted a position.at the last board meeting. It closely followed the
editor's comments in the last news letter. It is printed elsewhere in this paper.

Those of you who want to write comments can send them to District Engineer,
US Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District, PO Box 889, Savannah, Ga. 31402,
The record will remain open until October 10, 1980. In November they will decide
whether to recommend the rereg dam or to pick another alternative (most people who
opposed the dam supported reallocation of water in Lake Lanier). - The final report
should be issued around November, and we'll see what happens then.

'



CHATTOOGA WILD AND SCENIC RIVER: The Forest Supervisor on August 29, 1980 decided
to change his mind. The pertinent paragraph of the decision notice states "The
new decision will provide safer footing off the bluff and along the base of the
cliff by using natural stone and river gravel as needed in the trail tread.
Hazardous roots may also be removed. The rock retaining barrier and flight of steps
will not be built and soil cement will not be used." That is what public pressure
does. D

The ForestSupervisor also sent the 10 page Classification, Boundaries and
Development Plan relative to the Chattooga. There will be an article later on
wild and scenic rivers, but suffice it now to say that one river can, at different
parts, be wild ("Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of impoundments
and generally inaccessible except by trail..."), scenic ("Those rivers or sections
of rivers that are free of impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still largely
primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places by roads.")
or recreational ("Those rivers or sections of rivers that are readily accessible
by road or railroad, that may have some development along their shortlines, ...")
Wild, scenic, and recreational refer to how you get to the river and development
along the shore, not to how fast the water is moving (The Ogeechee in"SE Ga is

being studied now and it is flat water). Generally, the pertinent parts of the
Chattooga are: :

Area Class Length (mi) Area Class Length (mi)
Headwaters Recreation - 5:5 Rock Gorge Wild : 9.0
Chattooga cliffs Wild 2.0 28 bridge -+ Recreation 5.1 %
Bullpen bridge Scenic .5 Earls Ford Wild 15.0
Ellicott Rock Wild 3.4 76 bridge Scenic 1.0
Burrells Ford Scenic 1.0 Woodall Shoals Wild 7.1

The specific description for each area is unbelievably complicated. 1In one
area it states "76 Bridge - this section-is 1.0 miles of the river from just below
Bull Sluice to 3/4 mile below US Highway 76 bridge. The remains of an old bridge,
some evidence of sandmining, and a dirt access road to the water are located immedi-
ately adjacent to the highway bridge."” The part that deals with acquisition on
the SC says says "...In a southerly direction 600 feet down a spur ridge to a point
in a hollow about 800 feet from the Chattooga River; thence Southerly 2,400 feet
along a ridge to US Highway 76; thence In a south, southwesterly direction 500
feet across Highway 76 to the point of a knob overlooking Highway 76; thence In a
southwesterly direction 900 feet down a spur ridge to a point on Reedy Branch
about 1,500 feet above the mouth of Reedy Branch; thence ..." So - the Forest
Service does own the land and the section at Highway 76 is Scenic not Wild.

Hope this helps clear up some of the discussion at the Board meeting, and
that all the detail doesn't just confuse you more.

NOLICHUCKY RIVER-~.June 28/29

This was a trip planned by the Charlotte Club (Piedmont Paddlers) to which a
few of us Georgia whitewaterers attached. We had been wanting to run this one
for a long time, and this seemed like a perfect time to go for it. An ex-GCA
newsletter editor and super person, Maureen Maloney, arranged for us to tag
along. We had hoped to run Big Laurel Creek, but found the water too low. So
we paddled the Nolichucky Gorge both days.

The river is in the class III-IV range with Occee type rapids. Some of the
rapids are very long, with one beauty named Quarter-mile.The rapids are very
technical with big waves and holes.The action begins immediately, and is
almost continuous for the entire 8-9 miles. We scouted a couple of rapids on
Saturday, but felt comfortable running the rapids by scouting from eddies on
Sunday.We had about 1400cfs on Saturday, and about 1200 on Sunday. At higher
water, say about 2500, this one would a real kicker! .

The river flows through a very impressive gorge with an old railroad running
along the bank the entire way. The mountains seem bigger than the Georgia
mountains and the valleys seem smaller. It is beautiful country with a lot
of neat places to camp.

Our group on Saturday had 12 boats with varying degrees of experience. We

had an interesting mixture of swimmers, paddlers, and pinned boats. Quater-mile
took about an hour to negotiate with the €2 becoming the official rescue boat.
It's really exciting to be chasing a swimmer on an unfamiliar river in the

middle on a long class Iv rapid.But_then what else would you. expect from some
GCA's finest?

The trip leader was an excellent kayaker from Charlotte named Steve Smoak. He
did a super job. Maureen also did a good job of helping to organize the trip
and we thank her. She also has gained the reputation as one great cooker of
eggs with chillies. Ask Gwen. ’

This was really a neat trip. Next spring when the water is high, we will
organize a return trip. It takes about 5 hours to make the drive, so it
should be a weekend trip.

Jack Weems




The following is the original version of the GCA statement to the Corps of Engineers.

STATEMENT OF POSITION: GCA, CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER AND LONG TERM WATER SUPPLY STUDY

Georgia Canoeing Association represents over 400 boating enthusiasts in the
State. Among the stated purposes of GCA are to "encourage the exploration, enjoy-
ment, and preservation of American recreational waterways for man-powered craft"
and more specifically "... preserve canoeable streams in and around the State of
Georgia". It is with these goals in mind that we appear here tonight to oppose
the reregulation dam on the Chattahoochee River.

The reregulation dam would have an even (or more nearly even) flow; specifi-
cally the low flows would be higher than they currently are. This is of special
concern on weekends. The repids from Buford Dam to Highway 41 would be inundated
and as such less enjoyable. Much enjoyment comes from running the rapids or the
technical aspect of a river rather than just staying upright in a raging torrent.

A second negative impact of the reregulation dam is that it would increase
the muddiness of the water in the river. As the power surges were released from
Buford into the reservoir (whose bottom is mostly clay) the mud would be stirred
up and carried down stream.

The first six to ten miles of the Chattahoochee below Buford Dam are among
the prettiest on the 48 mile stretch between Buford and Peachtree Creek. To change
that area to a reservoir that drops eight feet during the weekend would make it an
unuseable and unsightly mud basin. Those miles of river would be essentially
useless for recreational purposes.

The higher flows in the river arelikely to be a safety hazard to those not
familiar with fast water. The majority of recreational use on the river is on
weekends and presently the water level is rather low on wekkends. The exposed
rocks are not only used by picnickers and swimmers but also for canceigts and
kayaking for practice of technical maneuvers and enjoyment. A higher water flow
would make these rocks unaccessible since they would be under water.

Also the higher water would be more dangerous to rafters; rafting has become
a popular sport in the Atlanta area. Many people who raft are unfamiliar with
techniques to be used in faster moving water; also many are not good swimmers.

The increased flow rates in the river would be an increased danger to these people.

In summary, we oppose the reregulation dam because it would not only elimi-
nate six miles of river just below Buford from recreational benefits, but it would
also severely reduce the recreational benefits of the river in the remaining 42
miles below the reregulation dam to Peachtree Creek.

The spirits of the trip members were high and the water was low as we paddled
the Etowah River on August 30. Thanks to some showers the night before, the water
level had improved somewhat. It was still raining as we met at the Highway 19 put-
in, but the sun broke out to give us a nice warm day. After lunch at the falls,
some of us attempted to run the ledge just below the big falls and found out that
anything longer than fifteen feet could not clear the rocks even with a strong draw.
It was a very enjoyable day without any major mishaps. Thanks to the trip members
for making my first trip as trip leader so pleasant. Solo paddlers - Nancy Barker,
Pat Robinson (a newcomer to the sport who did a very fine job), Mike Collier (in
his C-1), Bud Bland, Rick Delmonte (who broke in his new mad river), and yours truly.
Tandem paddlers were Jim Laster with wife and son. Tim Jorgenson

CCOSAWATTEE, Sunday, August 2, 1980 - We met at the Dairy Queen in Ellijay and put in nearby at the Ellijay Ci@‘y Park. A man who
talked as though he were a town official but did not identify.himself told us that the town did not want canceist entering the
river at the park, At any rate, the usual put-in downstream is more suitable anyway and eliminates a good dgal of the flat water
at the beginning of our run, which was about 8% miles to the confluence of Mountam‘[:oxm Cr. and the Coosa\yattee. The river level
@ngehas been restored and read 1.55 this day. The Cartecay gauge read 1.83. The river was low yet certainly not too low. In
wcme ways I prefer the Coosawattee, which locals J'nsist" is pronounced CoosawatTEE, at low.leveZ.Ls I?ecause most of the shoals, ’
though long, - have a low gradient and wash out at medium to high water, We haq a good.'tlrne picking our way through this day's
rocky mazes in this river which, as does the Etowah, becomes increasingly more interesting and challenging as one appmaghes the
take-out. The take-out road, best located with the help of the Webb topographical map, was long and rough but was negotiated
without much trouble by Dick's pick-up and my Opel. Four-wheel drive vehicles would be needed in wet weather. We had a gorgeous
Zay for the most part but did get rained on for about 15 minutes. (Note we used ﬂ_le road on the E, side of Mountalntown:) .
Farticipants: Arabelle Luckhardt - 0C-1; Dick and Barbara Turner and Beth and I in Og;2s; ,E\il 1d:fcaer', 1 beaver, numercus kingfishers.
- ger No

David Garrity is back in Atlanta, and his correct home phone number
is 377-7850 .



A Report From the South Georgila Contingent of the GCA

In early June the Browers, Georges, and Les Davenport organized a week of
rivers. Paddling for nine days we ran Chattooga III, Sandy Ford to Woodall, Nanta-
hala, Pigeon and Tellico in Tenn., and the Tuckaseigee in N.C. We were Jjolned .
for part of the week by GCA members Larry and Betsy Smith, Jim Farr and Maralyn,
and some folks from an Alabama club, Ted and Helen Sparks, and Mike Gordon. We
also had some "one-dayers" from the GCA. Besides great paddling we enjoyed good
fellowship and some gourmet delights such as Eggplant Parmesan, Nantahala Chicken,
Don and John's Chilil, Larry and Betsy's Super-sausage Spaghetti.

The week of rivers was so much fun that the Browers and Georges decided to
paddle our way to Maine. We bought a raft and set out on July 31 for the New River
Gorge in W. Va. It was running high (4 ft.) and our 6 man raft looked a little
undernourished beside the commerciasl rowing frame, 18 man rafts. A very helpful
gulde saild that we would be OK,and we followed him down the river. The New 1is
BIG at 4 ft;12 ft. waves in the Keeneys, and a wall of water at Surprise that was
taller than our raft 18 long. It was so much fun that we did it again the next
day. The gulde from New River Dories and his safety kayakist werﬁegtremely help-
ful, explaning the raplds, allowing us to use their take-out, and even shuttling
us back to our car. All this out of kindness to fellow paddlers. We recommend
them highly.

Next we rafted the Cheat River Canyon in W. Va. It was also high (2.5ft).
The river narrows as it flows through a spectacular canyon with few signs of civil-
Adzation. Again we met rafters who were helpful and also ghuttled bods, raft, and .
gear back to the put-in. There are 38 rapids which we surveyed and decided to run
‘in our open boats the next day. GREAT. At 2ft and below the river can be run by
open boaters with experience who can catch mid-river eddies and do good upstream
ferries in fast water with ease, The raplds are long, and some are technical,
Local paddlers think open boaters are crazy to run the river,

On the 5th day we ran the Youghiogheny at Ohiopyle, Pa. It was fun but not
as difficult as we had been told. There were no other open boats on the river, but
we had no problems and little scouting was meeded. It was about like Sec. III with
some water. The State Park at Ohiopyle controls the river, regulating the number
of commerclal and private boaters. It was wall to wall rafts. Private boaters
must buy a shuttle ticket and the Park carries boat and bod back to the parking
lot. They don't cater to open boaters,and the trailer was not arranged very well.
We feared for our boats as we ascended the sharp curves for 1% miles. No one
connected with the park was helpful about information,and we were not at all im-
pressed with the set-up.

Finally on to Malne where we rafted the Kennebec Canyon for two days. It
was running 6,000-6,500 cfs,and it is BIG and TURBULENT. Anyone into big water
ought to make this a vacation goal. Some of our decked boaters would love it, and
others would enjoy rafting. There 1s a side trip to Moxie falls which 1s grand.

_ Our last three paddling days were on the West Branch of the Penobscot. It
had been running 1,000 cfs all summer, but we got 2,400 cfs due to some trouble at
the dam. The river is beauntiful with parts running through a wilderness so un-
spoiled that 1t seems that no on has ever been there before. Locals portage the
raplds and paddle the calm parts, and they tell horror tales of the river. The
rapids are long, technical in some spots, and runnable with careful scouting and
ropes. We had no upsets. Remarks and warnings by locals prompted the following.
In the shadow of Katahdin,

Flow the shining West Bra h Waters, Told us tales of past canoe boats,
Flow the waters of Pemobscot, Tales of bodles badly mangled.
Surging wildly to the lake, "For your ‘bods' we'll drag the rixer,
Then one day canoeiéts found 1t, Rocky snags will claim your boats".
And they planned to run the rapids, But we paddled boldly forward,

BRun the flow in bright canoe boats, Dowvn the roaring West Branch waters.
All the way to Spencer's Cove. Met not any "blorts or spr vits",
At Big Eddy natives shuddered, Conqpered all the waves and falls.
Warned us of the river's perils, Winds on Ambejejus tossed us,
Warned us that we ought to portage, Made the crossing cold and lengthy,
Ought not run the deadly falls. But we made the port undaunted,

Paddled safe to Spencer's Cove,
At thls time 1t seems lilely that we will again do a week of rivers in June of
1981 and would like to hear from any experienced paddlers who would be inter-
ested in Jolining us. We aren't crazy, we scout new water carefully, set ropes
and statlon safety boats where there 1s any danger, and portage iIf we don't want

to swim. (Also have first ald, CPR, WSI, and falrly good sense), _ Tee Brower



WHEN T FACED DEATH

by David Klausman
{a schoot nepont)

For eight yeans my father and 1 have been very actively involved in whitewatex padd{ing.

We. have become very competeni, good paddiens. Beding members of the Georgia Canoeing Association,
we Lead Trdps down some of the most challenging whitewater nivers in the South.

Whitewater paddling ranks as one of the fop thuee thnili-seeking sponts, night behing
hang-gldding and metocross. There are many thadill-seeking sports, but not all of them carny the.
ubtimate ndisk, death. A whitewaten paddier must at some fime consider the nisk o4 death, whethex
he Likes it on not. 1 have thought about death but 1 didn'% think that 1 wowtd ever face it, that
was untdid this past summex.

In eight yeans of paddbing, my dad and 1 have seen atmost everny whditewaten niven 4in the
southeastern area. (hen one of our paddling friends tokd us about a river in month Geongia that
had twenty oot runnabie waterfotts, we became very dnterested. This ndiver, catled Ovenflow Creef,
48 only nunnable after a good nainstorm. The Last weekend in August Lt nained. We decdded to do
the. niven that Sunday.

We woke up Zo a very dismak, overcast Sunday morning. 1t had nained very hard Zhe night
before, maybe a Little harder than we wanted. The Indp stanted out well. We were excited but
extremely cautious, because we had no idea what woutd be around the next bend in the ivex. e
~stopped ail each rapdd to scout it. We were enjoying oursetves tremendousdy with our new-found
niver, and we took prently of movies atong the way . :

Afden about fowr howrs of paddling, we stopped fon Lunch. There was a napid night befow oun
tunch spot, s0 we scouted it before we went on. 1 got into my boat finst and shoved off. 1
decdded the best way to aun this rapid woukd be on he night-hand side. The rapid uas about twenty
yards Long and had a five 4oot drop at the end. When I got to the end of the napid, my boat went
over the fdive oot drop and stopped dead cofd.. 1 fedt some pressure on the back of my calves and
on the front of my thighs. 1 was stuck at a nineiy degree angfe with the waten, which was about
one foot befow my cockpit. 1 knew that 1 had better do something, s0 1 shifted my body wedight a
Little Zo see if 1 coutd get free. This turned out to be a mistabe.. When 1 moved, the boat sank
deepen. At that moment something ftashed befone my mind. Exactly what 4% was 1 can't aay, but it
neminded me of seeding your Life flash before your eyes, as other people have described.

The water was now up Zo my cockpit, 40 1 bnew 1 had o do somezhing dmneddiately. T put mu
hands on the sides of my kayak and was getting neady to jump out when alf of a sudden the kayab
furned sddeways, flipped and washed gnee. 1 nokted the boat back up and paddled over ro the bank
where my fothen had been standing hedfpiessly fon the past thinty seconds. 1 steod with him on the
shore forn about ten minutes in total silence, neftecting on what had fust happened ana being '
thankful That it wasn't my time o go.

Lifie is fulk of unexpected pleasures apd puins. In Life you nevern know what's around The
next cernen, but L4 you did, what would be the sense in Living? 1 now reatize that a person can
dde at any gdven moment and 1 have accepted the fact that my moment may happen some. day, s0 1 thy
to make ccch day count.

ETOWAH RIVER CLEANUP, Hwy 19 to Castleberry Bridge, Sat.,, Sept. 13, 1980 - our industrious crew of
17, in (& out of) 9 canoes labored 8% hours to clean this treasured stretch of the Etowah. With
the puissance of Siegmund and King Arthur & a hacksaw we abstracted 31 iron stakes from the river
bed from 4 locations. Norm and Grant cut and sawed loose a large logjam at the island just above
the take-out. (Caution: some of the large logswill still partially obstruct the channel until
flooded free.) We collected old tubes, tires & metal drums and 840 gallons of (full & empty) beer
cans, styrofoam, disposable diapers and other assorted goodies from the river and the areas around
the bridges, falls and Chuck Shoals. The tally of collected chigger bites,' terminal cases of poi-
son oak, and chiropractor fees is as yet incomplete. These notwithstanding, we enjoyed perfect
" weather, a leisurely pace, a long swim and lunch break at the falls, good company, & a fine, satis-
fying trip on a lovely, loved river. .
We all especially thank 2 local friends of the Etowah who met us at the take-out, greatly contribu-~
ted to our cleanup, but did not paddle this day: Bill Hanson trucked 2 loads of our trash to the
dump; George David, whose family owns a large amount of land along the Etowah & whose daughter has
just opened a sporting goods and baddling shop on the Dahlonega Square, surprised us with a case of
cold beer! (Bill and George are former GCA members whom we wish would rejoin us.)

Paddling participants: Doug & Sandra Fortenberry, Mike & Elaine Laster, Grant Luckhardt, the Jim
McRaes, Jr. & Sr., James & Shirley Pritchard, Astrid, Chris, Maria, Norm & Tony Reynolds, Hugh Skel-
ton, my wife, Beth & I. Dear Beth, thanks for staying at the take-out after everybody else left &
picking up 2 more bags of that smelly stuff there; you can come back home after 20 more Lysol baths.
Love, Roger. - Roger Nott




Save the Ocoee River Council

s O p C P. 0. Box 11123_:—Chat‘tan:oga,'T9r.l_n.e\$see 37401

Status Report: Thae Efforf to Save the Opoee

The Ocoee River has become a mecca for whitewater recreatiow in the East. No othex
whitewater river in the East offers the degree of challenge, safety, access and
consistent water flow that is found on the Ocoee. th 1979, 35,000 recrgationalist
enjoyed the thrills of the Ocoee and this year the pumber is expected to" seach

60,000. The 1978 National Wildwater Championships® and regional slalom competltions
are evidence of the importance of the Ocoee to whitewater racing. Without a dipubt,

the Ocoee has become a major tributary of whitewater recreation, as well as, a .
major stimulus to the economy and quality of life of Polk County'and Eastern Tennessee.

Despite these credits, the Tennessee Valley Authority has no’plans to release water
for recreation after rehabilitation of the Ocoee No. 2 Hydro Plant. The Authority
claims that they -have to be reimbursed for generatlng revenues lost as a result.of
water releases for recreation. Those losses amount to only 5 million dollars over
the thirty year life of the project and are far less than the tourist revenues ex-
pected to be lost in the area if the river is closed. Futhermore, the Authority is
reporting a surplus of electricity throughout their grid system. It seems as if the
TVA is guided by the momentum of their history, rather than logic, to deny rivers
their natural course regardless of the cost.

The Save the Ocoge River Council, formed fmm private rpaddlm mgamzations,
commercial qutfitters, and otherg,-¢s preparing to-defend the Ocoee from total
extinction, ~Clirrently, our most viable altgrnatives include:

~gupport for an appropriation to reimburse the TVA for lost generating
revenues;

-call for legislation to preserve the Ocoee as a recreational resource for a
minimum of 82 days a year, regardless of whether the TVA is reimbursed for
water releases.

Efforts to this date have been in support of the appropriation, but recent events
have brought into question viability of this option. Apparently the generation
of policy makers in the TVA have not taken us seriously.

The Ocoee needs your help. Don't wait for someone else to save the Ocoee. Write

a letter to the following members of the Tennessee Legislative delegation, the

Governor, apd your Congressman. Emphasize the importance of the Ocoee as a

major recreagjonal attraction in this area of Tennesgee. Ask them to support.

legislation (whatever actiop is necessary) to preserve the Qcoee for whitewater

recreation. The Council will be generation more specific legislative action

after study and will keep you informed. For now we've got to fienerate an awareness
. of the potential loss. Write. '

Mr. S. Davjd Fréeman 1) Write a letter, call or otherwise contacf TVA‘Board

Charrman * X » +Chairman, Freeman, Congressional Legisiators from
TVA Board of Directors Tennessee, The Governor Yyour Congressperson and any one
Knoxville, TN 37901 else whom may be of he]p Asking for their support to

keep this river open for recreation after construction
is completed.

Rep. Marilyn LLoyd Bouquard

2) Join and contrbute to SORC
f Bldg.
_5g§h$23282.ﬂgu2e Ozgggg 9 Many serious paddlers are contr1but1ng $100 each,

however, any amount will be accented.

Gov. Lamar Alexander
State Capital Bldg.
Nashville, TN

Sen, Jim Sasser
405 Russel Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Toby Moffet
Cannon House Office Bldg,
Washington, D.C., 20515
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.l{’ NEED BOAT REPAIR 77 TOP QUALITY
FIBERGLASS REPAIR WORK AT THE LOWEST PRICES !}l

FIBERGLASS & KEVLAR CANOE FABRICATION & REPAIRS

CALL DICK TURNER @ NEW SOUTH CANOES _475-4220

NEW CANOES: HAND-LAID F/GLASS §495; KEVLAR $795
USED CANOES ARE AVAILABLE : $200 AND UP.

DON'T WEAR YOUR RING ON THE RIVER. First, you're likely to lose it. I have lost two 18 kt wedding rings, one in
Lake Ontario and one in the Rock Gardens of the Chattooga. At today's gold prices, those rings would be worth a
budle. I now have a 14 kt ring, which I try to leave at home whenever I head for the great outdoors.

But here's a better reason. Have you ever heard of a ring evulsion injury? No? Well for example, a friend
of a friend was clambering aroux a big rock, helping to free a couple of stuck canoes, when he slipped off and fell
between the rock and the boat. The class ring he wore got jammed for an instant between the rock and a gunwale. It
didn't stay jammed for long; it peeled his ring finger like a banana, removing all the skin from base to tip.

Another friend of mine is an occupational therapist who specializes in hand rehabilitation. He says that ring
evulsions are quite common; he sees 'em all the time. They're so common that most hand rehabilitation specialists
will not wear rings at all. Rehabilitating such an injury is complex. Things aren't so bad if the evulsion is only
partial. The plastic surgeon can just pull the skin flap back down over the finger and stitch it up. When the skin

mflap is lost completely, the surgeon sews the finger under a skin flap somewhere else on the body, and leaves the
finger sewn there for a few weeks while the flap gets established. Later he frees the finger and the flap,
recovering the digit carefully. Then begin many months of exercise and rehabilitation to remodel the skin flap and
scar tissue so that they permit the bones, ligaments and tendons underneath to move normally.

So why take a chance? Leave your ring at home. ---Ed.

Can you guess the name of this creek?

1012 Zomague_.

1978 Suntinel Stue
Fiald Howepaper Syndicate

"WHAT A CLEAR UNSPOILED STREAM!...YOU CAN
READ THE LABELS ON THE BEER CANG!"

COcHR A

"I don't think we should go up there, especially without a paddie!”

AD POLICY, From time to time it seems necessary to remind our readership of ad policy. The only ads which go for
free in the GCA newsletter are those placed by members advertizing used equipment, offering free services, asking for
cooperation of others on some project, or stating a need or a desire to buy equipment for personal use. Ads for new
equipment or services for which a fee will be charged, will entail a minimm of $5 per ad; more if the ad is large
and requires special attention from the editor. When I have to call or write to ascertain whether someone is really
a member, or to remind the advertizer to forward the necessary fee, I sometimes take the alternative of simply not
running the ad, so it will help both of us if you do it right the first time. --Ed.



HIKING THE JACKS RIVER. The Jacks is one of Georgia's most beautiful rivers, but it is also one which is almost impossible to see in its -
entirety from 4 canoe. So, last August I assembled a thirty pound pack with enough food for two or three nights on the trail and started
wpstream from the junction of the Jacks and the Conasauga. Although I didn't get on the trail until 11 AM, I made very good time, stopping to
swim at Jacks River Falls at about 5 PM and then proceeding up past the new Sugar Cove trailhead (which I could not- locate, although it was
clear from the map where it had to be) to log about 13 miles when I made camp just as darkness fell. I hadn't intended to go quite so far the
first day, but it was a case of just-a-little-farther-to-the-next-campsite, followed by an absénce of campsites in the last miles. I managed
to find a flat piece of ground to erect my tent in the dark. Of oourse, when I broke camp and started out next morning, there was a good site
Just 50 yards beyond!

My second day went terribly. I tried to find some old trails leading up Conasauga Creek md uwp to Cowpen Mountain, and to -then cross
over down to the Conasauga River Trail. But the trail along Conasauga Creek just doesn't exist anymore, and when I circumvented that mess, I
was unable to thread the maze of old timber trails up the mountain. I decided in mid-afterncon that the only practical course was to walk
eastward along the West Fork to Jones Mill, and to go back down the Jacks to my car. )

Jones Mill must be the origin of the saying, "Keeping up with the Jones' s." At about 2500' ahove sea level, it is one of the highest

settlements in Georgia. The Jones : emetary bears witness to several generations who have cut timber, run the mill, or farmed the little flat
places along the Jacks headwaters. One of. the nicer homes had a sign on the mailbox, "Another Jones." I certainly felt like an interloper as
I walked the dusty gravel road past homes, chickenyards, barking dogs and No Trespassing signs. Another sign read, "Please bring a rock to
put in this hole so we can keep using this road.--A. Fisherman."

I re-entered the wilderness area by wading down the Jacks at around 3:30. There I encountered my favorite canoeing hat, which had been
brushed off my pack earlier in the day. Soon I was back on the trail, dealing with the frequent river crossings in a businesslike fashion and
feeling a little too tired and footsore to really emjoy the scenery. - I camped near the-Rough Creek trallhead, the midpoint between Jones Mill
and the Conasauga junction, at about 6:30. Probably the total miledge that day had been close to 19 miles. No wonder my feet hurt! One of the
few amusing aspects of the day was that, notwithstanding the seemingly inexhaustible variety of the surroundings; every east-to-west river
crossing seemed the same, with a left bend of the river against a rock wall just downstream. Kind of made me wonder if I was getting
anywhere, or had: discovered the first circular river. -

On the third day I had a "mere" ten miles and fifteen or so river crossings to reach my car at daoub 1 PM.  Motwithstanding a flat tire
on West Cowpen Road, I rejoined my family at the Lake Conasauga campground and spent the next three days recuperating and doing nothing in
particular.

Of course by row my feet have almost recovered, the memory of the hip pain a backpack always causes has dimmed, and I have left only
thousands of beautiful images of the river. If any of the rest of you should care to hike the Jacks, here is some advice. First, there are
close to 40 river crossings, and you'll never get anywhere if you try to keep your feet dry by rock-hopping or changing shoes at each
crossing. Get some canvas shoes and glue a layer of felt or outdeor carpet to the sole with contact cement. The fibers give tremendous
traction on rocks which would otherwise be treacherously slippery. If you don't felt the soles, then try to aim your steps for the lowest i
spots in the river crossings. That way you can't slip any lower. Bring either a 2 quart canteen or a dropper bottle of Clorox for
disinfecting the river water. Because Jones Mill is upstream, you can't trust. the river water, and "safe" streams are infrequent in dry mmths :
when the Jacks is hikeable.

) But some of you may be wondering, why not see the Jacks in a canoe? I wonder about that to, but am not sure it will ever be ddné,
First, there are.probably no more than 15 days in a typical year when rains pump the stream w to where it is runnable. Second, it's at least
19 miles. from Jones Mill to the Conasauga junction, through the biggest wilderness area in the East. Escape trails are infrequent and ‘long;
one could easily be stranded bankside in a spot from which climbing out would be almost impossible. Putting in at Jones Mill may not be
possible, since the roads are poor in rainy weather, and the Jones's have been sensitized to outsiders by the misdeeds of hikers and
fishermen. In that case you would have to drive to Dally Gap and drag your hoat and gear two miles in to the river. Shuttle is phenanenqlly
long. If you still manage to get on-the water at a reasonable hour, soon you'll encounter the first real problem: 2.4 miles of river where
the gradient averages 200 feet per mile and hits 250' in spots! This is steeper than the mile bracketing Jacks Falls! Not even Overflow
Creek boasts such gradients. I did not see any single drops over 8 feet, although there might be some where they can't be viewed from the
trail. Instead what you have are tight drops and turns, each of which would rank from class III to IV by itself, packed so close together
that what one miqht jokingly refer to as pools are often no longer than-a decked boat. th, and there are big logs and trees “salted generously
throughout.  If you can run the first 1/3 mile of this segment safely, just eddy out to the right above the 8 foot waterfall, and you can
portage about half of the rest on the trail. Still alive? Comparatively speaking, the rest should be a piece of cake, but I hope you brought
your camping gear along, because there's still 13 miles to go, with an average gradient of over 60’ per mile, discounting the falls, where the
‘portage trail may be covered when the water is high enough for the entire river to be runnable. Nothing like running and scouting a bodacious
technical nightmare with a boat full of camping gear and emergency supplies. One could hike in 3 1/2 miles to Beech Bottom, just above the
falls, in order to run the lower Jacks, but is anyone seriously interested in carrying a boat and gear that far?

By the way, the Forest Service has extended the Conasauga River trail downstream several miles, almost to where the river exits the
wilderness area. The trail then climbs out to the Murray's Lake campground,swhich is reached from West Cowpen Road. Naturally there are
frequent river crossings, but the scenery should be spectacular. I have tentatively planned a day hike along this section for October the
11th. Felt your shoes if you want to go along. ---Gary DeBacher

For Sale: Perception Sage complete with float bags and special yellow paint job. Call Jack Weems, 321-7544; .
938-5263 '

WANT ADS

Wanted: Good used Mad River Explorer ABS canoe. Contact Jack Bottoms, Rt. 6, Box 363, Cérrolbon, GA 30117, Ph, 404-854-8476

FOR SALE - KAYAK, Fiberglass construction, good condition, asking %75 with.
no accessories included, Call Jeff Rowe at (bol) 765-2283 (0) or 8745524 (H),

FOR SALE--16" Mohawk ABS Whitewater Canoe, Brand new, never used. $425.00
Call Jerry Holladay, Home 688-1842; Office 688-8970



