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March, 1980 ' NEWSLETTER ‘ o VOl. 15, Nou 3
Deadline for material for the next newsletter Is the 15th, Submit material to Gary DeBacher, 1191 Conway Rd., Decatur, GA 30030, PLEASE TYPE
BORDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND NO VERTICAL SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS, This format makes It much easier for me
fo lay out the newstetter. Good, high contrast photos are also welcome, as well as pertinent conservation cl Ippings from other publications.
MAIL RETLRNED FROM THE GCA? Maybe it's because the editor, stupid fellow that he Is, has been putting the 'wrong ZIP code on the newsletter.
The correct ZIP code is 30357. Sorry about that. )

—

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF March, 7:30 PM IN FERNBANK SCIENCE CENTER, ALL MEMBERS ARE WE|.COME TO ATTEND.

TRIPS FOR MARCH
March 1 Apalachee class |' (i1) John ' Shumaker 874-6716 afternoons only
2 Nacoochee 1-11 Jimmy Gunter 974-8681
8 - K-1 Rolling Practice See announcement be|ow
Mstro Chattahoochee, Powers Ferry to hwy 41, Maybe Sope Creek fpo.
John Shumaker ' 874-6716 afternoons only
Chattooga il class |11,IV Allen Lewis 997-3051
Ichetucknee River (FLA) Je Gunter 974-8681
9 Okeefenokee/ Suwannee Canal  J. Gunter " " (Register early)
15 Flint-Yel lowjacket Shoals class I1=111 Jim Gurley 1-568-4354 -
16 Etowah class -1 Jo Gunter 974-8681
2 C-1 Rolling Practice ' See announcement below
Mefro Chattahooches PF to hwy 41 - John Shumaker B874-6716 afternoons only
" Oconaluftee class 111 Roger Nott = 1-536-6923
NC J\ Soco Creek (same day) ¢l (11 u " : " "
23 ..Raven Fork class I1i-1V " "’ " "
29 Mulberry Creek ¢le | (11) John Shumaker* 874-6716 afterngons only

Lazer Creek class |-t " " " "

*1f 1 can get free that Saturday, | may talk John into switching this trip onto Flat
Shoals Creeks It is mostly flat, but has a half mile long class 11 shoal toward the end.~ Ed.
THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING was well attended in spite of the editor's failing to include directions to the Afianta Waterworks Iodge 1n The
announcement. There were a lot of new faces there. An excellent Red Cross instriuctional fi Im on whitewater basics was shown, as well as Hank
Ramikaze Klausman's films of tho Grand Canyon and Overfiow Cresks ‘

FOLLING PRACTICE FOR KAYAKS ONLY will take place from 8 o 10 AM on Saturday, March 8 at the Northside Fami ly Branch YMCA, 3424 Roswel! Rd. NW
in Atlanta. Hank and David Klausman will be instructing. Hank asks that prospective registrants.obtain a copy of Eric Evans' Kayaking at one
of the area whitewater equipment stores, YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER for this training session by calling John Shumaker at 874-6716, afternoons .
only. There wilt be a 15 tpaf limit, and unregistered hoaters will not be admitted. A fee of $2 will be charged to help cover the cost of the
facility, . i . .

All kayaks should be cleaned inside and oute Tape a rubber ball or piece of Ethafoam on each end, and put tape over meta) paddle tips
o avold marring pool walls. John Shumaker will relate other requirements when you pre-register.

G-1 FOLLING PRACTICE wili toke place from 8 o 10 AM on Saturday. March 27 at tha Nertheide Fami Iy Aranch YA, 2529 Roswol | Rd. M. No
layaks, and a 12 boat Iimit. There will be a charge of $2, You may wish fo read the sections on C-1 rolling in the Red Cross Canoeing Guide
or in McNair's Basic River Canoeing. Boats must be clean inside and out, preferably with a piece of ethafoam or a rubker batl taped to each
end. Tape paddle tips also. A mask or nose clips may be helpful. Register with Gary DeBacher, 288-1773,

K-1 frainees from the first roliing practice session reported to me that Hank and David Klausman did a real ly great Job instructing, and that
The session was very worthwhile. Only hope | can do as well with the C-1's. —-Fd. ' )

EDITOR AFPEALS: Because of some extra things | will have fo attend to, both at work and for my famlly, | y)l!l have Jgss time than usual to
¥ork on the newsletter in the upcoming months, | really need some contributions from other GCA members to-help keep.up the quality and
cuantity of our publication. 1f you've been thinking of submitting something, now Is the time to do it.



SOUTHEASTERN RACE RULES: Prel iminary work has already started on the GCA sponsored Southeastern champlonship canoe and kayak races. John
Shumaker has asked me, as boat lnspec‘br, to clarify the rules ooncerning champlonéhlp and cruising classes in the downriver races.

Crulsing boats are those clearly designed for general use rather than for racing. Some fairly fast boats may be quite legal for the
cruising class, such as the Blue Hole MGA or the Keewaydin 16. To add interest to the race this year, we are hoping to have either
manufacturer- sponsored medals or special awards for some of the very common ABS whitewater designs, such as the standard 16' Blue Hole « This
will give paddlers of slower cruising boats a better chance for an awarde All cruising class boats must meet the USCA/ACA standard for

- marathon cruising length fo width ratio. Certain very fast cruisers closely resembling downriver racing designs may be put in the
champlonship ¢lass at the discretion of: the boat -Inspector. Examples would be the Grumman 18' FRP or the Jensen 18! cruiser. And in general,
‘I you're very experlenced, highly trained and out for blood, don't show. up at boat inspection with an ultra-fast cruiser, or a sense of
Justice may force me to put you in the champlonship class.

Downriver championship boats may be no longer than 18! 6", and must meet the USCA/ACA rule for marathon championship boats with respect
to ratio of length fo width at the 4" water!ine. Examples of boats which will run in this class Include the Mad River TW Special, Sawyer
Charger, Mad River Screamer, and Jensen W. - ' . ’ '

In either class, decks may not exceed 30" In length. Quiwales, whether original or added, can be no wider than 1.5 inches. Added
flotation should not exceed 10 cubic feet, and should not be placed such that it tends fo prevent water from entering the boat. | have tried
in the past two years to Interpret the flotation rules broadly for the cruising class so as to avold making people do drastic last minute
alterations on boats and flotation. | have been accepting standard center float blocks, even when they stick somewhat above the gunwales, as
fong as they're around 10 cubic feet and don't prevent water from siipping in next to the gunwale.

As for the open boat slalom race, in the past two years we have had two classes, one for high rocker boats of all lengths |ike the
Perception HD or Mad River ME which are designed with slaiom performance in mind, ‘and one for low rocker cances of all lengths which are
designed for general use. Note that | said for all lengths. A 17 foot Grumian and a 14 foof Old Town would both run in the low rocker class,
The 13 foot Perception HD and the 15'6" Mad River would both run in the high rocker class. In my own opinion, this has promoted the fairest
competition. Some people would ke fo see us switch to the ACA rules, which are according to length but make na distinction as to the extent
of rocker and consequent maneuverabi!ity. The result of such a change would be that owners of Blue Holes and the |ike would have little
chance for a medal. All awards would ‘fend to go to owners of the more specialized high rocker slalom boats. So as of this date, | am still
planning to split the class according to rocker, Ignoring lengthe ' .

Unfortunately, the ACA open boat championship rules don't make much sense. ‘They have a long and a short class for slalom, and a short,
.medlum, and long class for downriver. This may make some sense at the Nationals, where all competitors expect to have to buy special ized
racing boats to have a chance at winning. But at the Southeasterns, we try to have some classes where good paddiers in general purpose boats

" have a chance for an award. That's why we have never slavishly copied ACA rules, and haVe changed our own rules from time to time to meet
changing conditions, such as the advent of high rocker open boats. Maybe in a few years all open boat paddiers will be using high rocker
boats for whitewater. Then we'll change the rules again, perhaps splitting the slalom class by length like the ACA. The purpose beb’:nd any
set of good rules for boat classification is to produce befter competition. -—-Gary DeBacher

GCA membership chalrperson Nancy Wylle is currentiy reviewing the newsletter address list, removing deadbeats and culling out duplicate names
_and addresses. She is doing a very careful address check using the old |ist, addresses from checks for dues, and return addresses on the
envelopes in which the dues arriveds If any fwo of these agree, that is assumed to be your correct address. Obviously this system is not
perfect, so a few of you may start missing newsletters as of next month. When ‘this happens, don't confact the editor! He is almost sure to

. lose or ignore your complaint, Just call or write Nancy Wylie (256-1172; 4245 Rickenbacker Way, Atl., GA 30342) and she will correct the
probleme o ; :

GCA newsletter ad policys | do nrot intend %o solicit ads for the coming year's newsletters, sinca they have tended fo be a lot of work to
‘paste up and often push us info a higher postage bracket. 1f ads are submitted, the charge will probably be an exorbitant $100 per year or
$15 per issue for a quarfer page.. We are"g’ra,“refdl to our advertisers for placing, ads with us during the past year, but the rates simply have
. to'be set”higher to justify the extra costs of printing and maitings -Ads for the GCA Guidebook are being capably handled by guidebook editor
Georde Neill, and the rates will bé more mioderate, since there will be only one printing. Commerclal advertisers may also buy typed ads in the
want ad section of the newsletter. The'rate dapends on the ad, but a very brief listing would be only $5. -~—Ed.

Opposite Exiremes: the Savannah and tha upper Soque. : :

I began ths‘paddl ing seasoh on the first weekend in February with sub~freozing trips on one of Georgla's largest rivers, the Savannah,
and on.one of the smaller runnable ‘mountain streams, the upper Soque. Roger Nott's trip report for the Soque is elsewhere in this fssues |
can confirm that this is one of the best class |=11 runs in north Georgla, even with a lot of tree portages and shallow water. It may not
stay that way for too meny more years, since along the left bank of the best sectlon, there were 63 |ittle wooden signé, evidently marking off
cabin sites. The fate of the Savannah is even worse: in a few years, the last remaining section above the Fall Line will be lnundated behind
+he Richard B. Russell Dam. Reece Turrentine will be writing about this section In a forthcoming issue of Brown's Guide. Although the stream
gradient is not high, the enormous volume of water which flows when power s generated upstream causes some powerful waves in the shoals and
makes padd! ing on the flat sections strictly optionals We took out at the bridge Just upstream of Trotters Shoals, which was probably Just as
well, since it looked so long and wavy that | doubt my |ittle 13' open boat could have made i+ without swampinge ---Gary DeBacher
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SUNBRIGHT, TENNESSEE
2

Write For Our Free Brochure

NEW- Mike Galt designed
easy paddling cruiser

SPECIFICATIONS Bow height: 20 in. High Country
Length, 17'6" MIdShipS depth. 13 in. Canoe Rentals
® Long enough to paddle * Deep enough for safety; Schou! of white.
easily; short enough for low enough to paddle easily, water tachnique
nimbleness. Bigenoughto *~  even in a moderate wind. beginning Aprit 15
- carry all your gear, Hull Configuration
Hull material: Royalex e Asymmetrical hull for easy
®  You know how tough it paddling, even in shallow , Call cr write for
is! water. . - - frea birachure,
Beam, Gunwale: 36 in. * Extra-rigid V/arch bottom :
Beam, 4-in. W/L: 32 in. .. forimproved tracking. - . : Hours
e Lean‘and slim in the ® Zero rocker for improved C Ha h an“ i“n o, thra Fri. 108;
- water, with a lot of flare tracking. o4 ;!;;ARCLIFF VILLAGE
in the freeboard for ® Inclined bow stem to . 300 POWERS FERRY RD ANSLEY MALL 2138 Henderson Mitl R,
. stability when the going facilitate turns. . Atants o, 9030 ot e o el
gets tough. Plenty of reserve 404/955-1866 464/874-323 104/491-8217

cargo capacity.
A dry, seaworthy canoel

 JOIN US!

Trv Looking
at theWorld
from a New
Perception.

LENOX SQUARE, ATLANTA
(Nextto the theatres)

266-8372

Inside-out, Perception
boats are for the Thinker, the
person who beifeves precise
engineering dictaies bequty,
That's why Perception kayaks
and cances look alitfle
different, handle a litfle befter.

Because long beforeyou

ever see a Perception boat
in your deaier's snowroom,
it's been researched, tested,
and lived with.

From the Roto-moided ,

o . OUTDOOR ADVENTURES )
ILDWATER, LTD. RAFT TRIPS 4
i LONG CREEK, .c. 2068 CHATTOOGA RIVER, S.C. |

o , ' * 'PHONE: (803) 847-5336
exciting new Quest kayak to .
Ihe handicared salsly 7 . o WINTER: 400 WEST ROAD _ NOLICHUCKY RIVER, TN.
antangia canoe, Fercep- . . 1
fion builds oats that make PORTSMOUTH, VIRGINIA 23707 - OCOEF R]WYER, TN.

sense. : PHONE (804) 397-6658

i

: N | .
SPECIAL RATES FOR GCA ME
ON ANY CANOE OR KAYAK CLINIC - WRITE FOR DETAILS

\_

gets twice as much rain as the mountains. Notwithstanding my‘
.actual inspection of mountain streams on 1-19-80 indicates
of rain and are not particularly high.

Little known fact: sometimes Atlanta
premature remarks on the first page,
that they have not received 2"



