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P. O. Box 7023, Atlanta, Georgia 30309

Apologies if this newsletter reaches you a day or two late. We had to coordinate our efforts
with our printer's ,ummer vacation break. The printers are making everv effort to make -up
for lost time, and we'll hope that the U.S. Postal Service cooperates. ~==Ed.

September 1979 NEWSLETTER Vol. XIV, No.9

" Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, 1191 Conway Rd.,
Decatur, GA 30030. PLEASE TYPE BORDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND NO SPACES BETWEEN
PARAGRAPHS, This format makes it much easler for me to lay out the newsletter.

SEPTEMBER TRIP SCHEDULE

Labor Day Nantahala Weekend Jim Atkins 685-6586
Sept. 8 . Etowah i-11 Jimmy Gunter 424-0850
9 Nacoochee -1 n "
15 Chattooga 4, 111-V Jack Weems 938-5263
16 Chattooga 3, |11-1V Norm Reynolds 455-3498
22 Ocoee class |11-V Gary DeBacher 288-1773
23 Upper Chattahoochee "I can't believe | did the whole thing" marathon.
0Old Sautée Store to Belton Bridge. 25 easy paddlin' miles.
Robin Oscar 451-2210
29 Coosawattee or Talking Rock if suff, water DeBacher, 288-1773
30 Broad 1-11 Jimmy Gunter 424-0850

Water conditions could require alteration or even cancellation of some of these trips.Gary
DeBacher is hoping to run the Coosawattee in late September or early October if we get some rain,
and is also planning to do those river hikes as soon as his hip recovers from a fall, Interested
parties are welcome to call.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIiRST WEDNESDAY IN SEPTEMBER. 7:30 PM IN FERNBANK SCIENCE CENTER.
The editorial turkey has learned that It is easy fo find the phone number of the new treasurer and membership
chairperson if you just spell her name right: Nancy Wylie, 256-1172 (h).

Though | wasn't there, | understand that the August executive board meeting included some Iively
discussion of the exploration frip report issue. The upshot is that everyone reallises that special
clrcumstances may cause the editor to not print certain exploration accounts, but that such censorship should be
kept to a minimum.

Another interesting suggestion was that the club consider buying a boat trailer to cut gas costs to the
rivers. !'m not sure that this would help that much unless we also obtained a van to carry the paddlers and pul
the trailer, and that gets into really big money. But it would not surprise me If some clubs are forced Into
such large cooperative purposes within 10 years, or maybe less. Reactions are invited. ---Ed.

Be sure to read President Weems' appeal for your involvement in GCA as officers or otherwise. Getting good
officers is really a problem, and just can't be done if you make up your mind in advance that you won't consider
serving if asked. | don't know right now where we will find another president as good as Jack; he's also helped
me a lot with the newsletter.

As for the newsletter, thanks for the many compliments. So far it has been reinforcing, and | plan to do
it for another year if my wife doesn't have me committed or divorce me for neglect. | could wish that more of
you were submitting guest editorials, harangues, frip reports on out-of-state rivers, stolen conservation
arficles, cartoons, etc. Don't be shy. Your stuff can't be worse than some things |'ve written. By the way,
Herndon, | will print your articles as soon as | edit the dirty parts a little and deal with the problems posed
by your ignoring my layout instructions. "All the stuff that fits, we print." ---Ed,

We!ll have to wait til next month for Barbara Osgood's report on the women's paddling clinic, but | understand
it was a success. Some of the graduates are now better than McAmis, and all are at least as cocky. =---Ed.



THIS MONTH'S TURKEY CHUTE shows a group of paddlers bracing
for the Sea of Life. Who are these gobblers, and why aren't
they in the Fernbank Science Center with the other stuffed
animals? Answer elsewhere in this issue.

Saturday, July 21 POP-UPS ON THE ETOWAH? Well, it was like this...we were s'posed to run the Middle Chestatee, but
with so much rain the previous week, | had folks meet in Dawsonville while | checked the gauge for upper Amicalola.
Only .7, not really enoughe So | polied the group and found that most had never run the Etowah, and some others like
myself hadn't seen it in several years. At the put-in we found lots of water, a really comfortabie level for a
change, plus a couple more GCA boats, 'so our 13 craft got on just ahead of a large group from Gainesville. Nobody
got stuck at Chuck Shoals, but | did manage to sucker a couple of boats into flipping at the ledge down near the
falls. We portaged and crossed to eat lunch on the river left rock to leave room for the Gainesville group. Running
the 3' drop below the falls is a long-standing GCA tradition, and all who fried it managed to stay upright. After
running it forwards and backwards, | worked my C-1 back up to the base of the drop and found to everyone's surprise
that my fat old Hahn (see want ads) would do 45° pop-ups! WIish you had been ‘there, McAmis; 1t would have levered
your Attantis right back up the ledge.

After lunch the whole group got off ahead of me and the sweep (Allen Bradford, C~1 open). You aren't supposed
to do that! Waiting for’AIIen,.l noticed that a rock in midstream was colonized by at least 6 huge wolf spiders and
littered with the remains of their victims. |f they get bigger or more numerous, they'll be grabbing boats out of the
eddy. Allen and | overtook the group just before the last sets of shoals, which all ran acceptably with benefit of
the extra water. : ' ' :

Anyway, it was a super frip in outstanding conditions. Now if | can just remember the rest of the names.

Dick Hamilton was the only kayaker and ran ahead to take pictures. In tandem were Hank Miles and a younger son, the

Levines (thanks for running shuttle, Mark), Amy Delaplaine and John Howser, Peter Elkon and Sally Brun, Ben Maxwell

and son John, Ben and Caroline Whifehill, daughter Whitehill and friend, and a father and sons whose names escape me.

Padd! ing solo open were Phil Daniel, Allen Bradford, and Hank Miles! older son, a 12 year old who manages a Mad River

Explorer so well that |'m sorry to hear he is headed for a kayak. Maybe he should try Bronwyn's C-1 slipper instead.
. ~-~Gary DeBacher

Nacoochee-sometime back .in late June or July. This report is somewhat overdue, but is noteworthy because it was the
first official GCA trip on this section in several years. You may recall that folks used to put in at the hwy 17
bridge near Helen. Some stili do, but the man who owns the fields in that area has harassed would-be paddlers so
much that many, while recognizing that he had no right to keeg them from the river, tended to avold it altogether.
Some of the rest of us found alternate put-ins a ways downstream, and have been running the section on impromptu
trips for the last three years.

Jimmy Gunter was the official leader for this club trip, but it fell to me to run over drivers on the shuttle,
etc., since we were using an entry point unknown to him.. Our farge group of about a dozen boats included a number of
new members; also a lot of new boats. There were at least 3 new Old Town Trippers and one new Blue Hole MGA., The
water was a little low, but everyone managed without much sticking, and we took our time so as not to do the seven
miles all at once. Unfortunately there are signs of impending cabin development in one of the prettier sections. We
found a sandy beach on which to eat lunch, and braver souls cooled off in the stili-chilly water. Our next stop was
at the broken-out mill dam, where various stout fellows removed a large tree so we could all body surf. And then on
to the takeout, where the many children with us fooled about while we lugged boats up the slope or ran shuttle. |
will not even attempt to recall all the names. =~ ----Gary DeBacher



Bill Endicott 1s head coach of the US team that did so well at the '79 worid championships in Canada., |'ve
reprinted some of those results in this issue. Note how well we did in C-1! This is as it should be, since
single-bladed paddling is uncommon in European river-running, and the first decked fiberglass "Capadian" canoe
was |ald up on this side of the water. But such poetic justice was only achieved by the efforts of Endicott and
of numerous other hard-working coaches and paddlers. With wider availability of trained coaches, many more of
our paddlers can rise from the canoeing ranks to help keep us in the top rank of international C-boat
competition, and in K-1W, and perhaps improve US performance in the tremendously competitive men's kayak class.

Dear Fellow Paddlers:

On September 29-30, 1979, the Canoce Cruisers' Association of
Washington, D. C. will sponsor an intensive two day clinic for persons
interested in coaching whitewater slalom. Both open and closed boats
will be dealt with, although the emphasis will be on the latter.

While racers are certainly welcome, the clinic - to my knowledge
the first of its kind in the U.S. - is directed at coaching.

In general, I and the other speakers will discuss the methods we
have evolved at the CCA which resulted in the club's winning more gold
medals in the 1979 Slalom World Championships than any other nation.

The clinic will begin with some "classroom™ lectures and discussions,
followed by some practical application of actually coaching paddlers
running gates, and doing other types of workouts.

Topics we will deal with include: what kind of person makes a good
coach; how a coach gets the trust and respect of his charges; teaching
and fundamentals; planning workouts; making workouts interesting;
decisiveness in running a workout; working with individual boaters;
peaking techniques; race strategy; psychological preparation of the
athlete.

_ I will have an agenda of topics, but I will not feel compelled to
stick to it exclusively if we have some good give and take. In fact, if
you will indicate the areas you are most interested in, I will try to
include those, too.

I believe that the U.S. needs a sound coaching program in whitewater
slalom. Now for the first time, we have a great deal of information on what
it takes to make a top racer, and the task at hand is to disseminate this
as widely as possible. Besides enhancing the calibre of slalom competition
in the United States, coaching can be a terribly exciting and satisfying
experience.

Come and let's talk about it.
!

. ' Sincerely,

William T. Endicott

U.S. National Team Coach

905 6th Streét, S.W. - No. 302
' Washington, D.C. 20024



SPECIAL HANK KLAUSMAN WANT AD SECTION, respecting the fact that the editorial turkey has falled fo get his want ads
in the last two Issues. Hank was starting to feel discriminated against. So buy this stuffl

FOR SALE: Two helmets-white Romer $15, white Seda $10, or both for $2N. Kober K-1 wooden
paddle, right hand control, spoon bladed, repaired, but in excellent shape-$25. Several

canoe paddles with wood handles and plastic blades (three are 58inches and one is 52inches)-

$10 each or all 4 for §35. Inflatable canoe with 3 separate air compartments plus two inflatable
seats, 13 feet long (great for kids or learning how to double blade paddle)-$50.

Call Hank Klausman at 255-7420.

For Sale

16 ft Perception ABS, Nantahala model, wood gunwales. Closed cell flotation poured under end caps. Ethafoam
flotation added under gunwales. Ethafoam pedestal seat. A beautifully outfitted boat which has seen only light use.
Bronwyn Fowlkes work 586-8246; home 233-1383,

For Sale: C-1 "Slipper". Phoenix factory glass and nylon layup. Outfitted by Bill Crowley. Never broken, no leaks.
Call Bronwyn Fowlkes-- office 586-8246; home 233-1383.

Set of used kayak split bags. $15 or best reasonable offer. B. Fowlkes, 233~1383,

C-1 for sale~ medium volume Hahn. A very solid boat in good condition; vinyl ester with unique cloth layup; seamed
inside and out; with float bags--- $250. Also an Old Town junior kayak with float bags and sprayskirt, suitable for'
a person up to 110 Ibs., like new-- $250, For above boats contact David Garrity~ 634-1847.

For sale- Phoenix Savage kayak in good condition, triple seams and foam seat, $195. Also "Jr." Hol lowform kayak,
perfect for young teen or woman paddier; $140 including ethafoam walls and split bags. Also: canoe float block, $10;
right-hand control Norse kayak paddle, spoon blade, $50. Eves, call 436-7400—aTaffy or Gary.

FOR SALE- 17! Mohawk Canoce, no keel. Good condition. $180. Trish, 993-7730.

For sale: Old Town Snapper kayak, ABS construction. Used only a few times by cance addict. Suffabie for persons over
150 ibs. Spray skirt included. A give-away at $200. Old Town Jr. kayak,suitable for beginners up to 110 Ibs. Well
used but in excellent repair, with spray skirt. $100, t1lad paddle, flat blade, 81". Like new. $50.

Call John or Tee Brower in Savannah, 912-354-4891 (eve) or write: 3 Althea Parkway, Savannah, GA 31405. Will arrange
delivery. : S

NEW custom made fiberglass/kevlar kayak, light blue deck with white
hull and seat, never been in the water. An excellent buy at $297.00.

-.—.Call Bob Wagner at (615) 886-5180 B or (615) 886-2420 or write:
Bob Wagner - 122 Signal Point Road, Signal Mtn., Tn. 37377

C-1, LARGE VOLUMN HAHN. Built by Bill Crowley in dazzling red on white. Good
condition. Ideal boat for an aspiring open canoer or anyone who'd like to
experience the ultimate whitewater boat, the C~l1. Appox. $200. Call Allen Lewis
at 427-6155 evenings or late night.

MAKE YOUR OWN BOATS!~ Save $$-Acquire invaluable C-1 MOLD FOR SALE- Hahn Munich '72. High volume
experience. We supply everything you need including with ralsed ends. Polished to a mirror finish for
molds and instructlion. Various arrangements and professional results, Used very |ittle~1ike new!
designs to choose from: K-1, C-~1 & open boats., Will consult with you on fabrication. $400.
For detalls and materials pricelist write or call: For details call or write:

Bubba Crochet Bubba Crochet

2127 Desmond Dr., 2127 Desmond Dr.,

Decatur, GA 30033 Decatur, GA 30033

(404) 636-2976 (404) 636-2976



WHAT ABOUT NEXT YEAR?

We are almost through the 1979 year, and although much has been accomplished,
there is still a lot to do. Such areas as the Ocoee, Chattachoochee River Park,
Amicalola Creek, Spewrell Bluff, river rights, and others need continuous
attention. The GCA needs leadership at all levels, and the more people who
contribute, the better and more responsive will be the leadership.

We are about elect new officers for next year, and each member can play an
important part in the future. There are many ways to contribute, some of which
follow:

1. Serve on the Executive Committee either as an officer or as a
committee person.
Let your feelings and opinions be known to club officers.
Contribute material for the newsletter.
Bitch a little (but act).
Nominate your friends for positions on the Executive Committee.
All of the above.

NN WN

It is extremely important that people with feelings and opinions make themselves
known in order for the club leadership to be responsive. So act now and lets
continue the progress of the past with a broader base in the future.

I have appointed a nominating committee for next years slate of officers.
Please contact one of them as soon as possible if you would like to serve,
or if you know someone who would. The committee is:

Home Office
Jimmy Gunter 424-0850 941-1900
Curt Holmes 768-1239 521-0800
Bonnie Wolf 237~1346 588-8565

Call today!:

Jack Weems, President

P.S. The general membership meeting for election of officers is tentatively
set for Friday, October 26 at the City of Atlanta Works. This will be confirmed
next month.

TURKEY CHUTE ANSWER: 1t's the 78-79 Executive Bored, who
have snuck away once more from the lucid think-tank at
Fernbank to get tanked down at the Old Souse Hole. Will you
be one of this merry band some day? It's not all hard work,
you know.




HATTOUGA LTI, SAT., AUwSE b, Ly(y

By the time the water drains down to 1.7 on the gage, the Chattooga has slowed considerably,
nd most of the blorts have gone into hibernation, However, the water was clear, cool, and wet,
ind when the thermometer is registering in the 90's, it's hard to find a better place to cool off
han the Chattooga. Hark! A fallen tree was totally blocking the entrance to the Sandy Ford
tapide Though Section 3 was new to half the paddlers on this trip, everyone ran everything clean,
he first time they ever saw BullSluice, the Harrisons made a tandem run through the double drop
‘hat couldn't have been done better by experts. They began canoeing this spring and are recent
'‘graduates" of a GCA training session. Hs was not in our group, but the iirner of ‘the HOT DOG:AWARD
ts-the> long armed kiyacker who ran Bull Sluice twice without a paddle--and made it} I hate to
it it, but due to longer reach required and a higher center of gravity, I doubt that could be
lone in a C-l. O.K. McAmis, there!s a challenge for you, Next time you complain about Section 3
veing dull, we!ll hold your paddle for you while you ride the Bulle
' Paddling the Chattooga and eating louisets fried chicken weres

Clo: Jim Farr, Doug Fortenmberry C20: Charles & Chuck Harrison, Allen & Yvonne Bradford

and trip coordinator: Allen Lewis in C-l . = .:n . -

Amicalola to the Arabs?. If you have not yet read the recent article in Brown's Guide on the Amicalola, please do
so. It will bring you up to date on how this extremely valuable piece of recreational real estate came to be owned by
Just two men, one of whom has long wished to preserve It by selling it to the state. This man has dealt patiently and
openly with various conservation groups and state agencies for several years, paying heavy property taxes all the
waye Growiquublic awareness has Increased river traffic, parking problems, and |itter, but has not, in my view,
brought the Body Politic closer to forking over a fair price for the land,

A member recently in contact with the owner has learned that he is very close to selling to a private group,
possibly involving Arab money. He is also considering posting some of the land because of abuse. Nevertheless he
remains open to the idea of public purchase, though he feels that only our governor, senators, and president have the
pull to get something substantive done in time.

Private development will probably close Amicalola to the paddling community, sooner or later. In contrast to,
say, the upper Hooch, there are not a multiplicity of public highway access points.

What can you do? | would suggest writing immediately to Governor Bushee, Senators Nunn and Talmadge, and also
to President Carter, citing the imminent danger and asking for Immediate and concrete action for public land
acquisition, For now, let them worry about how they buy it (plans have been mooted already), but you might remind
them that this is an absolutely first-rate piece of land and water just 1 hour and 15 minutes from a major
metropol itan area.

I f you choose to do nothing, don't say we didn't warn you, ~---Ed.

JOIN US!

=

LENOX SQUARE, ATLANTA
(Nextto the theatres)

266-8372




¢

- The Natlonal Park Service sent in the following announcement. They really are anxious for your input to the
planning process. Time will come when many will be unable to afford the drive to more distant rivers, so let's

take care of this one.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE FLOATS IDEAS FOR RIVER PARK

Within 10 miles of downtown Atlanta you can raft or canoe through white-

water, or enjoy a quiet, lazy day catching rainbow trout, or hike along

trails through Appalachian vegetation. Where? The Chattahoochee River

north of the city.

Most Atlantans know this. Not as many realize, however,

that the National Park Service has been authorized by Congress to plan a

park using the river section from Buford Dam to Peachtree Creek as its

focus. In fact, the National Park Service planning team has already come

up with draft alternatives based on the public input they received at

meetings last spring. These alternatives provide for protection and

recreational use of the river's natural environment. The National Park

Service needs additional ideas for the type of park you would 1ike to

have. As energy supply problems mount, accessible parks will become

increasingly important.

In October the National Park Service will

publish the Chattahoochee Channels newsletter and hold meetings to get

feedback regarding the draft alternatives. If you would Tike to attend

the meetings or receive a newsletter, call 952-6009.

Call Wildwater Ltd. at their
Long Creek location for gear
rental, shuttle service, or

water levels . Call after
8AM daily: (803) 647-5336

[ : " OUTDOOR ADVENTURES '\
‘uILDWATER. LTD. RAFT TRIPS

i’ -0NG CREEK, 5.C. 20658 CHATTOOGA RIVER, S.C.
PHONE: (803 6475338 N OLICHUCKY RIVER, TN.

WINTER: 400 WEST ROAD
PORTSMOUTH, VIRGINIA 23707 4 EE RIVER, TN.
sl

PHONE (804) 397-6858

SPECIAL RATES FOR GCA MEMBERS -+

\ ON ANY CANQ!.‘ OR KAYAK CLINIC - WRITE FOR DETAILS )




CHATTOOGA III Saturday, July 14, 1979

With a water level of 2.1 and falling, this was not the average mid summer
Section 3 trip. Also, it's not often that we are honored to have such celebrites
as Ted Snyder, national president of the Sierra Club, and Tom Hamby, famed expert
Canoest, to paddle with us. However, the most noteworthy item in the Believe it
or Not section is that after just 8 years of paddling Section IV and canoe skiing
down roeky put-ins, Tom has has retired his "new" Grumman aluminum canoe, and
broght a Blue Hole to the river. Tom paddled C2o with Richard Deyhuff, who learned
among other things, how to flip at Second Ledge--well, Tom was in a new boat.

We were having lunch at SecondLedge and anxiously awaiting a grand show of the
C3open which we left after witnessing their flips at the enormous 12 inch ledge
above Wake-~up, then again at Wake-up, when Gwen made her appearance by running
Second Ledge backards. Gwen said she had passed the Three Stooges just above the
Narrows. We have reasons to believe the C3open was eaten by a Great White Blort
that haunts the depths of the Narrows. :

Sometimes people shy away from The Bull at this level but not this bunch of
glory hogs. We all ran the double drop( the only respectable way to do it) and
mostly right through the big hole. We were getting the best of the Bull until
Dale Bergen surfaced with a severed finger tendon during his second run...obviously
biten by a blort. After Dale's finger was treated at Rabun County Hospital, we
all converged at Louise's and dined on heaping plates of delicious vegetables and
fried chicken while exchanging canoe stories and other lies. until 10 pm. The
Chauga was too low on the next day so we all paddled the Chattooga again which
had dropped to a water level of 1.9,

Paddlers not already mentioned were:

‘Clo:- Les Davenport, Jim Barrows, Arnold Zigman, and John Houser.

C20: Tee & John Brower, sally & Peter Elcon, and Beth & Roger Knott.

Kl: Brooks and Ian Brower. C20: Bob & Gus Elliot

Trip Coordinator-- Allen Lewis in C-1

U. 8. TEAMS WIN!

The U. S. Teams won gold medals in both slalom
and wildwater at the World Championships held in
Jonquiere, Quebec July 4-8,

Outstanding performances include:

Wildwater ‘ .
1st place in K-1 Team Race %%%g%%m%
Cathy Hearn (CCA), Carol Fisher, Leslie Klein g c thr'sH
Second place in C-1 Team Race | . athy Hearn, Linda :Harrison, Becky Judd
Kent Ford (CCA), Chuck Lyda, John Evans. C-1 - First
Slalom , Jon Lugbill, David Hearn, Bob Robison.

K-1W - Cathy Hearn (CCA) First place -
Linda Harrison - Third

C-1  Jon Lugbill - 1st (CCA)
David Hearn ~ 2nd (CCA)
Bob Robison ~ 3rd (CCA) , :
(We hear it was a great sight to see 3 U.S.
flags go up!)
K-1  Chris McCormick was 5th in the kayak race,

This is the best the U.S, has ever done. There
were 65 kayaks in the race.



CARTECAY July 15

The gauge read 2,07 en this beautiful day. Dianne Bailey (k-1) got & tree
branch stuck up her nose even before we met unaveidable ledge. At lunch we stoppe
on a blg boulder everleeking a large olass II surfing rapid. The rapid has a tree
submerged at its entrance and then the current drops inte a whirlpeel. Belew the
tree one ceuld jump in the current and fall inte the whirlpeel, Nearly everyene
tried 1t and some even held onto the tree er its branches and "bedy skimmed" the
surface of the swift current. Nearby was a cliff which had deep water belew so we
Jumped.

Wade Finch and Zane Lee (c-2, epen) did a fine jeb surfing the big hele at the
Tfirst class III slide. Burt Butler (e=1, epen) alse surfed the blg hele and held
his boat in foer quite a while befere the current filled him up and threw him out,
Tom Roland (c~-2, open) handled the stern well fer a nevice except for the first
class III after which he exclaimed, " I didn't know which way the boat was geing! A
And I must admit frem the bew I couldn't tell which vay the boat was goling elthe

PADDLERS: K~1's were Robert Feldman and Dianne Balley; C-1 opens were Dennis
Lovell, Phil Daniell, Hank Miles and Lee Mlles; C-2 epens were Doeug Fertenberry an
Camille Ayash, Burt Butler and wife, Wade Finch and Zane Lee, Charlle Harrisen and
Chuck Harrisen, David Ashley and Beth Ramsey, Tom Reoland and me...

John G. Shumaker, Jr.

ENROLL NOW FOR A
MOST EXCITING SUMMER!

exPERIENCE THE Wild RIVERS

with

uvEt Ho
o e
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Use the reliable 17-footer,
A durable WILDERNESS Wanderer. .

OR

Try the all-tough 16-footer, .
A superb WHITEWATER Challenger.

All our canoes use Royalex hulls, and we mold them all right here in Sunbright.
We know canoeing — and we know Royalex.

High Country
Canoe Rentais

—
Schoul of white
water technique
beginning April 15

We're the nation’s leading Royalex canoe manufacturer. It’s no secret that Blue
Hole Canoes are the best RIVER canoes available anywhere.

Write For Our Free Brochure: f.GYCIkS fCer; E:ov;lr;::efu
< E o, | "M\
A@v é@% Hours
5 Mon, thru Fri, 10 8;
CANOE COMPANY Hgn an"ntw Inn. St 106

' DEPARTMENT O BRIARCLIFF VILLAGE
6300 POWERS FERRY RD ANSLEY MALL 2138 Henderson Mill Rd,
SUNBRIGHT, TENNESSEE ° at 1-285 NW 1544 Piedmont Ave. Al:mss fﬁgmer'\sl(.)rlluk; Mail

37872 Atlanta, Ga. 36339 Atlanta, Ga. Atlanta, Ga. 30345
404/955-1866 404/874-4323 404/491-8217




THE OPEN BOAT NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS, SALMON RIVER, PULASKI, N.Y., JULY 28--29TH:

You have to be & 1ittle crary to drive over 20 hours to go to a race. My first impression
of the Nationals was that they were a long, long way from Georgla! Since Pulaski, N.Y. is not
exactly a household word, I will note that it is on Lake Ontario and approximately the same
latitude as Portland, Maine., Being good (not to mention poor) citiszens, four of us pooled our
resources and conserved gasoline by driving up together, The four-- Doug Johnstone and girlfriend
Donna (both from Knoxville), Tom Dallinger from Statesville, N.C., and I-- arrived intact but
bleary eyed two days before the race to check out the river (which no one around here seemed to
have ever heard of, much less paddled.) As far as I know, Steve Epps with partner Julie Downs,
Chuck Harris with his C-2 partner, and Tom and I were the only GCA people there. Other friends
from the South included Tom Barnett (Atlanta), Steve Scarborough and Jim Shéldérder (Chatooga
Outfitters), and Payson Kennedy with many friends from Nantahala Outdoor Center.

The river was a surprise. Prior to leaving the most reliable word was that it was a
relatively easy Class I-II probably unworthy of a National Championship., I cannot speak for the
wildwater course since I only paddled slalom, but the slalom course was the most challenging
one for open boats that I have ever encountered. The section of the miver where the course was
set reminded me of a slightly larger version of the Nantahala minus any decent eddies and
adding more back-stopper waves. It was a wet course and, because there were few eddies, a
spill usually meant swimming the whole course, Out of the first ten boats (C-2) there
seemed to be more men swimming the course than paddling it., Only three out of the first seven CiW
boats made it to the finish line without spilling. The river had mean ledges which resulted in the
finish line looking like a Dunkirk of bruised bodies and broken equipment, - Several people had
broken paddles (vicious Blorts these)., I also saw an 0ld Town with the nose sliced almost
‘completely off, a Mad River with broken thwarts and gunwhales, and a Blue Hole with a dent large
enough to require wedging it between two trees and straighting by pulling with a rope attached to
a truck. Ah-h the joys of racing! It struck terror in my heart to imagine my new toys (an
HD1 and a fantastic new graphite paddle, both from Perception***) being consumed by these
insatiable Yankee Blorts. In the end, however, they decided to let me alone,

A On the bright side, the race was extremely well organized, beginning and ending on time

as well as providing judges so the paddlers did not have to judge gates when they weren't

racing. The quality of open boat racing seems to he getting better and better with courses
that would have been considered too difficult for open boats a few years ago becoming the
accepted norm. (This seems to parallel a trend in river running also.) The "standard" canoce is
rapidly being replaced at the races by interesting production models such as the HD1 and a new
high rocker tandem boat from Mad River called the ME, as well as some fantastic hand layups,

The racers themselves seem to be advancing along with the equipment and there was godd competition
in all the classes, :

The official results have not been mailed out yet, but since I promised the editor a report
for this newsletter, I will give the slalom results that I can recall with apologies to those
omitted or with names misspelled. Those receiving medals from the South were:

C=1 _ Short Steve Epps 3rd Place
C-1 Long Steve Scarborough 1st Place
, Tom Barnett 2rd Place

-C-1 Womens , Barbara Osgood o .2rd Place
Eve Eaton (NOC) 3rd Place

c-2 Payson Kennedy & Phil Williams (NOC) 2nd Place
C-2 Womens Bunny Johns and Eve Eaton (NOC) 1st Place
C=-2 Mixed Margie Carlisle & John Zubizaretta(NOC)lst Place

k% A very special thanks to Gary Galloway (manager, Blue Ridge Moumtain Sports) and Bill Masters
(Perception Canoe Co.). A week before the race I managed to lose both of the paddles I had
been practicing with, In response to my acute distress, Gary called Bill who had this
special graphite paddle made up in three days, It is beautiful and I am erasy about it.

Yy : ~-=Barbara Osgood -



