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The following slate of officers was elected 

at the membership paddle on October 15 

for the 2017-2018 term: 

 
President  Jenny Taylor  

Vice President Lisa Haskell 

Secretary  Carol Reiser  

Treasurer  Vincent Payne  

 

2017-2018 GCA Officer Elections 

 

The cost per session will be $6 for GCA members 

and $10 for non-members. You will also need ACA 

insurance which is an additional $5 unless you are 

an ACA member. You will need your ACA mem-

bership card or number in order to get credit for 

ACA membership. 

 

This is a very nice, large facility. It is large enough to 

bring your canoe or sea kayak to roll and still leave 

plenty of room for other people. The water and 

facility are heated but aren't hot in my opinion. 

Some people roll in just a rash guard but I am usual-

ly too cool that way. If you get cold easily you might 

want to bring a couple of layers with you the first 
time until you have an opportunity to see how the 

temperature works for you. There are nice chang-

ing rooms with showers for after roll practice. 

 

If you have any questions (or if you have a burning 

desire to come to Peachtree City and teach me to 

roll my canoe - :-)) please feel free to contact me at 

lshkayaker@gmail.com.—EL 
 

Peachtree City Roll Practice 

By Lisa Haskell 

We will meet at the Kedron Aquatic Center in 

Peachtree City from 5 pm to 7pm. Please arrive at 

the facility about 4:30 pm to fill out paperwork 

and be ready to go at 5 pm when the pool be-

comes available for our use. Also, please be sure 

that your boat is clean - there is no hose available 

at the pool so you will need to rinse off your boat 

before you arrive. 
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Directional rolling is composed of three main 

parts.  First, you learn a roll on both sides 

very early on.  In reality there is no such a 

thing as an “off side” roll in a kayak.  The pad-

dle is symmetrical and the mechanics are the 

same for both sides.  Most people just don’t 

bother to learn the roll on the other side.  At 

ERA they teach both sides right from the 

start.  I learned both almost simultaneously.  

As soon as you have a fairly solid flat water 

right roll, they add the left before it feels so 

strange. I do not refer to rolls as off side or 

on side, but rather right and left.  A right roll 

is what most people call an onside roll be-

cause the right hand is on the top. I never 

practice one side without the other.   

 

Second,  you always set up to the side you flip 

to.  Most of the time we flip upstream.  If we 

set up to that side as we go over, we are al-

lowing the current to help us up a bit and not 

working against it.  A good example of this is 

flipping on the traditional line at Nantahala 

Falls. If you face the photographer and head 

on that left-right line and flip, it is going to be 

upstream. If you set up for a right roll, you are 

working against the wave/current.  Sure you 

can roll up that way,  but why not use the cur-

rent to help you?  Often it is difficult to get 

the paddle out of the water.  One reason why 

they say to wait a second and match the 

speed of the current to roll is because most 

people only roll on one side.  This is irrelevant 

if you have a roll on both sides.  It is also 

sometimes more difficult to get that paddle 

out of water to the set up position when 

you are working against the current. The 

second reason to set up to the side you flip 

to is that you have the momentum of you 

falling in that directions to help you get 

up.  Ever watch a really good play boater in a 

hole roll so fast you can barely tell they 

rolled?  They rolled with the wave/current. 

 

Third,  you never set up on the same side 

twice if you miss a roll.   If I miss a roll and I 

switch to the other side, now I have the mo-

mentum of falling back over to help and 

sometimes when you miss a first roll and it 

is easier to get to set up. Sometimes I just 

can’t get to set up easily and rather than 

fight it I start the roll, miss, then have the 

current and momentum to help and I am 

setting up out of the water as I fall back 

over.  

 

This concept, once you get it in muscle 

memory, really makes a huge impact on your 

kayaking.  ERA has some great drills to help 

you get this into muscle memory.  Another 

thing I do is I roll in sets, one on each side, 

when I practice.  When I practice in current 

I always practice flipping to the upstream 

side.  This makes rolling almost effortless. If 

you haven’t ever considered this and really 

want to get a new skill down set up a lesson 

with one of the ERA instructors.  You will be 

amazed at how well this concept works and 

will improve your confidence and kayaking 

skills.  Give it a try.  Once upon a time, your 

right roll felt odd and strange too.  https://

endlessriveradventures.com/2009/09/21/

what-is-directional-rolling-2/  - EL 

Directional Rolling 

By Mary Mills 
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On August  5, 2017, kayakers Jay Davis, 

Josh Hendricks, Chuck Johnson, Kevin 

Kelly, Kimberly Kerce,  Jason McCay,  

Stephan Volmer and I, in my Buffalo open 

canoe, had a wonderful trip on this be-

loved river, running from Bull Sluice to 

Lake Tugaloo.  We had 1.39 on the USGS 

Hwy. 76 gauge.  It was a low level but usu-

ally enough to run without scraping all the 

rapids.  This day, however, new wood 

blocked Center Crack and made it impass-

able without a little higher water. 

We only had two swims all day,  due to my 

swamping at Cork Screw and a kayaker 

running the ledge too far left at Raft Trap 

and pinning under undercut entrance to its 

exit chute.  But the clear mountain waters 

felt good on this warm, sunny day, and 

many of us enjoyed planned swims and 

cool showers under Long Creek Falls, 

where we stopped for lunch. 

Trip Report:   

Chattooga Section IV 

By Roger Nott 

Photos by Jay Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks go Southeastern Expeditions for 

providing me a PFD to replace the ones I left at 

the take-out (!) and to Stephan for shuttling me 

there.  It was a great GCA trip with a strong, 

safety-conscious, and congenial crew, most of 

whom feasted together that evening at La Pa-

changa in Clayton.—EL 

 

 

Roger Nott surfing Rock Jumble 

Kevin Kelly had a perfect line at Seven Foot Falls 

Chuck Johnson at Corkscrew 
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The second annual Tallulah Race was held 

November 11, 2017.  It was held during 

the GCA-sponsored release weekend and 

wouldn’t have happened without the GCA 

support and volunteers. 

 

The race ran from the put-in to just be-

low Powerhouse.  The race course is 1.54 

miles long and drops 413 total vertical 

feet.   

 

There were 35 racer spots available.  

Qualification for the race was based on 

past performace at the Green Race, the 

Lord of the Fork Race, and the inaugural 

Tallulah Race.   A total of 32 racers partici-

pated this year. 

 

Race day started with a safety boater 

meeting and registration, followed by a 

racer meeting and registration.  Once the 

water stabilized, the racers descended the 

stairs into the gorge, to begin the race. 

 

Pat Keller and Zac Fraysier tied for first 

place, with a time of 10:47.  Third place 

went to Holt McWhirt, with a time of 

10:55. 

 

Race video footage can be viewed here: 

https://vimeo.com/242655838. 

 

The Race and After Party were a Fundrais-

er for Team River Runner.  The after party  

 
(continued, page 5) 

2017 Tallulah Race Results 

By Laura Dillon 

 
The top three racers celebrate at the after party. 
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(Tallulah Race, continued from page 4) 

 

featured a boat raffle for a Party Braap, 

which was donated by Roth Wild Adven-

tures, as well as a paddle, PFD and other 

swag.  The lucky boat winner was Kristin 

House.  Over $2000 was raised for Team 

River Runner.—EL 

Tallulah racers prior to the race 

Pat Keller 

Picture by Adrenia Clark 

Zac Fraysier 

Picture by Adrenia Clark 
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GCA's 49th Annual Southeastern U.S. Wild-

water Championships were held on Sunday, 

October 22, 2017.  Thirty-seven paddlers 

raced from the USFS Nantahala put-in 8+ 

miles to the Founders’ Bridge at the 

Nantahala Outdoor Center. 

 

For the tenth time since 2001, in the Men’s 

Wildwater K-1 class, Chris Hipgrave won the 

Fastest Kayak Award.  He had a blistering 

time of 46 minutes and 45 seconds, besting 

second place kayaker Lee Leibfarth by one 

minute and twenty-six seconds.  Sven Jons-

son took third.  

 

Lee’s thirteen-year-old daughter Evy 

Leibfarth won the Women’s’whitewater K-1 

class, earning the Julie Wilson Award.   A few 

weeks earlier she had won the C-1Wclass at 

the Canoe Slalom National Championships in 

Dickerson, Maryland, and had the fastest raw 

time in the K-1W class but finished second 

due to one penalty touch by one-tenth of a 

second to U. S. Olympian Ashley Nee.  2015 

and 2016 winner Ellen Osment finished sec-

ond.  Olivia McGinnis won the women’s rec-

reational Longboat class, and K-1W racer 

Lee Vincent bested all but one of the men in 

the K-1 Short class. 

 

Two-time Masters World Champion John 

Pinyerd was the fastest single-bladed paddler, 

in the WW OC-1 Men’s’ class, and won his 

21st Charlie Patton Award since 1991 in an 

impressive time of 56:04, nearly 3 minutes 

faster than the top C-1 Wildwater racer, Tad 

Dennis.  Roger Nott in a REC OC-1 was 

awarded second in Men's OC-1. 

 

Clay Nash won the REC K-1 Men’s’ Long 

Boat class in 58:36, besting Josh Hall, John 

Derrick and ten others in that class.  Stanley 

Ezquerro was the top men’s Short kayaker 

in 1:06:27. 

 

For the third time since 2009 the Ramone 

Eaton Award for the fastest Open Tandem 

Canadian Canoe was won by Paul Cox and 

Allen McAdams, in 1:02:59. 

 

We all had great fun.  Special thanks go to the 

Nantahala Racing Club's Chris Hipgrave, 

GCA’s 2017 Race Master Todd McGinnis, and 

all the GCA volunteers who helped.  Those 

included Jenny Taylor, Carol Reiser, Jim Tebbel, 

John Pinyerd, Lincoln Williams, and Roger 

Nott. 

 

Todd McGinnis has been appointed 2018 

GCA Racemaster.  I am very much looking 

forward to the 

club making a 

very special ef-

fort for next 

year’s 50th An-

nual Southeast-

erns, the South’s 

oldest and long-

est continually 

running white-

water competi-

tion.   - EL 

49th Annual Southeastern U. S.  

Wildwater Championships 

by Roger Nott 
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Chattooga Section 2.5 Eclipse Trip  

by Roger Nott 

Kayakers Camren Gober,  Jorge Mestre, Da-

vid Suitts and Jim Tebbel, plus Rob White and 

I in open canoes, enjoyed a wonderful trip on 

this mild, mostly cloudless Monday.  This GCA 

trip was planned to experience on the most 

beautiful river in Georgia, the total solar 

eclipse, whose center of totality passed over 

the Chattooga near Turn Hole on Section II, 

beginning at 2:36 p.m. 

 

We met at Ingles in Clayton at 9 a.m.; early 

enough to beat the traffic jams.   We then left 

as many vehicles as we could at Sandy Ford 

on the Georgia side.  We enjoyed a brief stop 

to view and take pictures at the old Darnell 

Mill just upstream of the Warwoman Creek 

bridge on Sandy Ford Road. 

 

 

 We then drove to the USFS put-in for Sec-

tion II to file our permit. but actually put-in a 

mile further downstream along Low Water 

Bridge Road, to avoid a mile of flat wa-

ter.   We had 1.48 on the USGS Hwy. 76 

gauge, a low but not scrapy level.  We took a 

leisurely pace and stopped to view the partial 

eclipse several times, and to swim from some 

rocks just upstream of Earl’s Ford.  As we lin-

gered we noticed that it was becoming more 

and more cloudy. 

 

We saw almost no one till we reached Earls 

Ford shortly before 2:00 p.m. and encoun-

tered about 200 folks in a festive mood, which 

was quite a shock.  We hastened downriver 

trying to outrun the front,  but decided to 

stop and eat lunch and await the totality atop 

a large rock outcropping on river left about 

150 yards downstream of  Warwoman Rapid.  

As we waited, stretched out on our backs on 

the rock, the sun poked in and out from be-

hind some dark clouds.  Unfortunately they 

obscured the sun completely from five 

minutes before to a few minutes after the two 

and a half minutes of totality.  We found out 

later from other paddlers that, had we pad-

dled less than a half mile further, we would 

have seen something like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(continued page 8) 

 

 

 

 

Darnell Mill 

in present 

day.   

 

 

 

 

Darnell Mill 

in it’s heyday. 
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(Chattooga Eclipse Trip, continued from page 7)  

           
Nevertheless, our experiences were amaz-

ing.  It got so dark for a short time that I 

was falling asleep and felt annoyed at the 

end of the totality, as if someone had rudely 

awakened me by throwing open my bed-

room curtains.  Fortunately, I had seen the 

last totality in the continental U. S. 38 years 

earlier at Monomoy Island on Cape Cod.  I 

will certainly try to catch the next one in 

2024. 

 

Re-energized by the lights being back on, we 

paddled with gusto the dramatic final two 

and a half miles of river to Sandy Ford, often 

stopping to play in its fine class II and III 

whitewater.  We found a downed tree block-

ing the entrance to the standard, S-turn run 

at Dicks Creek Ledge, but we successfully 

braved the more sporting second slot or the 

sheer six foot drop down the middle. 

 

 

At Sandy Ford it was nice to be able to load 

our boats onto the vehicles at the river’s 

edge. We all agreed that it had been a great 

trip.  For Jorge, Jim and me it was topped off 

deliciously that evening, feasting together at 

Manrique’s Mexican Store in Clayton, at a lei-

surely and congenial pace and gratefully miss-

ing most of the bumper to bumper traffic 

heading south on routes 441 and 365.  

- EL 

 

Dick’s Creek s-turn 

Dick’s Creek Falls 

Keeping In Touch 
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. 

Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 

Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members 

share information of general interest. To sign up, send an e-mail to 

gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 

Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership 

application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and 

links to Eddy Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

 

Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, video, trip 

reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu trip. 



ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE 
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in print or pdf for-
mat. To subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 404.629.5376 or Vin-

cent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 611, Win-

ston, GA 30187. 

Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to 

The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com. 

 

Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and commercial ads 

is the 20th of the previous month (e.g. August 20 for the September/

October issue). 
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KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT 

 

Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of The Eddy Line bounce 
back due to bad or outdated email addresses. If an email to you bounces 

back, you will be deleted from the recipient list until we get an updated 

email address. 

 

When the GCA receives a mail failure notice in response to an email to you 

on the GCA email list, you will be automatically unsubscribed by the listserve 

software. If your email changes, please "unsubscribe" and re-subscribe with 

your new address.  

January Manatee Paddle 

By Lisa Haskell  

Once again the GCA will be venturing south 

for the MLK holiday weekend to paddle 

some of Florida’s beautiful springs and rivers.  

We will be setting up our base camp at the 

Chassahowitzka River Campground and do-

ing day trips from there.  We will be driving 

down on Thursday, January 11, 2018 and 

paddling the next four days (Friday, January 

12, 2018 - Monday, January 15, 2018).   

 

I will be on campsite #53 and would love to 

have GCA members camping near me but 

you do need to contact the campground to 

make your own reservations. Their contact 

information and campground details can be 

found at:   

http://www.chassahowitzkaflorida.com/. 

 

Potential paddling locations include (but are 

not limited to):   Withlacoochee River, 

Chassahowitzka River,  Ichetucknee Springs, 

Crystal River,  Weeki Wachee, Rainbow Riv-

er, Silver River, Braden River, etc. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: This is an 

official GCA trip. You will be expected to 

wear your PFD, not just have it in your boat. 

Also, this trip is for GCA members – not 

the general public. Please do not post this 

trip on other websites. 

 

Please contact me, Lisa Haskell, by email 

at lshkayaker@gmail.com or by phone 

at (678) 858-2012 to register for this 

trip.  Using the RSVP button on the website 

does not mean that you are signed up for the 

trip.—EL 
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE 

Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels 

and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the 

coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening. 

Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would 

like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels. 

Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip, 

call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263. 
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Email Cruisemaster Lesley Symington at lslysym@mindspring.com. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all 

types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up 

to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 

Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the 

Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated. 

Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information. 

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com 

KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS 

Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers. 

Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques. 

Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed. 

Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll. 

Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required. 

GCA Holiday Party:  December 2 

 

Stone Mountain Roll Practice:  Wade Walker YMCA.  Next session:  December 13  

 

Peachtree City Roll Practice:  Kedron Aquatic Center, 5-7pm.  Next sessions:  December 3 and 17 

 

Macon Roll Practice:  Wednesdays at Wesleyan College. 

 

Winter Paddling, Loaded for Bear:  December 10.  Contact Lisa Haskell (lshkayaker@gmail.com or (678) 

858-2012 ) 

 

Kerrie’s Columbus Paddle Fun:  December 16.  Contact Kerrie Barloga via Facebook. 

 

 

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at www.gapaddle.com.  For any ques-
tions or class suggestions, e-mail gapaddletraining@gmail.com.   

THE EDDY LINE 

Thinking of joining a paddling trip? 

 

When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the follow-

ing bit of river etiquette in mind: 

 

Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if your guest is an inexperienced paddler.   

This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will not have safety boaters., and it’s consid-

ered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an unexpected paddler.  Please don’t put the trip coordinator in the uncomfort-

able position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group. 

mailto:lshkayaker@gmail.com
tel:6788582012
tel:6788582012


SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by 

advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know 

you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support.  Thanks!  
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Good Luck to 

Olivia McGinnis as 

she heads for Ar-

gentina and the 

Junior Worlds! 



Post Office Box 611 

Winston, Georgia 30187 

G E O RG I A  C A N OE I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .  

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while 

paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 500 family and corporate 

memberships comprising more than 1500 Individuals.  Canoeists and Kayakers of all 

ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests include 

whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 

paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities.  We espouse conservation, 

environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills 

development.  Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted 

throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and 

friends.  Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents. 

The Eddy Line,  © 2017, is  published bi-monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354 

Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association,  

P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 


