Georsy Comoenne Assocnmrran [

P. O. Box 7023, Atlanta, Georgia 30309

JULY 1975 NEWSLETTER VOL. IX NO. 6

August Newsletter Deadline
is JULY 21. Send typed copy
if possible to:

Maureen Maloney

860 Franklin Road, S.E.
Apt. 117

Marietta, Ga. 30062

REMINDER: River trip reports not received by Newsletter deadline will be listed
' with trip leader's name, but without further comment.

- . S S — — e ST T GEN e R R e S M S . S G — - f ——— S0 S S —— T S G G D S SR S T G fmm S G v SRR M G SER She MRS GRS e Gt e S S G M G R SN SE S e S M P —

JULY TRIP SCHEDULE .
(Refer to GCA Directory or trip leaders for details)

wed., July 2 Board of Directors Meeting, Fernbank Science Center, 7:30 p.m.
' Membership is welcome to attend. S

Sat., July 5 ) Toccoa, Class I, II. David Garrity, 634-1847 after 6:30 p.m.

Sun., July 6 Etowah, Class I, II. Jan Albitz, 469-8848. ‘

Sat,,; July 12 Upper Chattahoochee, Class II, III. Dale Bergen, 377-2970.
Vé::f:-July 13 Flint (Yellow Jacket Shoals), Class III. Allen Lewis, 363-353¢
LSQET, July 19 Chattooga, Sec. III. Jack Weems, 938-5263.

: BALTR Lrbeees — QLG z?}ﬁg
- Sun., July 20 Chattooga, Sec. II. Gary DeBacher, 288-1773.
Sat., July 26 Nantahala, Class III. John Helmlinger, 755-0396.
Sun., July 27 Hiawassee, Class II. No Trip Leader. Volunteers call Cruise-

Master, Allen Lewis, 363-3538.

NOTE:

_Chattooga Sec IV trip leaders are hard to find due to the skill requirements
for runnlng this section. Volunteers please notify Cruisemaster of preferred
dates in sufflclent time for Newsletter prlntlng.




TRIP REPORTS .

UEper Chattahoochee, May 4
GCA paddlers enjoyed a beautiful spring day, with the water level at 2.6.
Lunch as usual was below Buck Shoals.

Two situations on this outing perhaps should be noted. Unfortunately, not

every parent accepted reasonable responsibility of their child - during the
trip. I think it most appropriate that parent(s) rather than other paddlers or
the ‘trip leader take chief responslblllty for a youngster when the parent(s)

is on the river. Secondly, autos left at the usual take-out were broken into
and vandalized. These cars weére parked 50 meters down the "sand pit" road and
were easily visible from the Duncan Bridge Road. There is not much shoulder on
the north side of the brldge, maklng that 1ocat10n unsuitable for parking.

Co-2: Eileen- Lange and frlend, Radlne and Dale Bergen; Co-1l: Herb Henry;

K-1l: Stacey Lange, Gwen Bergen, Hank-Klausman and famlly, Robin Oscar and friend,
and Bronwyn Fowlkes. And Rodger Losier and his crowd in a variety of craft:

Ned Beatty, Ken Edelstein, David Beatty, Bill Eidson, Bruce Johnson, David Griffin
Billy Criger, Eric Reid, Mike Rendeiro. My apologies to those I neglected to
mention. ) .

Perhaps a third occurrence on the Upper Chattahoochee is noteworthy. During the
downriver races,April 20th, 'my wife with ourfinfant son and our 4_year—old
daughter were standing near SR 115 bridge in front of Mrs. Wyches' store. A
large vicious dog, "supposedly chained" behind the store, made an unprovoked
attack on my ‘wife and daughter. Both weére bittén severely. Fortunately, two
White. County Civil . Defense men' were nearby and:were ‘able to.kick the dog from
the attack.. Our thanks to the White. and Habersham County. Sheriff's office. and
‘Public 'Health officer who observed ‘the dog for rabies. We do not know at this
time what action has been taken regarding the dog other than observation. This
incident was humorously alluded to by Bob Harrell of an Atlanta newspaper. I :
personally fail to see any humor in a dog blte., GCA members are advised to ‘take
appropriate precautions ‘when checking the Chattahooched River gauge at SR 115

to avoid a repeat performance by this dog. Herb Henry
Etowah, May 18 . - 3 .

After a week of rain, the sun came out ‘on Sunday and wé had ideal conditions.
Chuck Shoals was high enough to slide down without too much dragging. One boat
‘happened accidentally. onto a previously unknown chuté .on the fa¥ left. The-
mountain laurel was in the fullest bloom I have ever seen. Enjoying the trip
were five tandem canoes: Wes and Suzy Jones, Phil Duvose and friend, Dudley ]
Crockett and wife, Gary and Edna‘'Lachmund, and Diane Martin ‘&nd Hale Sanders.
Hale Sanders

Upper Chattahoochee, May 24 o
It was a beautiful, sunny day on a beautiful river. The water was at a medium
- level-of 2.37 on ‘the ‘gaugé. But thé "Song of!thé: Chattahoo¢hee” had a disturbing -
sound as we neared Smith Island--bulldozers on the right bank. Looks like those
beautiful green trees on the, "Hills of Habersham".will soon .be, replaced with
asphalt. -Paddlers were: Ed Nickerson, Allen Lewis and Donald Bricker in Co- l
Vickie and Connie Becker, Earl and Yvonne Moore in Co-2; Jack Madden in K-1.
e . : S : I el JAllen” Lew1s

Broad, Maz 25
Twenty—51x people in' 18 boats paddled and ‘swam iin hot, sunny weather; nearly all
sw1mm1ng was voluntary. The 5 ft. drop was popular enough that several re-ran
it left and center. A tandem crew shoved their boat up the ledde for ore more
" run, only to discover they douldn'€ climb up to it without help, and everyone
elge was. downstréam! THough our grdup was generally experienced, few had run
the Broad before. In Co-2 were Frank and Pattie Blackburn, Tom Blackburn and
Jerry Davy, Anne and Bill Rice, Gary and Edna Lachmund, Eileen Lange and Chip
Cooper, Carol and Billy Ray, Jim Barrow and Randy Chrlstlan, and Kathleen.and
Carleton Shuford. TIh Co~1 were Maureen Maloney, Allen Lewis and Frank Dudley.
‘Bronwyn Fowlkes ' dand I were paddling Cd-ls. Running kayaks were John' Blackburn,
Rick Califf, Steve Murphy,: Michelle Murphy: and. Stacey Lange.:

Gary DeBacher
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Please...enjoy your mid-day aperitifs

at the lunch stop and not while paddling.
Not only is it injurious to the image
GCA would like to project, but it is
detrimental to judgement and therefore
may be a safety hazard:
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Talking Rock Creek, June 7

Just five boats (!) ran 15 miles of river coursing through islands of blue-
flowered water plants, past cool streams and waterfalls, beneath steep forested
slopes and rocky cliffs. Where were the rest of you? Two of our tandem crews
were new to each other and in slow-moving Blue Holes besides, so we took our
time and soaked up the sun and scenery. At 8-1/2 miles the huge "cave b}uff"
marked the start of the harder class II rapids. Thunder clouds threatening
overhead made this section seem more dramatic, but no rain materialized and it
was a relief to get out of the sun. One intricate rapid perched both kayaks on
rocks, flipped and pinned our President's Blue Hole and sent her swimming. As
I helped her partner drag the boat loose, he confessed that they had been "hot-
dogging," trying to run backwards. One kayak soon required taping, but we had
no further mishaps. By the 12th mile, when Long Branch Creek entered on the
left, the rapids reverted to Class I. We reached the cars after seven hours on
the water. : ]
Paddling Co-2 were: Nancy and Marion Barker, Anna Belle Close and Mark Heilweil,
and Eileen Lange and Vivian Viehmeyer. Stacey Lange and Jeff Viehmeyer ran K-ls,
and I ran Co-l.- By the way, Talking Rock was intricate but not draggy at 1.82.
Maureen Maloney has run it at 1.65 and found it still pleasantly negotiable.
Evidently it is more of an "all weather" run than we first thought, but more
water would sure shorten the trip. Gary DeBacher

Chauga, June 8 .

Sunday was a beautiful, clear day in the mid-to-high 80's. The Chauga was low
but not too bumpy. There is no water level gauge, but for comparison, the
Chattooga 76 gauge read 1.75 Saturday. Later on in the summer I would guess

that the Chauga would be too low to enjoy. We stopped for lunch at the "Pump-
house" rapid which provided good swimming and fun for those that didn't mind

the cold water. The trip took 4-1/2 hours at a leisurely pace.

Those attending the trip were: Joe & Pat Blanchfield, Jack Weems and his daughter
Mary, Gary Akin & Bob Passman in Co-2s; Ken McAmis, Polly Heyward, Allen Lewis,
Milledge Morris in Co-1ls; Mike Weems and a friend, Mike & Mark Blanchfield,
Water Evins, Hank & David Klausmann, Carter Fowlkes, John & Susie Helmlinger,
Gwen Bergen in K-1ls; and Carlton Shuford and myself in Ccd-1.

My thanks go to Jack Weems and his son, Mike, for their help. Bill Crowley

Nantahala, June 14

- Trip leader, Ed Nickerson, was unable to be there, so Maureen Maloney was
requested to lead the trip since she was a sure bet to get the newsletter in by
deadline! However, she dubbed herself Assistant and asked Ralph Sikes to do

the leading, which he did very well and graciously.

The "river of the midnight rain" (and often all-day rain and fog) surprised us
by living up to its real name, The River of the Noonday Sun. Saturday was
absolutely blue, hot and beautiful. The water was running a bit low (3.3 on
gauge) requiring a little more maneuvering than is preferred, but as always,

it was tremendous fun. After stopping to watch a small bewildered group tug

on a pinned Grumman from the far shore, Jack Weems pinned on his badge of courage,
crossed the river, and single-handedly muscled the swamped canoce off its mid-
rapid rock. Even with this delay, as well as a couple of swamps in our own
group, the trip was fast and successful...until we reached the falls. Strangely,
the falls were more difficult than usual and successful runs were minimal for
nearly everyone attempting them, A notable exception was Allen Lewis who
conquered it three times! Intrepid Jack Weems refused to let it beat him, and
on his third try, made it on the right. Ralph Sikes repeated last year's per-
formance by doing an ender in his Co-1 and riding it upright all the way through.
Joe Blanchfield and son Mike rode it through the center completely swamped, and
Bronwyn Fowlkes tried it several times, much to my admiration. It was all a
grand show.

Paddling Co-2 were: Dan Langston & Mike Thompson, Joe & Pat Blanchfield, Kathy &
Carlton Shuford; 'In Co-1l: Ralph Sikes, Allen Lewis, Polly Heyward; 1In Cd-1l:
Jack Weems, Bronwyn Fowlkes; and in K~1: Mike Weems, Mark & Mike Blanchfield,
Carter Fowlkes, Barry Mullis, Steve Finnerty and Vickie Becker. Maureen Maloney

Broad, June 15 .
Danielsville Court House at 10 a.m. was a good place and time. Those who had
pre-registered were punctual and we were on the river at 11:15. The day was
beautiful and the water level was ok. However, a good bird dog, moving fast,
could have run on the water because it was so muddy. The trip was short and
without notable event, -except that Dr. .Ralph Smith brbught his boat in a bag and
a box (a Fol Bot). '

Co-2: Wes and Susan Jones, Phil DeVos and Susan Carter, Roger Nott and Jerry
Myer, Charles Mauldin and Pete Peterson, Herb and Louise Henry. Co-1l: Frank
Dudley, Gary Lachmund, ‘Harold Wahlquist. Fol Bot: Ralph Smith.

Herb Henry-



River Exploration...

Tesnatee Creek

Bill and Brenda Hansen, Roger Nott and I explored Tesnatee Creek on May 18,
running a step section not, to my knowledge, run previously, and continuing.
down to take out below Coppermine rapid on the Chestatee.- Though this run -
requlres plenty of rainfall and the rapids are not. as 1nterest1ng as the
_gradient suggests, the scenery is very worthwhile. We'll try for a scheduled
run next spring.

(Editor's note: There is a difference of opinion here: Roger Nott found, the
run to be interesting and ex01t1ng ) . .

.and a Harsh Safety Lesson

Oconee River
On May 31, Earl and Yvonne Moore, Wes and Susan Jones, Allen Lewls and I explored
the section of the Oconee River just above Lakée Sinclair. We found a wvery scenic
unspoiled river with miles of old-growth forest, largely flatwater but: with, some
peppy shoals. Amongst the islands and granite outcroppings in the mlddle of "the
run we found series of class I and II rapids. Nearing our takeout, we encount-
ered an unexpected obstacle, the huge completed splllway of the, Laurens Shoals
Dam. The portage looked appalling, but I had grave. misgivings about  running
any man-made spillway because of possible hydraulics.  The splllway looked  hard
to climb, so we scouted as carefully as. we could from upstream. I from the
bank and Allen from his canoe as close as he could safely get to the brink. It

o cly..all was
visible’ from ‘where we. stood and was clearly okay. There was a suggestlon of-,
backflow .in the sharper second drop, but I 1nferred a minor step whlch would
impede no boat with any momentum. The small haystacks at the end should have
worried me: so much water, sliding down unlmpeded as I supposed, should have
created 3 ft. stacks. I dec1ded to run, still wary but expectlng nothlng
serious.: .
Once commited, I saw the huge, ugly hydraullc in the second step., My Cd-l thank-
-fully dove deep and carried me past most of the backflow.. Surfa01ng uprlght
but at a bad angle, I fought free after. 15 seconds of frantic paddling.. Allen,
not appreciating my plight, was right behind. His: canoe was. stopped. dead He
tumbled for three awful minuteés with it before diving deep to esecape. His brand
new Blue Hole tumbled for 10 more minutes. - Earl and Wes, meanwhile, proved that
the spillway could be scaled easily w1th fear supplying the motivation. Before
we had formulated a worthwhile plan, the canoe miraculously turned lengthwise,
did a pop-up and escaped, scuffed but okay. The others portaged, and 1t was
appalling.
. The moral' Run no splllway until you scout it from above and from downstream
You can't see hydraullcs from upstream!
We will run the Oconee before it goes under,: Wlth some help from you 4—wheel
drive owners so we can take out above the dam.

Hudson River

Some more of us ran the Hudson on June 7 and can confirm John Krlckel s hlgh
oplnlon of this river: Quite scenic, and the perfect whitewater decondltlonlng
experience for beglnners. After two dry weeks there was Stlll plenty-of: water,
even for a foldboat that was along.. The one "hard"'rapld is just Class II, and
I think need not be scouted except by purely inexperienced group$ or..at hlgh
water. It's nice to run a river so unused that the ledges are still covered.
’Wlth lots of sllppery moss. ; . .

o . R . River Exploratlon Chalrman,
: Gary DeBacher
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AFFIDAVIDS FOR RIVER RIGHTS DEFENSE FUND

Accompanying your June Newsletter was an affidavit form which you were requested
to complete and mail to the GCA. If you have not completed as many affidavits
as will reflect your history on Georgia's rivers, please do so at once. It is
we repeat, very important. However, please disregard earlier instructions re-
garding where to mail them. Instead, please send them to the following:

David Garrity
2156 Willivee Place
Decatur, Georgia 30033

David will see that they are submitted to the proper partieg. _
Please remember to include wherever possible the following information:

Specific dates

Specific sections of specific rivers
Approximate number of persons in party
Type of craft you were paddling

Lack of interference

An Affidavit should be completed for each river you have enjoyed. Please make

photocopies and pass them among other friends who may have used Georgia rivers.
for any recreational purposes. You might also carry a supply with you on a trip.

REPORT: RIVER RIGHTS DEFENSE FUND

The results to date of the legal research which has been conducted jointly by
attorneys of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and attorneys retained
by the River Rights Defense Fund are quite promising. First, the right of the
public to use streams is well established; second, a right of common passage
exists even on streams which are not normally considered navigable. This right
of common passage applies to any stream which is in fact susceptible to passage
for any of a large number of purposes and is well established both in Georgia
law and in English common law. Third, prescriptive rights and customary rights
are well established principles in Georgia law. Prescriptive rights refer to
situations where the right to use another person's property has been established
through long-term, unopposed use by the public. This is also known as adverse
possession. Customery rights apply in cases where, for example, the owner has
dedicated his property for public use. These two principles have generally
been successfully applied in enlightened states which favor public use. For
Georgia, the strongest use can probably be based on the right of common passage.

Despite this strong legal position, there are problems. First and fore-
most is that the right of common passage would have to be proven on a "river-by-
river" basis. While it is probable that the successful litigation of one case
would most likely discourage other cases, litigation could turn into a long,
drawn-out process. This is why members of the GCA are urged to submit Affidavits
as requested. We need to document evidence of long-term public use. Of par-
ticular importance are Affidavits from older members who have been using the
rivers for many years. Second, there are legal precedents and statutes which
tend to contradict our position. These would be introduced into litigation
and might adversely affect our cause. However, we believe that we have the
stronger case, especially if backed up by documentation of long-term use.

Originally it had been our intention to seek a ruling from the State
Attorney General in order to forestall, or at least to complement, litigation.
While this is still our intention, it is not advantageous at this time to seek
such a ruling. We are advised that the Attorney General would be reluctant to
rule on this issue prior to the disposition of a case involving the right of
the public to use the beaches because of the similarity of the issues involved.
Thus, we seem to have little alternative but to wait, and for the time being,
continue to avoid using contested streams. While we could probably wage a
successful court case, we are anxious to avpid litigation, if possible.
Litigation will only increase hostility among area property owners and residents.
At the same time, we are taking every advantage to make area property owners
aware of the facts of our cause.

At the present time, the best avenue of recourse seems to lie with the
U.5, Army Corps of Engineers. The Corps is currently studying for purposes of
reclassification, many of the streams presently classified as non-navigable.
The Corps is using new criteria, including recreational boating, as a basis for
determining navigability. Their new criteria seems to be more in line with
what we have known all along. The primary purpose of this reclassification is
to carry out authority relative to wateér quality provided under 1899 Refuse
Act and 1972 Water Quality Act. To date, the Corps studies have resulted in
two changes in Georgia: The Chattahoochee has been declared navigable to

(cont...)



River Rights Report (cont...)

Gainesville, and the Corps has recommended that the Tgecea be declared navlgable
to Cogper's Creek, We have written the three Corps districts requesting re-
classifications on the Cartecay, Etowah, Amicolola,  Chestatee, U ¥’ Chattahoochee
and the Broad, and have offered our assistance in documenting navigability. If
these streams are declared navigable, our legal right of use will be clearly
established, That is not to say that this right will not be challenged from
time to time by property owners.

Finally, Skip Tucker, who has been functioning as our legal counsel, has
accepted new employment. Because his new employers feel that his representation
of the GCA might be a conflict of lnterest, we have terminated our relationship
with sincere thanks to him for his previous efforts in aour behalf, We are
presently seeking a new attorney, If any club member knows of an attorney who
might be interested in handling this case, call David Garrity (634-1847) after
6:30 p.m, We are extremely grateful to Skip and his former employers, the firm
of Greene, Buckley, DeRieux and Jones for their assistance in this matter, We
are indebtbd to them for tlme and energy which was deveted to researching this
issue. David Garrity

JULY BOARD MEETING,‘WEDNESDAY, JULY 2

Again the. membershmp s 1nvatedi¢oxattend the mo
It will be held in Classroom 1 of the Fernbank a
members are reminded that their presence at these meetlngs is a responsibility
attendant with the honor of holding office and are urged to be th [ Y
as other commitments will allow. The focus thig month will be on the State of
the treasury.

August Board Meetinghgyey;eWed

ALL trip leaders -- past, present and potential -- mark’ your calendars now to
reserve the night of Wednesday, August 6, for attending a planned Tr
Session for Trip Leaders, Thigs will be 1nforma ive, entertalnlng'a

with the GCA goal of promoting safety on the water. More about this ih the
next issue. o [ SR

GCA $$ TO HELP PRESERVE TROTTER_ SHOALS $3

We have heard in a non=official manner that the National Wildlife Federation'

is going to take a stand on the Trotter Shoals Dam matter. . A meeting was
scheduled for June 21 at Erskine College, $.C., and the GCA was invited to send
representatives to this meeting of their attorneys with other intérested groups.
At Newsletter deadllne no one had yet been found to attend, and by the time the
-meetlng is over, rt of proceedlngs.

other half. If you thlnk the GCA should contribute to LS ] r
the Corps of Englneers dn thisg’ dammlng of the Savannah Rlver prOjth,

treasury and probably wouldn t: “be. able to allot as much as you m
But it would not vote to c¢ontribute more than the membershlp felt we should
and certainly would contribute: nothlng if that were the concensus.

(Incidentally, as many of you may know, the Corps alse deve ops reqreat;onal
areas. Perhaps they can be persuaded by us to devote their assets and enetgies
to the development of marinas on the Upper Chattahoochee~ there is ! hlnt of
such-a possibility. )

STATE TO BUY ACCESS AREAS ON RIVERS

This year (fiscal year 1976) the Heritage Trust Commission has earmarked, $200, 000
for aequisition of land for access to rivers in Georgia. T have been asked t
serve on a committee that will draw up a list of priority sites’ for this money
As I am supposed to represent "canoeing interests", especially GCA, please let’
me know where you think hew or improved parking and access areas are needed on
rivers anywhere in Georgia. What existing access areas are too’ small? What new
access areas are needed to make a float possible? Is tliere need for additio
access between exi g bridge crossings? I partlcularly heed “ideas abott,
Piedmont and coastal -Georgia streams and rivers. Call me'at 404/526*47780 or
write to me at queau of Qutdoor Recreation, 148 Caln Street, Atlanta, Ga. 303035
' Margaret Tucker




SOME FOLKS DON'T "JUST FADE AWAY"

Early in the spring a note was received from Walter Burton of Cartersville, Ga.,
which was greatly appreciated; although it brought with it a touch of sadness.
This gentleman, with typical courtliness of the "old school" announced his
retirement from canoeing. We are glad he didn't put up his paddle without
telling us "goodbye", but we will miss him. The writer's first memory of Walter
goes back to a trip and overnight campout on the Little Tennessee led by the
late Charlie Smith in October 1968. Walter drove up in a panel truck, intro-
duced himself with a sincerely hearty geniality, and then introduced us to his
truck, so enviably outfitted that to this day it stands in memory as a canoeist/
camper's dream. So, hale, Walter, to a new life of relaxation, and farewell to
a splendid river companion. Do keep in touch! Anna Belle Close

A WORD OF SYMPATHY TO PROCRASTINATORS

Although the Newsletters since the first issue of Volume IX have been urging
members to pay their dues by April 1 in order to be included in the 1975 Directory
only about half the membership had sent in their dues by that deadline. The
Directory and Guide Book went immediately into the typing stage and could not be
correlated with mail coming in to the Treasurer and Membership Chairman. After

the By-Laws were approved at the April General Membership meeting, the then

fully type-set Directory went to the artist for layout composition and on to the
printer.

Meanwhile, a card was sent to apparently delinquent members to ascertain
how many of that 50% still desired to retain membership in the club and thus
continue receiving the Newsletter or to clear up possible confusion in club
records. The response was tremendous--nearly as much mail in two weeks as had
been received in several months, and we do regret that all your names did not
get into the Directory, but this information will be published in the Newsletter
next month if not in the current issue. Unfortunately, since our officers
perform a labor of love, duties cannot always be done on an office-like schedule.
Poor health on the part of some, and vacations on the part of others, have inter-
fered this month with a continuum of membership and dues processing. We do
indeed regret this, and sincerely hope in the future that all dues will come in
well ahead of the Directory deadline to avoid a repeat of this situation.

And indeed, the change in payable date for dues to February 1 (see pages
4 and 29-30 of the 1975 Directory) should insure a fairly complete listing of
active members in the 1976 Directory coming off the press in the spring. ABC

SAFETY

THE THROW ROPE

Adapted without permission from 0.K. Goodwin, AWA Safety Chairman, "The
Heaving Line Rescue". We all know we must have a throw rope, but few of us
know how to use it. Hopefully, this article and a little practice, will help
us to utilize this very important piece of safety equipment.

The Throw. Throwing a heaving line for distance and accuracy is a skill which
requires practice. One coil is thrown as the rope from the other hand is allowed
to feed out freely. The throw is made with an underhand motion and the throwing
arm is kept straight; the whole action should be done smoothly to give the line
a chance to flow. When properly done, the loops of the coil will straighten

in the air and the line will fall to the water with its length fully extended.
When this is further complicated by a moving target, then you must learn to
"lead"it, aiming not directly at your target but at the spot where the target
will be when the line falls to the water. :

When to Throw. The thrower must exercise great restraint:; he should not throw
until he is sure that a rescue is needed. After a capsize the paddler may
attempt to roll his boat and the line should not interfere with this effort.

It is best to delay until the paddler has left the cockpit of his boat. In the
case of a C-2, sometimes one paddler will still roll the boat after the other
haslvacated. In this event the throw may be made to the syimmer if it is
obylous that he needs it. Interference with any further attempt to roll should
still be avoided.

) If both paddlers of a C-2 team are swimming, their rescue becomes an exer-
cise in strength. Two swimmers and a boat on the other end of a heaving line
exert an unbelievable pull. This situation usually requires that the safety man
have immediate assistance or--~he may end up swimming himself!

(cont...)



The Throw Rope (cont...) ‘ '

To reach a swimmer most effectively, the thrower should delivéer the line to a
point in front of him and within his reach. If his "swimming” techhique is
proper, he will be facing downstream and the line should fall on his downstream
side. If it lands behind him (upstream side) he probably will not see it.. If
time allows, the swimmer's chances for making contact will be improved by alert-
ing him that help is imminent. ’

After the throw--brace yourself!

The Safety Station. Picking the right spot for a safety situation where a heaving
line is to be used is important to the effectiveness of the safety effort. There
are two approaches to this choice. The site should be located either just down-
stream of a point where upsets are likely to occur, or upstream of ‘any hazardous
water, the swimming of which might be undesirable. Several stations may be
required to provide good safety coverage for a given race. ‘

The site should provide clear, unobstructed space in which to make a throw. This
is made difficult by rocks, treeés, bush, people &nd gate wires. It should be
located where needed after a roll attempt and as close as possible to the path

a swimmer might:follow as he flushes by.- It -should -have::space to: "swing™ ar "
swimmer into safer water without additional hazard and withbut crdssing the
main current.

The site should not cause interference with gate judging or othér efforts of
race officials. It should not be any higher above the water than necessary for
a good throw. It should not be subject to invasion by photographers or spectators

Since the line is less visible in turbulent whitewater than in calmer water, the
swimmer is more subject to entanglement there. As the degree of turbulence
increases, so also should the care with which the site for the safety station

is selected. ' :

FREAK ACCIDENTS...AND DEATH!

Safety precautions can never be over-emphasized, but how to avoid those "freak"
accidents which sometimes claim lives? It is with grave sympathy that the GCA
notes two deaths this spring in neighboring clubs.

From the Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association Newsletter, May 1975: Berriman H.
(Butch) Bilbro, 27, was an experienced East-Tennessee canoeist running a river
that he loved when an accident claimed his life. Butch capsized shortly after
entering "Rockgarden Rapid" on the upper Obed River in the Cumberland mountains
of Tennessee. He and his boat Were. swept down through the drops and holes in
this rapid until almost at the end, Butch's leg was caught beneath ah undercut
boulder. : . - e ‘ S o T -

And from CCA, May 1975: An unnamed kayakist, experienced, with a party running

. the upper North. Fork of Potomac's South’'Branch River in West'®Virginia, was swept-
into. a tree top sticking out into a curve, was flipped and plnned firmly upside
down, pinning the kayakist's legs in place. The water was very cold and rescue,
due to a strong, fast current, was difficult, and too late. ‘ o

We must, all of us in this potentially dangerous Sport; exercise évef"Qréater
care and caution.when running our rivers, and we must be zealous in’ looking
after each other,; particularly in rapids where hazards exist. e

To achieve maximum safety awareness and expertise, all GCA members who might.
ever: consider being trip leaders are urgently requested to atterd the Trip Leader
training gession which is.-being planned for August. Details will be provided
in the July Newsletter. : B '
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IN APPRECIATION-~-THE 1975 GUIDE BOOK AND MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

A word of appreciation is in order for those who contributed their time and
talents to the third Annual Directory. Each year sees vast improvements in its
contents, and it is anticipated that this trend will continue.

The Executive Board devoted a meeting to the "Difficulty Rating" of rivers,
to the "Paddlers Rating", and to the correlation of these two under the heading
of "Popular Rivers--Rated by Difficulty." It is believed that these pages offer
a unique guide to our members and especially to trip leaders.

_ The Executive Board is also to be commended for their willingness to devote
several sessions to the tedious job of revising the By-Laws which were approved
by the membership at the April General meeting.

Especially to be thanked are the enterprising persons--Falma Moye, Mark
Warren and Maureen Maloney who rounded up advertisements which have helped the
Guide Book to almost pay its own way. Please do mention the Guide Book when you
buy from these outfitters, some of whom we are happy to say, have joined the GCA,

And saving the strongest plaudits for the climax, our thanks first to News~
letter Editor, Maureen Maloney, who added the "humongous" task of compiling,
editing and typing the Guide Book to her once-a~month task of getting the News-
letter out on time. And second to Bill Close for the spirited cover, and for
the hours spent shortly after his heart attack in preparlng the pages of text,
advertisements and roster for the printer. . Anna Belle Close

CLASSIFIED ADS

For Sale: ~ Lost:
Slalom kayak, paddle, spray skirt, Ralph Sikes lost Norse paddle on
complete outfit for beginner or Nantahala River Saturday, 6/14.
expert. $175. Will sell separately. Name and phone no. clearly indicated.
All excellent condition. If found, please call Ralph evenings
Margaret Tucker, H: 355-6207 or at 457-4433.
O: 526-4778. - e e e e e e e e e e e e
——————————————————————————————— BROOKSIDE CAMPGROUND, Topton, N.C.
For Sale: (Just upriver from Nantahala put-in)
Styrofoam: One Block 12" d. x 30" w. Reduced rates for parties occupying
x 4 ft. long = $15.00 . 4 sites or more. Swimming pool,

Two Blocks 12" d. x laundromat, raft rentals, clean
24" w. x 4 ft. long = $12.00 facilities.
Steve Cantrell (Dalton) 404/226-5046, e
evenings, or 404/278-2551, days. For Sale:
———————————————————————————————— Prijon 400 kayak. Tough boat made
For Sale: for running. Must sell immediately.
Ouachita 15 ft. aluminum canoe: $90.00 or best offer.
scrapes and dents, but no leaks. Harry Kustick 633-0260.
$150.00. Wes Jones, 451-1082. = e e
——————————————————————————————— o For Sale: :
For Sale: Black River Canoe, Scouter model
HIPP Vector and HIPP Special Slalom. (flatwater competition) and also
Factory boats. Both have been Mad River T-W Special Canoe.
patched. Call Ken Zaloudek 262-7341. John Bennett, Augusta, 404/733-4554
——————————————————————————————— evenings.
For Sale: et
Canoes: Blems, Prototypes, samples, For Sale:
used rentals, fiberglass, from $125.00. Two used 0ld Town Junior kayaks,
Many color selections. Also 8-place $75.00 each.
canoe trailers, special order only, Call Benson Crawford 973-7385 eves.

$350,00. Write to: Custom Fiberglass, = ————————mm e
P.0. Box 4747, Martinez, Ga. 30907 .
or call 404/863-7138.

ADDRESS CORRECTION: NEW MEMBER: ,

Dr. Ralph E. Smith Michelle Murphy & Steve Murphy
3 WE Acres Park 7330 Lakeside Drive,

Athens, Ga. 30601 Charlotte, N.C. 28215

H: 549-7052 v (704) 536-8004






