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Trip Report:  Lower Gauley 

September 7-8, 2018 

Story and pictures 

By Kerrie Barloga 

I love the Gauley River.  I love the Upper 

and I love the Lower.  For the last couple of 

years, I have made the effort to go on the 

first day of release and paddle the Lower 

Gauley because the river is not as crowded 

and I want to play.  We put in at Wood’s Fer-

ry and it is 13-14 miles of river with very big 

drops, waves and holes.  Most of this stretch 

is rated Class III+ but there are three Class 

IV drops – Koontz Flume, Heaven’s Gate and 

Pure Screaming Hell.  And there are great 

huge waves and holes to surf.  Some you 

have to catch on the fly, some are pretty lit-

tle ledge wave holes 50 feet long, some are a 

religious experience.   

 

It’s the usual.  Half the people invited 

dropped out in the weeks leading up to the 

first release of the Gauley River in West Vir-

ginia for a variety of very good reasons.  It’s 

a long weekend, a long drive and horrible 

weather predicted.  New job, new homes …. 

You know.  Stuff happens.  The final group was 

Mary Torbush, Kimberly Kerce, Michael 

Ledvinka,  Josh Kroeger and me.  It would be 

the first time Mary, Kim and Josh had paddled 

the river.   Michael and I paddled it last year 

with Lesley Symington and Jeff Lankford and 

had the best time so we were back for more. 

 

 

We had good weather and almost no one on 

the river on Friday.   At Back Ender and 

Koontz Flume we gathered up in the staging 

eddies on the right bank, talked a little bit 

about the run and made sure everybody un-

derstood where to go.  Everyone had fantastic 

runs.  Mary found a hole that really liked her 

Mamba and did some heroic roll practice.  Af-

ter Koontz Flume the pace picked up.  We ran 

Canyon Doors, Junkyard, Rock Garden,  
(continued, page 2) 
 

Lesley Symington on Diagonal Ledges in 2017 
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(Lower Gauley, continued from page 1) 

Peter’s Creek, Center Waves and Upper 

Mash looking for waves and holes.  The riv-

er is stunningly beautiful through this sec-

tion.  

We managed to get in the staging eddy on 

the left bank above Lower Mash and looked 

downstream at the drop.  Lower Mash is a 

monster wave train with a 10ft tall rooster 

tail in the center.  At the bottom, you want 

to be going to the right to avoid some 

rocks that come out from the left bank.  I 

think my description went something like 

this:  “You can go right of the rooster tail, 

you can go over,  or you can go left.  There’s 

an eddy over there you can catch.  Go have 

fun.”  Josh went straight for the huge wave.  

I went right and flipped, rolled up and found 

an eddy.  Kim also went right and banked 

off the rooster tail into the eddy.  Nice 

move.  Mary went for air on the tail, had to 

roll and was tangled up in the three-

dimensional shape of the wave.  She did full 

rotation, hip snap and the boat rolled up 

but her head was still in the water.  Some-

what confused about what was going on 

and running out of air she swam.  Michael 

ran the drop like a pro.   We gathered up 

and headed to Diagonal Ledges where we 

Mary Torbush at Canyon Doors keeping a wary eye on 

raft traffic. 

surfed and rested for a while.   

 

 

We ran Heaven’s Gate duckling style, as there 

is a monster pour-over on the right and under 

cut rocks on the left at the bottom.  We had 

fun at Staircase, Rollercoaster,  Cliffside and 

Rooster Tail.   We finally arrived at Pure 

Screaming Hell in the late afternoon.  We had 

been on the water for 4 hours or so, paddling 

hard, and Pure Screaming Hell is intimidating.  

Once again, we gathered up in the staging ed-

dy on the right bank, talked about the line and 

how to find it.  I led and managed to be-bop 

down with no problems.  Caught the left eddy 

at the bottom and looked up stream.  Oh   

My! Everybody had great lines through the 

rapid.  We played a little bit with the giant 

wave at the bottom of PSH and then made 

our way to the take out.   

 

 
(continued, page 3) 

 

Michael on 

the wave at 

the bottom of 

Pure Scream-

ing Hell 
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 (Lower Gauley, continued from page 2) 

We were on the river for five and half hours 

and, according to my Garmin watch,  paddled 

nearly 17 miles.   

 

The following day we repeated.  There was a 

great deal of discussion of changing out boats, 

but in the end, everybody paddled the boat 

they used the day before.  There were signifi-

cantly more people on the river.  Some 

groups of boaters numbered 30-50 people, 

and people were swimming everywhere.  As 

we were feeling more comfortable on the riv-

er, we played at Five Boat Hole for over an 

hour and everybody had at least one great 

surf.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We traded off leaders and sweeps as we 

went down the river and I know I spent a lot 

of time looking for waves to catch.  Mary 

charged the rooster tail in Lower Mash and 

had redemption.  Once we cleared Pure 

Screaming Hell we followed the hundreds of 

boaters drifting to the takeout on the swift 

current.   

 

In short.  It was a good day on the river and 

fun was had by all.  

Michael in Five Boat Hole 

Things to know about running the lower 

Gauley River: 

 

Skills required:   The greatest skill to have 

running the lower Gauley River is confi-

dence in yourself.  I realize that sounds trite, 

but running these big water rapids isn’t 

about following a narrow line with a specific 

angle and focus.  It’s about heading in a gen-

eral direction and dodging (or using) the 

holes and waves that are on the way.  There 

are simply too many features to describe 

each one individually.  I recommend solid 

combat rolls, some play skills with waves 

and holes, aggressive swimming techniques, 

good river reading skills and the ability to 

rock and roll. 

 

Comparison:  Mary and Kim decided the 

river was not as big as they expected and 

compared it to Tablesaw on the Ocoee Riv-

er.  Increase the width of Tablesaw by a fac-

tor of five, lengthen by a factor of two to 

four,  throw in a lot more holes and bigger 

waves and, yeah, that works.   

 

Logistics:  Three things to know about the 

Lower Gauley.  The water usually reaches 

Wood’s Ferry around 11am, shuttles are 

very long, very dusty, and very busy, and you 

go to the take out first and then head to 

the put in with as few vehicles as possible.   

 

A common rendezvous is the playground 

on the west end of Summersville Dam on 

Hwy 129.  I recommend meeting there 

around 9am or so and transferring boats 

and gears to the cars that will go to the  
(continued, page 4) 
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(Lower Gauley, continued from page 3) 

put- in.   

 

It takes about 30 minutes to reach the upper 

takeout near Swiss,  WV,  and it is a dusty 

field with bugs and chaos.  If it has rained, it is 

a muddy field with bugs and chaos.  There is 

only one gas station on the way -at the Hwy 

129/Hwy 39 intersection—so gas up.  The 

takeout and put in have either porta potties 

or outhouses.   

 

It takes about 50 minutes to drive to Wood’s 

Ferry from the take out.  Most of that drive is 

on a dirt road (Panther Mountain Rd to Tip-

ton Rd) that is slightly wider then one lane.  It 

is very busy and it can take longer than an 

hour to reach the put in.  Last year my car 

had a ¼ inch layer of dust on it and I had to 

use the windshield wipers to clear my view.  

There are hundreds of vehicles navigating 

these roads including slow-moving buses.  You 

are not going to be able to drive fast so relax 

and enjoy the experience of traffic jams in 

the woods.   

 

It’s a long day on the river.  We took nearly 6 

hours to go from Wood’s Ferry to the upper 

take out at Swiss.  If you don’t play, maybe 4 

hours?   Most boaters on the river were pad-

dling down river kayaks with good hull speed 

but there were quite few playboats and creek 

boats.  I have seen SUP paddlers styling the 

river.  We started around 11:30am and 

reached the take out around 5:30pm.   

 

This time half our group used the Hills To 

Hills Tours & Shuttle 681-220-1146.  It meant 

that the women were enjoying beers, appetiz-

ers and food at the Long Point Grille & Bar 

while the men were retrieving their put-in 

vehicle after the paddle.   

 

Random observations:   

 

It’s good to keep the group relatively small 

because the logistics of the shuttle are signif-

icant.  But many clubs come to the river 

numbering somewhere between 20-50 peo-

ple.   

 

There is a church in Swiss where they sell 

hotdogs to raise money.  If you can, stop and 

buy a hotdog.   

 

The raft buses and boaters clog the roads 

for six weeks.  The locals don’t like us that 

much.  Be nice.  Spend a little money.  And 

be nice.  

 

The rafts have the right of way.  They will not 

try to go around you.  They will go through 

you.  An example:  One kayaker headed into 

Five Boat Hole below Koontz Flume as a raft 

entered the rapid on top.  He stayed in the 

hole and got hammered by the raft.  Good 

news is the kayaker rolled up and said it 

wasn’t that bad of a hit.  Since the sound of 

the impact was clearly heard 50 feet away 

over the roar of whitewater and all the 

boaters in the eddy flinched…….  The rafts 

have too much momentum to able to 

change direction easily, and the raft guides 

are focused on making sure their guests are 

having a good time.  That means the rafts will 

go through the rapids on the lines with the 

most waves and holes and if I am there surf-

ing… my bad.  

 
(continued, page 5) 
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Oreon Mann Remembrance 

Story and photos 

By Roger Nott 

(Lower Gauley, continued from page 4) 

 

Bring enough snacks and fluids for a long, 

hard, physically demanding day.  You can 

float between the drops but you have to 

paddle with intent in the drops.   

 

The river is very wide and I found that we 

often had significant distance between us 

especially on the second day as the first- 

timers spread out to discover the river for 

themselves.  We kept an eye on each other, 

but it does mean swims will be long unless 

you have skills entering your boat from the 

water.  On the plus side, the river is not 

manky.  - EL 

 

 

Gauley Map, source unknown 

I am very sad to report that GCA Life Mem-

ber Oreon Mann passed away at his apart-

ment in the Inman Park community of Atlanta 

in early August 2018 at the age of 77. 

 

Oreon, with his wife Patti and children Cecilia 

and Christopher, joined the club around 1976 

and served on our Board diligently from 1981 

through 2004.  He served first as a most con-

scientious Treasurer during my presidency 

from 1981 to 1983.  He was a Board Member 

at Large from 1983 through 2004 and also 

served as our Advertising Chairman in 1984-5 

and the club’s Representative to the American 

Canoe Association from 1985 through 

2004.  For many years he regularly coordinat-

ed club trips and clean-ups, taught in our pad-

dling and safety training programs, volunteered 

in the Southeasterns and other races in our 

area, and lent his good-natured support to us 

all. He loved club parties and other get-

togethers and brightened any room he occu-

pied. 

 

Oreon Earl Mann was born 11/2/1941 and 

grew up in the Brookhaven community of At-

lanta. He attended North Fulton High School 

and the University of Georgia and worked 

much of his professional life in computer soft-

ware development.  His grandfather Oreon Q. 

Mann and father O. Earl Mann both ran and at 

times owned the Atlanta Crackers Baseball 

team and Ponce de Leon Park, where they  
(continued, page 6) 
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Etowah and Chestatee  

Rivers Clean-up 

By Elvin Hilyer 

(Oreon Mann, continued from page 5) 

played and Oreon spent much of his child-

hood. For several years Oreon served as 

team bat boy.  He was interviewed several 

times about his involvement with the Crack-

ers.  He also was an active member of the 

Unitarian-

Universalist 

Congregation 

of Atlanta, Tree 

Atlanta and 

many other 

Atlanta area 

organiza-

tions.  He 

moved to the 

Inman Park 

community in 

1973 and re-

mained active 

there until his 

death in the 

Inman Park 

Neighborhood Association, its book club, 

which he founded 39 years ago, and the In-

man Park Tree Watch. 

 

He was loved and will long be remembered 

by many GCA members and through the 

paddling community as a “great guy” (Wayne 

Gentry), “a good friend, and a very good per-

son” (Allen Hedden).  Bruce Bishop wrote 

on the GCA Facebook page, “It hurts to 

hear that we have lost him. He was one of 

the fixtures of the program when I first 

started paddling with the GCA. I am deeply 

saddened.” Michael Balaun added, “It hurts to 

hear that we have lost him. He was one of 

the fixtures of the program when I first 

started paddling with the GCA. I am deeply 

saddened.” 

 

Mark Neisler wrote, “He was also very active 

in the Atlanta Whitewater Club during its hey-

day and served as safety chairperson and 

oversaw safety when the club sponsored the 

slalom races (its annual Ocoee Doublehead-

er). He and I both worked the '96 Olympics 

Whitewater Slalom event. He was a very gen-

erous person. He even gave me a Crackers tag 

for my truck.” - EL 

Rivers Alive is Georgia's annual volunteer wa-

terway cleanup event that targets all water-

ways in the State. The mission is to create 

awareness of and involvement in the preserva-

tion of Georgia's water resources.  Rivers 

Alive is sponsored by the Georgia Depart-

ment of Natural Resources Environmental 

Protection Division's Georgia Adopt-A-

Stream Program and the Georgia Department 

of Community Affairs' Keep Georgia Beautiful 

Program. 

 

GCA members are invited to participate on 

Saturday, October 13, in the 13th annual Riv-

ers Alive cleanup of the Chestatee and 

Etowah Rivers in Lumpkin County.  Over the 

past 12 years, many GCA members have par-

ticipated, along with members of other groups 

in this Dahlonega-based event sponsored by 

the Lumpkin Coalition.   Come again, or for 

the first time.  You can choose to clean from  
(continued, page 7) 
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(Etowah and Chestatee clean-up, continued from page 6) 

your boat on river or work as part of a land-

based team.   

 

Gather at 9:00 AM at the residence of Elvin 

and Nancy Hilyer at Chuck Shoals on the 

Etowah – directions below.  Coffee, juice, 

and bagels will be available while participants 

organize into river and land crews.  Everyone 

receives a free Rivers Alive T-shirt (to extent 

they last, and so far they have).  After clean-

up, return for beverage and burger (bring 

water, and a snack if you need to eat before 

returning). 

 

Cleanup will cover on-river as much of the 

Etowah from Hightower Church Road to 

Highway 136 and as much of the Chestatee 

from Copper Mine to Highway 400 as the 

number of paddlers and interest allow.  Land 

crews will clean around the bridges and ac-

cess points. 

 

The following land sites and river sections 

will be targeted by need and by number and 

interests of persons participating.  

 

LAND TEAMS – Persons will be needed 

to comprise teams for the following sites: 

CHESTATEE 

 Coppermine Road bridge area and 

around Coppermine Rapid 

 Highway 52 bridge area 

 Highway 60 bridge area 

 Highway 60 take-out/launch area 

 Highway 400 bridge area 

 Lumpkin County Recreation Park 
 
 

ETOWAH  

 Hightower Church Road bridge area 

 Jay Bridge Road bridge area 

 Highway 52 bridge area 

 Highway 9 bridge area 

 Castleberry Road bridge area 

 Highway 136 bridge area 

 

PADDLING TEAMS – Persons will be 

needed to comprise paddling teams (at least 2 

boats per team, preferably more) for the fol-

lowing river sections (times are for normal 

paddling only; total time will be longer due to 

shuttle and cleanup): 

CHESTATEE 

 Coppermine Rapid to Highway 52 – about 

2.5 hours.  Experienced paddlers. 

 Highway 52 to Appalachian Outfitters – 

about 2 hours. Easy paddle – no experience 

required. 

 Appalachian Outfitters to Highway 60 Take-

out/Launch – about 2 hours.  No experience 

required.  

 Highway 60 Take-out/Launch to Lumpkin 

County Recreation Park – about 3 hours. No 

experience required. 

 

ETOWAH 

 Hightower Bridge to Jay Bridge – about 5 

hours. Experienced paddlers. 

 Jay Bridge to Chuck Shoals - about 2 hours. 

No experience required. 

 Chuck Shoals to Castleberry Bridge – 

about 3 hours (with mandatory portage at 

Etowah Falls). Some experience required. 

 
(continued, page 8) 
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(Etowah and Chestatee clean-up, continued from page 7) 

 Castleberry Bridge to Highway 136 – 

about 6 hours (water level will determine). 

The “tunnel” section - some experience re-

quired. 

 May add Dawson Forest section in Daw-

son County – about 3 hours plus shuttle – 

no experience required 

 

YAHOOLA CREEK AND ZWERNER 

RESERVOIR  

May add these, depending on number of par-

ticipants. 

 

If you know you will participate, please let 

Elvin know via email (elvin3865@gmail.com).           

Notification is helpful for planning (but not 

required).  Let him know whether you plan 

to paddle or do land cleanup.  If paddling, let 

him know if you prefer any particular section 

of either river (see website below).  You may 

also contact Elvin by phone at 706 429 6011.  

Let him know also: 

(1) if you have a tandem boat and have a 

“vacant seat” for a paddler without a boat;  

(2) if you wish to paddle and need such a 

“vacant seat” – will match to extent possible.  

 

(A limited number of boats may be available 

for persons who wish to paddle and do not 

have a boat.) 

  

The Hilyer home is about 6 miles from 

Dahlonega town square on Highway 9 to-

ward Dawsonville – just beside Pine Valley 

Recreation Area and about one-tenth of a 

mile west of the bridge over the Etowah.  

Park at Pine Valley (3757 Dawsonville Hwy., 

Dahlonega) and walk a short well-marked 

trail downriver to the Hilyer home.   Feel free 

to bring friends who would like to paddle 

(wear a PFD please) or be part of a land crew.  

All are welcome come rain or shine.  Plans will 

be affected only by hazardous weather or too-

high water levels.   

 

Detailed information can be found at 

www.lumpkincoalition.org - click on “River 

Cleanup” at top of home page.    

 

DIRECTIONS TO PINE VALLEY REC-

REATION AREA, 3757 DAWSONVILLE 

HWY., DAHLONEGA 

If driving from Dahlonega, go about 6 

miles on Hwy. 9 toward Dawsonville, cross the 

Etowah River bridge, and almost immediately 

take the first driveway on the left.  Parking lot 

is obvious after turning in.   

If driving from the Dawsonville area, 

continue on Hwy. 9 toward Dahlonega about 

7 miles from the 4-way stop sign at Hwy. 136, 

pass the signed driveway at 3865 Dawsonville 

Hwy., and immediately take the next driveway 

on the right into Pine Valley.  If you cross the 

bridge, turn around and take first driveway on 

left after re-crossing the bridge.  

 

From Atlanta:  Drive “north” on Highway 

400 about 42 miles above 285 to Highway 136 

(well-marked with signs on both sides of the 

road – about 2.5 miles on 400 beyond the 

large intersection at Hwy. 53).  Take left on 

Highway 136. In 6 miles take right at 4-way 

stop on Highway 9.   Drive 7 miles to 3757 

Dawsonville Hwy. and take right into Pine Val-

ley.  If cross Etowah River, turn around and 

take first left after re-crossing the bridge.  - EL 



Keeping In Touch 
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. 

Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 

Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members 

share information of general interest. To sign up, send an e-mail to 

gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 

Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership 

application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and 

links to Eddy Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

 

Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, video, trip 

reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu trip. 
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2018-2019 GCA Officer Nominations 

 

The Nominating Committee has nominated, and the Board of Directors has approved, the 

following slate of officers for the 2018-2019 term: 

 

President  Lisa Haskell 

Vice President Carol Reiser 

Secretary  Tammy Lea 

Treasurer  Vincent Payne (Incumbent) 

 

The election of officers will be held at the Fall Membership Meeting and Paddle on Sunday, 

October 21, 2018, time to be announced, at the Metro Hooch put-in at Power’s Island 

(NOC Outpost).  Additional nominations can be made at the meeting.  Anyone nominated 

must be a member in good standing and be willing to serve if nominated and elected. 

 

Pizza will be served after the short business meeting and election, so please RSVP to the of-

ficial announcement on the GCA web site, Facebook page and email list so we can order 

enough pizza for the crowd size. 

 

These volunteers deserve our hearty thanks for giving of their time and energy to serve the 

club.  Without them, we would soon have no club. 

 

See you there!! 

John Blakely experiencing Double Trouble 

 for the first time 



GCA Patriarch  

Jack Weems Remembered 

By Roger Nott 
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Lanier Jackson Weems died 8/11/2018, at 

the age of 83.  He and his wife, Dee, joined 

the GCA in the early 1970’s.  Jack and his 

children paddled on many club trips in 1973 

and 1974, when he led his first club trip that 

was scheduled for the Nantahala but was 

switched and became the club’s first, explor-

atory run of the Lower Chauga.  Soon 

thereafter, I joined him on several other 

Lower Chauga. I discovered to my relief that 

Jack was skilled with a rescue rope, as the 

right-side line at Pumphouse Rapid gave me 

fits in my 15’ Sears aluminum canoe.  

 

I also have great memories of many trips he 

coordinated in the mid to late 1970’s on 

sections III and IV of Chattooga and on the 

Chauga Gorge.  On 4/20/1974 Jack ran 

sweep on the club’s last trip on the 

Coosawattee Gorge before Carter’s Lake 

was filled and inundated.  Jack’s photo of a 

now long-submerged class V rapid, taken on 

that trip, can be found on page 155 of Su-

zanne Welander’s Canoeing & Kayaking 

Georgia (second edition).  

 

Jack was elected GCA Vice-President for 

the club’s 1974-5 year, and he served as 

Racemaster for our Southern US Slalom & 

Wildwater Championships in 1975 and 

1976.  At that that time the club’s Nantahala 

race, the oldest whitewater race in the 

Southeast, was the our biggest social event 

of the year, involving scores of volunteers, 

and about 325 race entries.  Jack served as 

GCA Vice President again in 1977-8 and as 

President in 1978-9.  

 

Jack was an excellent leader who aptly re-

cruited, encouraged and led many others to 

promote the club’s goals. He directed us with 

intelligence, friendliness and humor and was a 

great joy to work and spend time with. Jack 

continued on the Board for four more years 

after his presidency . 

 

On 9/12/1976 Jack went on the club’s first 

trip on the Middle Ocoee after the flume was 

condemned.  Thereafter he coordinated many 

of the club’s first Ocoee trips in the 1970’s. 

He and Hank Klausman worked hard with the 

Ocoee River Council to insure that TVA was 

committed to recreational releases when its 

wooden flume was rebuilt. 

 

Jack continued to coordinate regular trips for 

the club until the mid 1980’s, especially on the 

Chattooga, Little River Canyon, Tellico, and 

Chauga Gorge.  - EL 
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE 

Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels 

and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the 

coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening. 

Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would 

like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels. 

Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip, 

call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263. 
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all 

types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up 

to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 

Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the 

Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated. 

Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information. 

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com 

KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS 

Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers. 

Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques. 

Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed. 

Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll. 

Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required. 

October 20 50th Anniversary Southeastern’s Race  

 

  October 21 Fall Membership Paddle and Officer Elections 

 

  October 28 Peachtree City Roll Practice 

 

  December 1 Holiday Party 

 

  January 17-21 Manatee Paddle   Contact Lisa Haskell:  lshkayaker@gmail.com or (678) 858-2012   
 

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at http://www.gapaddle.com. For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail gapad-

dletraining@gmail.com.    

THE EDDY LINE 

Thinking of joining a paddling trip? 

 

When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the fol-

lowing bit of river etiquette in mind: 

 

Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if your guest is an inexperienced paddler.   

This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will not have support boaters., and it’s 

considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an inexperienced paddler.  Please don’t put the trip coordinator in the 

uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group. 

http://www.gapaddle.com/


WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and 

promote safety while paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 
500 family and corporate memberships comprising 
more than 1500 Individuals.  Canoeists and 
Kayakers of all ages and paddling abilities are 

equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests 
include whitewater river running, creeking and 
playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 

paddle camp outs and competition and racing 

activities.  We espouse conservation, environmental 
and river access issues as well as boating safety and 

skills development.  Group paddling, training and 
social activities of all kinds are conducted throughout 
the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many 

members and friends.  Membership is NOT limited 

to Georgia residents. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by 

advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know 

you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support.  Thanks!  
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THE EDDY LINE 

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE 
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf for-
mat. To subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 404.629.5376 or 
Vincent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O. 
Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 

 
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising 
should be sent to The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEdi-

tor@gmail.com. 
 
Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and 

commercial ads is the 20th of the previous month (e.g. August 
20 for the September issue). 


