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access project in the Upper Etowah Basin.  The City of 
Canton supplied the river front property.  Repeated 
meetings with the City of Canton Engineers Office, the 
Upper Etowah River Keeper headed up by Diane Minick, 
the Mountain Conservation Trust represented by Tom 
Kowalski, the Mountain Stewards run by Don Wells, and 
the Georgia Canoeing Association represented by me, 
resulted in a plan that would stay within budget and 
provide public access to the river.  The project was 
completed with labor from the Mountain Stewards, the 
City of Canton, and a contractor hired with the available 
funds. 
 
This access point will be part of a much larger recreation 
area which will be developed by Cherokee County for 
the City of Canton.  Estimates on the startup time for 
this development vary from next month to March which 
brings me to the point of having the access point open 
temporarily.  The City of Canton and Cherokee County 

(Continued on page 2) 

CITY OF CANTON ETOWAH RIVER ACCESS 

by Haynes Johnson 
 
We now have a new canoe and kayak access point for 
the Etowah River in the City of Canton.  It’s been talked 
about for nearly five years and is finally here, temporarily 
anyway.  This access point is the product of cooperation 
between local government and a number of non- profit 
organizations based here in North Georgia.  The Coosa 
River Basin initiative under Joe Cook obtained a 
substantial sum of money from the settlement of a 
federal Clean Water Act dispute.  They in turn shifted 
these funds to the Mountain Conservation Trust of 
Georgia who, under the able direction of Pam 
Sunderland, designated some of the funds for a river 
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by Jesse and Jill Hebden - Co-Training  Chairs 
 
I would like to provide a quick glance at the vision for 
the GCA Training Division.  My passion lies in helping 
people grow and continually improve and the GCA has 
consistently provided this opportunity to the paddling 
community. Jill and I are excited to be a part of the 
magic. We would like to see every paddler be a skillful 
asset to any group at any time on any river. The GCA 
now has an in-house Swift Water Rescue Instructor and 
can offer several Swift Water Rescue classes throughout 
the 2013 season.  There will be no reason  for a 
member of the GCA not to take advantage of this 
training. River safety is of the utmost importance. 
    
At present, I see a gap between the Intermediate 
paddlers and the advanced paddlers and hope to bridge 
this gap by offering more training opportunities for the 
intermediate paddler.  The club customarily offers many 
beginner and intermediate level training clinics, but due 
to the lack of Level V instructors, the club does not 
currently have advanced paddling clinics to help get the 
intermediate level paddler to the next level.  We 
currently have several well qualified Level IV instructors 
that would be great candidates for the Level V Instructor 
Certification.   I know for a fact these instructors are 
ready to remove the limitations and get after it.   
   
We would also like to see more specialized clinics such 
as creeking, playboating, rolling, slalom, etc.  Not all of 
these will get on the training roster for 2013, but I hope 
to see a progression based on interest.  To facilitate this, 
I plan to coordinate a creeking clinic this winter (when 
the rain comes) for those who have shown 
interest.  This clinic, as with all GCA clinics, will be run 
with the security and safety you would find with most 
GCA trips.  I will have the aid of some of the most 
knowledgeable instructors in the GCA, who most 
members already know.  As a result, Jill and I aspire to 
see a mentorship grow within the club to be carried into 
the next generation of paddlers, paying it forward for 
many years to come. 

will have to close the access point during construction of 
the park for safety and liability reasons.  So enjoy the 
access point while you can and please respect the need 
to temporarily close it when construction starts. Notice 
of the start of construction will be noted in the list 
serve. 
  
The access point is located very close to Exit 19 on I-
575 (see attached map).  To reach the site, travel west 
on East Main Street after exiting 575.  The first traffic 
light west of the interstate is Brown Industrial Parkway, 
turn north northwest (right) on BIP and follow it past 
the local industrial area, over the railroad tracks to a cul 
de sac.   Just north of the railroad tracks and just south 
of the cul de sac, a dirt road runs south southwest 
before turning west north west to run to the forested 
buffer of the Etowah River.  At the buffer turn left, and 
parallel the buffer to the power lines.  Park before the 
power lines and scout to find the concrete ramp that 
leads down to the access point.  From this point it is 
approximately 8 miles downstream to the public access 
point at the upper end of Lake Allatoona. 
 
This access point is one part of a plan forming to 
establish the Etowah River Water trail which will run 
from Lumpkin County to Rome in Georgia.  If 
completed as contemplated, the trail will extend more 
than 160 miles.  Look for updates on this exciting public 
recreation project in future Eddy Lines. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

GCA TRAINING , 2013 



Page 3 

VOLUME 47,  NO.7 

Buford Dam form the launch site. 
 
Buford Dam is a massive earthen dam that impounds 
the Chattahoochee near Buford, Georgia. It’s impressive 
to drive over and impressive to look upon from 
downstream. The lake is scenic and deep and the water 
in the outflow is ice cold. The Army Corps of Engineers 
has the strange habit of releasing either slightly too little, 
or much too much water from the dam. This results in 
very extreme fluctuations in flow. Unfortunately I 
didn’t have the opportunity to experience one of the 
high-flow events but the signs of it were everywhere. 
Fortunately even the minimum flow is floatable for the 
average solo paddling craft, especially if you are drought-
desperate for whitewater. 
 

 
Lot of wood in the run due to periodical high flows. 
 
There were plenty of exposed rocks covered in mud 
between the highly eroded stream banks. These created 
some nice small class I rapids with a few opportunities 
for 360 degree flat spins, though few other opportunities 
other than playing slalom by dodging the semi-
frequent trout fishermen. Judging by their relative 
scarcity, I suggest a few of the Atlanta fellows cluttering 
the Toccoa and Upper Upper Chattooga should relocate 
to the nearby Middle Hooch to have less paddler 
interference and more solitude. Plus it will keep them off 
the whitewater. The Middle Hooch is relatively flat. We 
did not see any other paddlers for the entire day but we 
saw several fishermen – but only a couple per mile. 
There are a few McMansions dimly visible through the 
trees outside the National Park Service property lining 
the river but for the most part we enjoyed at least the 
illusion of a river in a fairly pristine condition (once you 
get out of sight of the massive dam). 

(Continued on page 4) 

by Allen Pugue 
 
Chattahoochee River: Buford Dam to Settles 
Bridge 
 
When starved of water, I have sometimes found it 
necessary to wander far from familiar territory. Last 
weekend the only thing running within 200 miles of the 
greater Chattanooga area was the Chattahoochee so I 
went for a long drive. Large groups converged on the 
Metro section, but a smaller group converged on the 
rarely run but frequently fished Middle Hooch. I joined 
the Walkers, Stephen and Jana, who graciously invited 
me to explore their local run. I hoped the haul would be 
a meager 2 hours but it went well over that due to my 
inability to input the correct destination into the GPS. It 
was roughly a Nanty drive for a class I-II river but that’s 
not important in a drought. I was just glad to be out on 
the water. 
 

 
Lake Lanier from Buford Dam Road. 
 

 

THE MIDDLE HOOCH—TRIP REPORT 
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The mud on the sign marks the level the water normally 

reaches when the dam is generating at full 
capacity. Rivers ought to not have mile markers in my 

opinion. Very strange. 
 
 
The Chattahoochee in this section reminds me much of 
the wider sections of the Etowah River. It also has some 
qualities fundamentally and unsurprisingly similar to the 
Metro Hooch (as it is the same river, just further 
upstream). One of the unusual features of this section of 
the river is the abundant signage, apparently installed to 
prevent the drowning of river users, especially 
fishermen, necessitated by the huge fluctuation of release 
levels from the dam. Apparently the volume varies by 
several thousand cubic feet per second during episodes 
of power generation. The evidence of this were the 
extremely eroded stream banks, the abundance of entire 
trees laying over in the riverbed, and mud covering 
every rock that rose above water level at our non-
release condition. 
 
Eventually we arrived at the only true class II on the run, 
Rescue Rock (a.k.a. the Hump). This is a rock ledge with 
a giant boulder in the middle, which is undercut but not 
difficult to avoid. There is a medium sized wave-
hole alongside the best channel to the right of the 
boulder and you can punch it and eddy out behind the 
rock. There is a huge eddy behind it the size of a 
medium pond and there is some play to be found in the 
standing waves in the run-out from the rapid. Sandy 
beaches (at low flow) make good points to exit your 
boat on river left. Watch out for the accumulation of 
logs on river right below the surf in the outflow of 
the wave train. 
 

 
Approaching Rescue Rock, the only class II on the 
section at normal flow. Note the undercut. 
 

 
The left side of Rescue Rock. We didn't run this side. It 
kind of looks like a Chattooga Section 2 rapid. 
 
 
Play all you want and then be prepared for flatwater, 
there is a lot of it. The flat section is punctuated by a few 
small rapids with play spots including a couple of very 
nice small but glassy waves that can be ridden 
for minutes on end, although they are not deep enough 
to throw any significant moves. We amused ourselves by 
throwing down our sterns and working on flatwheels in 
the deep pools between. Finally we came upon the 
takeout at the defunct Settles Bridge, tired but happy. 
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Keeping In Touch 
To contact GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357 . 

Group mail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members share information of general interest. To sign up, send and e-mail to 

gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and links to Eddy 

Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

 
The old Settles Bridge. The take out is on river left. 
 
We finished with Pollo Pakal and a burrito at Cinco 
on Peachtree Industrial. My Pollo Pakal came with 
Cream Corn Sauce (?), something I’ve never 
experienced before. I called it “Mexican Pancakes,” 
where disks of crunchy tortilla are the cakes and cream 
corn sauce is the syrup. Nice river, nice people, nice day. 
At least I got to paddle in a multi-week drought (the 
heavy rains didn't arrive for another 2 days). Oh, I forgot 
to mention how warm it was. Spring temps in early 
December, can’t beat that. 
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These members have recently joined 
GCA.  New members are the life 
blood and future of the club – contact 
one near you and arrange to paddle 
together. 
 
Andrews, Cheryl F. 
7920 Wynfield Circle 
Cumming GA 30040 
Email: candrews1555@bellsouth.net 
 
Asay, Karen 
2137 Lake Park Drive Apt. P 
Smyrna GA 30080 
H: 404-395-2102 
Email: zelriak@gmail.com 
 
Aull Ellen L. 
3978 Woodrose Court 
Snellville GA 30039 
H: 770-978-1872 
Email: ellen.aull@comcast.net 
 
Aultman, Katy 
1822 N. Rock Springs Road NE Unit 
#2 
Atlanta GA 30329 
H: 404-219-4505 
Email: kaultman@gmail.com 
 
Baker, Adele 
315 Manor Court 
Monroe GA 30655 
H: 770-466-7967 
Email: jbakerga@aol.com 
 
Balaun, Nancy & Michael 
2528 Boxwood Court 
Atlanta GA 30345 
H: 770-414-4259 
Email: atlpaddler@comcast.net 
 
Baldwin, George & 
Sulek, Jacqui 
209 SW Paisley Court 
Fort White FL 32038 
H: 386-497-4185 
Email: georgebaldwin@earthlink.net 
 
 
 

Bauman, David 
2994 Delcourt Drive 
Decatur GA 30033 
H: 404-633-9225 
Email: baumandavid4@att.net 
 
Bazemore, David 
1114 GA 96 Suite C1 #161 
Kathleen GA 31047 
H: 912-318-2276 
Email: strive2@ymail.com 
 
Berger, Steve 
13921 Greely Drive 
Huntsville AL 35803 
H: 256-520-5617 
Email: steveberger85@hotmail.com 
 
Bernhart , Alex Stearns- 
741 Virginia Circle  
Atlanta GA  30306 
H: 404-892-9222 
Email: rangerguy1@gmail.com 
Email: rangerguy1@gmail.com 
 
Bowles, Stephen Carey & Ethan 
2847 Cedar Canyon Court  
Atlanta GA 30345 
H: 404-316-4106 
Email: Scbowles@gmail.com 
Email: Scbowles@gmail.com 
 
Brady, Dan 
4350 Agard Street 
Cumming GA 30040 
H: 770-887-3231 
Email: dan.brady@mckesson.com 
Email: danbrady16@gmail.com 
 
Brass, Nancy & Barry 
152 Shoals Ferry Road 
Rome GA 30161 
H: 706-295-9012 
Email: gator5696@aol.com 
 
Brown, Mark & Justin 
1896 Cook Road 
Zebulon GA 30295 
H: 678-414-1597 
Email: mark.brown@clayton.k12.ga.us 
 
Brubaker, Timothy & Emily 
2270 Sunrise Court 
Cumming GA 30040 
H: 770-312-6437 
Email: xero7ven@gmail.com 
 

Butler, Tony & Kim 
206 Madison South Drive 
Macon GA 31220 
H: 478-228-0815 
Email: tonybutlerconst@cox.net 
 
Buttram, Michael 
6640 Akers Mill Road Apt 5602 
Atlanta GA 30339 
H: 205-240-0485 
Email: jmichaelbuttram@yahoo.com 
 
Campell, Miriam & 
Daniels, Danni 
3166 Rehoboth Drive 
Decatur GA 30033  
H: 770-934-9158 
Email: macampell@mindspring.com 
Email: dannid@mindspring.com 
 
Cheong, Yuk Fai 
1784 North Decatur Road Suite 240 
Atlanta GA 30322 
H: 404-542-9118 
Email: faicheong@yahoo.com 
 
Christian, Steve 
4279 Roswell Rd. Bldg 102, Ste 236 
Atlanta GA 30342 
H: 404-633-5009 
Email: christian7993@bellsouth.net 
 
Cole, Mary 
1042 Sassafras St 
Goodlettsville TN 37072 
H: 615-418-0250 
Email: marycole07@comcast.net 
 
Dunlap, Jin & Leigh 
801 W. Conway Drive NW 
Atlanta GA 30327 
H: 404-846-2028 
Email: jim@jamesdunlaplaw.com 
 
Goodman, Wallis & Hank 
6500 St. Steven's Drive 
Austin TX 78746 
H: 512-328-5208 
Email: wallisgoodman@gmail.com 
Email: hank.goodman@sstx.org 
 
Haas, Troy & Melissa 
237 Mountain View Drive 
Woodstock GA 30188 
H: 404-202-5910 
Email: tvhaas@gmail.com 
Email: mabhaas@gmail.com 
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Handy, Paul & Rosemarie 
1394 Nunnally Trail 
Monroe GA 30655 
H: 770-855-2058 
Email: wildchildarts@yahoo.net 
Email: phndy1024@comcast.net 
 
Hanser, Ronald 
12715 W. 66 Terrace 
Shawnee KS 66216 
H: 816-686-7653 
Email: eichmann@kc.rr.com 
Email: vonmhanser@yahoo.com 
 
Hickman, Dave 
1951 Gotham Way 
Atlanta GA 30324 
H: 404-213-3823 
Email: jdaveh@mindspring.com 
 
Hurst, Rick 
P.O.Box 182 
Tellico Plains TN 37385 
H: 865-230-7384 
Email: swashbuckler571@hotmail.com 
 
Jerrell, Jr., Charles Larry 
25 Russell Road 
McDonough GA 30252 
H: 678-687-6554 
W: 678-687-5525 
Email: chuckjerrell@bellsouth.net 
 
Jordan, Linda 
70 First Manassas Way East 
Sharpsburg GA 30277 
H: 770-251-5335 
Email: lbjordan@numail.org 
Email: a7061ga@gmail.com 
 
Keenan, Greg 
305 Barrington Drive E. 
Roswell GA 30076 
H: 678-642-9050 
Email: keenangr@gmail.com 
 
Kelley, James Kevin & Rhonda L. 
207 Sleepy Hollow Road 
Powder Springs GA 30127 
H: 770-577-9561 
W: 404-725-8750 
W: 404-725-8751 
Email: kevinandrhonda@bellsouth.net 
Email: kevin.kelley@kurtsalmon.com 
 
 
 

Knauff, David 
4388 Wilkershire Way 
Norcross GA 30092 
H: 770-797-9097 
W: 404-543-8727 
Email: daveknauff@yahoo.com 
 
Lindblade, Kim &  
Lopez, Gerard 
311 Ponce De Leon Place 
Decatur GA 30030 
H: 404-373-1527 
Email: kil2@cdc.gov 
Email: klindblade@yahoo.com 
 
Montiel, Kelly 
3908 Granger Drive 
Atlanta GA 30341 
H: 404-308-1449 
Email: robbyk2@yahoo.com 
 
Mortell, Dave 
111 Sea Island Drive 
Peachtree City GA 30269 
H: 770-632-5948 
Email: mortell_david@hotmail.com 
 
Mueller, Alice (Allison) 
708 Brighton Point 
Atlanta, GA 30328 
H: 404-964-3518 
Email: muellermoshe@yahoo.com 
 
Murphy, Jennifer 
602 Hardendorf Ave NE Apt R 
Atlanta GA 30307 
H: 678-576-4555 
Email: jenmurphy8@gmail.com 
 
Neal, Tamera 
2718 Addison Drive 
Doraville GA 30340 
H: 770-457-7774 
Email: tamerasneal@bellsouth.net 
 
Petkovich Elizabeth & George 
2900 Galahad Drive 
Atlanta GA 30345 
H: 404-234-8537 
Email: 
epetkovich@seligenterprises.com 
Email: george@pbwatlanta.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Pineo III, Charles C. 
3404 Doral Lane 
Woodstock GA 30189 
H: 770-591-0995 
W: 404-520-2716 
Email: ccpineoiii@aol.com 
Email: ccpineo3@bellsouth.net 
 
Remaly, Tyler 
3991 Gann Road 
Smyrna GA 30082 
H: 770-780-1012 
Email: tyler.remaly@abcsupply.com 
 
Rivera, Janine 
1345 Lake Charles Drive 
Roswell GA 30075 
H: 679-795-0174 
Email: rivera_janine@hotmail.com 
 
Robbins, Amy 
403 Alexander Circle 
Marietta GA 30060 
H: 404-509-6367 
Email: amyrobbins115@gmail.com 
 
Ronay, Kathleen 
2340 Oakwood Way SE 
Smyrna GA 30080 
H: 678-305-9485 
Email: kronay@charter.net 
 
Shabazaz, Masood & Tara 
5155 Rebel Road 
Marietta GA 30368 
H: 770-998-2291 
W: 678-283-4776 
Email: shabazaz@yahoo.com 
 
Stine, John H. 
2218 Holly Court 
Cumming GA 30041 
H: 770-296-2402 
Email: 19jhs48@gmail.com 
 
Weaver, Curtis & Sally 
702 Orleans Trace 
Peachtree City GA 30269 
H: 770-632-1722 
Email: atr8@cdc.gov 
Email: weaverc@mindspring.com 
 
Wills, Jarod 
5170 Glenstone Court 
Gainesville GA 30504 
H: 770-530-3656 
Email: jarodhw@gmail.com 
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Reviewed by Allen Hedden 

 

I picked up this book when Doug did his presentation at 

the GCA meeting earlier this year.  I sort of back-

burnered reading it because the title just didn’t sound all 

that exciting.  As often happens, I was mistaken.   

 

The book is actually a compilation of essays and articles 

that Doug has written over the years.  He has edited and 

compiled them into a well-organized volume that really 

speaks volumes.  The book is divided into 3 sections, 

Basics, Bigger Issues & Putting It All Together.  Since it’s 

a series of stand-alone articles and essays, it’s very easy 

to read a little here and a little there without losing the 

flow.  I like that kind of reading because I don’t always 

have a lot of time on my hands to take on a really long 

book.  As it turned out, I got really engrossed in the 

book and finished it in two sittings, very unusual for me! 

 

Doug is what most of us would call a “hair boater” 

although he might disagree with the use of that term to 

describe him.  He paddles a lot of really hard stuff and 

does it extremely well.  This series of essays give the 

rest of us mere mortals some excellent insight into the 

psyche of the “hair boater”.  However, much of this 

insight is really very applicable to every paddler, 

regardless of ability level or choice of what sort of water 

one paddles.   

 

For whatever reason, I found that I really see eye to eye 

with Doug on almost all of the points he discusses in the 

book, although I never have and never will take my 

paddling to the levels that Doug has.  Some may 

consider some of his opinions to be a bit controversial, 

like his thoughts on solo paddling in class V+ white 

water.  He does a really great job of laying out the 

reasons for his views and opinions, both the 

controversial and the more conventional ones. 

 

The only issue I have with his writing in this book is that 

he always refers to his sport as “kayaking” rather than 

using a more inclusive term like “paddling” which would 

encompass all aspects of the sport.  Regardless of his 

point of view, single blade knee boaters do exist and 

they do paddle class V+ white water ;-)  But I’m used to 

this attitude among butt boaters, and I paddle with a lot 

of them. 

 

Some of the essay titles, just to whet your interest:  

Beginner’s Mind, The Real Shit: Why I Paddle Class V, 

The Meaning of Artificial Whitewater, Making Sense of 

Death, Fear in Kayaking Part 1, 2 & 3, The Voice of the 

River. 

 

If you decide to read the book, I hope you enjoy it as 

much as I did.  Doug is a very good writer with a well-

organized style, and very entertaining.  I’m looking 

forward to reading his book “The Laugh of the Water 

Nymph”. 

 

 

BOOK REVIEW, WHITEWATER PHILOSOPHY BY DOUG AMMONS 



by Dickie Tillman 
 
Alley Spring to Eminence at Hwy. 19 
 
Meeting place, time and date:  October 8, 2012,  Alley 
Spring Campground and River Access at Hwy. 106 
approximately 5 miles west of Eminence, Mo. at 10:15 
a.m. cdt.   This was also the put in. 
 
Take out:     Hwy 19, river right at Eminence, Mo. 
 
Trip distance:  6 miles, we reached the take out at 
around 03:00 p.m. giving a total trip time of 
approximately 5 hours which included our lunch stop.   
 
Shuttle distance:   6 miles 
 
Trip notes and comments:  This trip was a leisurely 
paddle with about a 1 hour lunch stop down easy class 1 
current.     
 
River level on the Alley Springs gage was 63 cfs or 1.76 
ft.  On the Eminence gage it was 155 cfs or 1.73 ft. 
 
An area river map can be found at: 
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/national_parks/
ozark_park99.pdf 
 
The scenery was beautiful, the water was clear and we 
had great weather.   The paddlers were Bruce and Carol 
Cook, Chris and Rebecca Walling in OC2s, Jeff Engel in 
a K1 and Dickie Tillman in OC1.  Alley Spring and Alley 
Mill are must see attractions near the put in on this trip.   
Alley Spring boasts an 81 million gallons a day flow to 
add to the Jacks Fork.  When doing this section be sure 
to go by the spring and mill first by car because I don't 
thing you can paddle up to the spring from the river.  
The parking area for the spring and mill are on the 
opposite side of Hwy. 106  from the parking area for 
camping and river access.    
 
The folks in Missouri really do an excellent job at 
providing river access, catering to paddlers, campers and 
other outdoor enthusiast who visit the Ozarks and their 
beautiful rivers.  
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JACKS FORK RIVER TRIP REPORT 
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HEARTLAND RIVERS OF GEORGIA PADDLE SERIES IS BACK! 

Break out the kayak, tow straps and the dry sack: 

Heartland Rivers of Georgia (HRG) is back! A successful 

collaboration between the Georgia Canoeing Association 

and the Georgia Conservancy, last year’s HRG program 

led over 350 people on paddling and camping trips on 

some of Georgia’s most underutilized and imperiled 

rivers. The 2013 HRG program has expanded to include 

trips on the Ogeechee River, Savannah River (Augusta 

Canal), and middle Flint River. We are also working on a 

“sneak peak” whitewater paddle on the Chattahoochee 

River in Columbus. “HRG paddle series are some of the 

best paddles I've ever experienced,” says GCA volunteer 

Marie Short. “We’ve added some paddles that I have 

always wanted to do.  Hope you can join us!” 

Here is our tentative schedule for 2013: 

 

3/15 – 3/17 - Flint River Paddle at Montezuma Bluffs 

 

3/22 - 3/24 - Altamaha River to Sea Paddle in Darien 

 

4/19 - 4/21 - Three Rivers Paddle at Towns Bluff in 

Hazlehurst 

 

5/17 – 5/19 - Ogeechee River Coastal Paddle at Fort 

McAllister State Park 

 

6/1 - Historic Augusta Canal Paddle on the Savannah 

River 

 

9/13 - 9/15 - Flint River Family Adventure at Gerald I. 

Lawhorn Scout Camp 

 

9/27 - 9/29 - Columbus Uchee Creek Campout and 

Chattahoochee Paddle  

 

11/1 – 11/3 – Ocmulgee River Blueway Paddle in 

Hawkinsville  

 

We are always looking for volunteers for our Heartland 

Rivers of Georgia Paddle Series. If you are interested in 

helping out on the water (sweep, lead or safety boat) or 

around the camp (cooking, registration or cleanup) please 

email bschroeder@gaconservancy.org and include any up-

to-date certifications that you may have. 

   

To register or learn more about our program visit 

www.georgiaconservancy.org/heartland 

 

Kayak to Blackbeard Island with the Georgia 

Conservancy  

 

Join the Georgia Conservancy on a fun and truly unique 

winter camping trip to Sapelo Island and, if you dare, 

Blackbeard Island to the north.  Arrrrr! 

Spend a weekend under the stars camping at the 

spectacular Cabretta Beach on Sapelo Island’s north 

coast.  Paddle Blackbeard Creek with our friends at 

Southeast Adventure Outfitters to Blackbeard Island and 

explore one of Georgia’s most remote locales. 

Blackbeard Island is one of seven National Wildlife 

Refuges located in Georgia and is comprised of over 

5,000 acres. 

 

For guests who prefer to kayak and explore Blackbeard, 

the cost of the trip is $230 per person.  Included in this 

price are meals, camping equipment provided by REI, 

kayak rental, the ferry ride to and from Sapelo Island, and 

transportation to and from Cabretta Beach. 

For those who would like forgo paddling and spend 

Saturday exploring Sapelo Island, the cost is $125 per 

person and includes the meals, camping equipment and 

transportation listed above, minus the kayak rental 

fee.  Sapelo is home to various cultural, ecological and 

historical sites that guests will have the opportunity to 

visit. 

 

This is a very rare opportunity and spots for this trip will 

fill up fast. 

 

Because of transportation issues, you will not be allowed 

to bring your own kayak to the island, but you are more 

than welcome to bring your own camping gear. 

 

To register visit: http://www.georgiaconservancy.org/

sapelo-to-blackbeard 
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Indoor roll practice sessions will be held on 
Mondays from 7:00pm to 9:00pm at the Warren/
Holyfield Boys and Girls Club in Atlanta  on the 

following Monday evenings in 2013: 

January 7, 14, 28   

February 4, 11, 25  
March  4, 11, 18, 25 

 

Note: Roll practice will not be held on January 21 (Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day), nor February 18 (President's Day) 
 
The Warren/Holyfield Boys and Girls Club operates on 
the same holiday/inclement weather schedule as the 
Fulton County Public School System.  So, if schools are 
closed due to winter road conditions, roll practice will 
not be held. 
 
The Warren/Holyfield Boys and Girls Club's address is 
790 Berne St.  It is located at the corner of Berne and 

Marion Streets near Grant Park. 

  

Directions: (map) Exit I-20 at the Boulevard/Grant Park/
Cyclorama exit. Go south about 1/2 mile to Berne 
Street and turn left. Go another 1/2 mile and you'll see 
the facility, a large brick building on the left. Turn left on 
Marion Street. The pool entrance is in the back. Enter 
via the gate at the far end of the building to unload 

boats. 

  

Kayaks and canoes must be cleaned before entering the 

pool. Use the hose provided near the pool entrance. 

 

See gapaddle.com for additional information. 

 South Side Roll Practice by Lisa Haskell    

 

Starting in January we will be having roll practices on the 
south side of town on Sunday afternoons. We will be 
offering roll practices twice a month in January and 
February - if the practices are well attended we can 
extend the season and offer two roll practices in March 
as well.  The dates for the roll practices are January 13, 
2013, January 27, 2013, February 10, 2013 and February 
24, 2013.  If attendance allows, we will also have 

practices on March 10, 2013 and March 24, 2013. 

The address/contact information for the facility is:  

 
Kedron Fieldhouse and Aquatic Center    (map)   202 
Kedron Drive Peachtree City, GA  30269 
(770) 631-2525 

 

Roll practices will be from 5pm until 7pm on Sunday 
afternoon.  Please try to arrive about 15 minutes early 
so you can finish your paperwork before the session 
starts.  This will let everyone have more pool time!  This 
is a large facility and can accommodate many boats - 
canoes and sea kayaks will fit in this pool.  Please be sure 
to rinse your boats off (inside and out) before coming to 

practice. See gapaddle.com for additional information. 

 

West Cobb Roll Practice 

 

Friday night, from 7:30-9:30 PM.  The pool is on 4490 
Amberton Drive, Powder Springs, just West of Lost 

Mountain Road @ Dallas Highway.  

  2013 
Jan ~Still working out the details. Feb 1, 8, 15, 22 Mar 1, 
8, 15, 22, 29  Pricing to be announced. 

ROLL PRACT ICE , 2013 
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Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels 
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the 
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening. 
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would 
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels. 
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip, 
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263. 
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Call Cruise Master Jay Davis at 404.713.7586. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from 
flat-water to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a 
trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the 
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated. 
Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information 

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — Call Cruise Master Jay Davis at 404-713-7586 

Check the calendar on the GCA website at http://www.gapaddle.com for additional trips, social events, safety classes, 

KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS 
Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers. 
Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques. 
Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed. 
Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll. 
Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required. 

TRIP SCHEDULE 

 

1 Cartecay Chili Run Trained Beginner Jay Davis 

3-Jan Board Meeting - Art Plumbing 7PM - 5:45 (Dinner at 
Nick & Jims BBQ) 

  

5-Jan Metro Hooch Everyone Todd McGinnis 

7-Jan Atlanta Roll Practice Everyone Kate Wilkerson 

13-Jan Peachtree City Roll Practice Everyone Lisa Haskell 

14-Jan Atlanta Roll Practice Everyone Kate Wilkerson 

1/17/21 Florida Panhandle Everyone Lamar Phillips 

1/17/21 Manatee Paddles - Ocala FL Everyone Marie Short 

21-Jan Little River Canyon, Chairlift Section  Adv/Int Dane White 

21-Jan MLK Day - No Atlanta Roll Practice  Congress 

26-Jan Metro Hooch Everyone FrancheskaThompson 

27-Jan Peachtree City Roll Practice Everyone Lisa Haskell 

28-Jan Atlanta Roll Practice Everyone Kate Wilkerson 

2-Feb Metro Hooch Everyone TBA 

4-Feb Atlanta Roll Practice Everyone Kate Wilkerson 

10-Feb Peachtree City Roll Practice Everyone Lisa Haskell 

11-Feb Atlanta Roll Practice Everyone Kate Wilkerson 

13-Feb Social Meeting - Garden Hills Community Center  Everyone Lamar Phillips 

16-Feb Metro Hooch Everyone TBA 

16-Feb Town Creek (Alabama) Adv/Int Dane White 

24-Feb Peachtree City Roll Practice Everyone Lisa Haskell 

25-Feb Atlanta Roll Practice Everyone Kate Wilkerson 
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All About The Eddy Line 
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in print 
or pdf format. To subscribe, contact Ed Schultz at 
404.266.3734 or heloeddy@mindspring.com, or mail your 
request to P.O. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357. 
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising 
s hou l d  b e  s en t  t o  The  Ed d y  L i n e ,  a t : 
the_eddyline@yahoo.com. 
Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and 
commercial ads is the 15th of the previous month (e.g. August 
15 for the September/October issue). 

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT 
 

Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of The 

Eddy Line bounce back due to bad or outdated email ad-

dresses. If email to you bounces back, you will be deleted 

from the recipient list until we get an updated email ad-

dress. 

When GCA receives a mail failure notice in response to 

an email to you on the GCA email list, you will be auto-

matically unsubscribed by the listserve software. If your 

email changes, please "unsubscribe" and re-subscribe with 

your new address.  

Thank you. 

matter what type of boat you paddle. No slalom boat is 
required. 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Metro Hooch is a great place for Slalom Survivor 
fun. The river is packed with eddies that allows for fun 
and challenging lines  - while at the same time the river is 
fairly shallow and flow is mild. 

 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Similar to real slalom racing the goal is to control you 
boat thru the course with speed and accuracy. 
  
 
  

(Continued on page 14) 

by Rick Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was a beautiful Saturday morning for December. 16 
people showed up at the Metro Hooch to have fun on 
the river playing a fun game created by Joe Jacobi called 
Slalom Survivor. 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Slalom Survivor is a game that everyone can play no 

WORLD KAYAK SLALOM SURVIVOR—METRO HOOCH 



Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the official views 
and policies of the club. Material not individually designated as copyrighted may be disseminated only by  paddling organizations 
having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA: proper credit should be given. Publication of paid advertisements does not 
constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised. 
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Instead of Gates that you typically see in slalom racing 
we used small buckets and clothes pins. 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They goal was to get all 10 of your pins in the bucket as 
fast as you can. 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

It was a lot of fun to play as well as watch. 
  
 
  
 

(Continued from page 13) 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra thanks to Jimmy Jones and his daughter Megan for 
doing the timing for everyone. 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I hope you all can make it out for some more fun times 
next year. It was a great season of fun for Atlanta World 
Kayak. 

 
  

Thanks again to all the sponsors who make World Kayak 
possible. 
  
 
  
 
  
 



SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
 

The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" 

web page with links to those who support GCA 

financially by advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those 

who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when 

you do, let them know you saw their Eddy Line ad and 

appreciate their support.  Thanks!  
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2013 Cascades / Upper Nantahala Release Dates: 
 
April 27 – 10 am to 4 pm, 250 cfs 
April 28 – 10 am to 4 pm, 350 cfs 
June 22 – 4 pm to 7 pm, 250 cfs 
July 3 – 4 pm to 7 pm, 250 cfs 
July 17 – 4 pm to 7 pm, 250 cfs 
September1 – 4 pm to 7 pm, 350 cfs 
September 28 – 10 am to 5 pm, 300 cfs 
September 29 – 10 am to 5 pm, 425 cfs then 250 cfs 
 
 
2013 West Fork Tuckasegee release dates.  250 cfs from 
10 am to 4 pm:  
 
April 13 & 14 
May 11 
June 8 
July 6 & 27 
August 10 
 
 

2013 UPPER NANTAHALA AND WEST FORK 
TUCKASEGEE RELEASE DATES 



Post Office Box 7023 

Atlanta, Georgia 30357 
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WE’RE ON THE WEB: 
www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while 

paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 800 family and corporate 
memberships comprising more than 2000 Individuals.  Canoeists and Kayakers of all 
ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests include 
whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 
paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities.  We espouse conservation, 
environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills 
development.  Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted 
throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and 

friends.  Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents. 


